


BLOCK 3 — REGENERATION 
Introduction: From Examination to Restoration 

You are now stepping into one of the most transformative phases of your entire 
recovery journey. Block 3—Regeneration—is where the deep inner work of Block 2 
(Examination) begins to bear fruit. Over the last 90 days, you faced yourself with a level 
of honesty many men never reach in their entire lives. You took a fearless moral 
inventory (Step 4). You admitted the exact nature of your wrongs to God, yourself, and 
another person (Step 5). You became willing for God to remove your defects (Step 6). 

That work was not small. It required courage, humility, discomfort, and truth—the very 
ingredients God uses to reshape a man from the inside out. Block 2 was the tearing 
down stage—tearing down walls, tearing down denial, tearing down lies, tearing down 
the false self that addiction built. You have looked into the mirror of your past and your 
character defects, and you have seen with clarity what addiction did to your soul, your 
identity, your emotions, your relationships, and your walk with God. 

Block 3 is the rebuilding stage. This is where God begins to restore what addiction 
twisted, heal what was wounded, and develop what was stunted. The name of this 
block—Regeneration—comes from Scripture: 

“He saved us through the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”​
 (Titus 3:5) 

Regeneration means new life, but this new life cannot grow until the old life has been 
exposed. That is why Block 3 follows Block 2—God never regenerates what a man 
refuses to examine. You cannot be healed from what you hide. But once the truth has 
been brought into the light, God begins the miracle of transformation. 

 

The Heart of Block 3: Steps 7, 8, and 9 

Block 3 will take you through the relational steps of recovery—the steps that deal with 
the people you have hurt, the people you have avoided, and the wounds you have 
carried. 

●​ Step 7 — Humbling yourself and asking God to remove your shortcomings​
 



●​ Step 8 — Making a list of those you have harmed and becoming willing to make 
amends​
 

●​ Step 9 — Making direct amends wherever possible​
 

Block 2 dealt with your heart. Block 3 deals with your relationships, accountability, 
and wounds. 

Addiction never destroys only one life—its damage is always relational. Every lie, every 
relapse, every manipulation, every broken promise, every moment of selfishness 
created harm. Block 3 is where you begin to make those things right—not through 
shame, not through fear, not through self-punishment—but through Spirit-led humility, 
responsibility, and courage. 

 

An Educational Block: Understanding What Addiction Has Done 

This block is also highly educational. You will learn: 

●​ How addiction rewires the brain​
 

●​ How long it takes for the mind to heal​
 

●​ Why relationships break under addiction​
 

●​ Why trust is difficult to rebuild​
 

●​ Why emotional maturity stops growing during addiction​
 

●​ Why the “old self” cannot survive in the new life​
 

●​ What real accountability looks like​
 

●​ What genuine reconciliation requires​
 

You will learn why anger, manipulation, denial, people-pleasing, self-hatred, fear, and 
escapism became survival tools—and how Christ dismantles those patterns through the 
renewing of your mind (Romans 12:2). You will learn why addiction is not just a behavior 



problem but a relationship problem, identity problem, brain problem, and spiritual 
problem. 

This block is where you discover why the things you did made sense to a broken brain, 
and why a healed brain—and a redeemed spirit—leads to a different life. 

 

A Block of Letters, Amends, and Relational Healing 

In this block you will begin writing: 

●​ Forgiveness letters​
 

●​ Amends letters​
 

●​ Confession letters​
 

●​ Gratitude letters​
 

●​ Responsibility letters​
 

●​ Reconciliation steps​
 

●​ Plans for repairing trust​
 

●​ Steps for rebuilding healthy relationships​
 

These letters will not be written lightly. They will come from a deeper understanding of 
your past, a clearer view of your wounds, and a renewed sense of responsibility. Every 
letter will become part of your healing and part of the healing of those you have harmed. 

 

A Block of Humility, Healing, and Growth 

You will learn what humility looks like—not humiliation, but humility that says: “God, I 
can’t fix myself. I can’t change the past. But I’m willing to obey You today.” 

This block moves you from: 



●​ Knowing your defects ➝ letting God remove them​
 

●​ Seeing relational damage ➝ becoming a man of peace​
 

●​ Understanding the past ➝ making amends in the present​
 

●​ Breaking old patterns ➝ building new ones​
 

This block is where you begin to walk like a sober man, a free man, a responsible man, 
a regenerate man. 

 

Entering Block 3 With Reverence and Hope 

As you begin Regeneration, remember this: 

You are not earning forgiveness—you are responding to it. You are not paying 
back your past—you are stepping into your future. You are not fixing your 
life—you are yielding to the God who restores it. 

You completed Block 2 with honesty. Now you begin Block 3 with humility. Honesty 
opens the door. Humility walks through it. 

This is where your recovery shifts from internal to external, from confession to 
reconciliation, from exposure to healing. And God, who has begun a good work in you, 
will carry it forward as you yield to Him day by day. 

Welcome to Block 3 — Regeneration. This is where God rebuilds the man He created 
you to be. 

 

BLOCK 3 — REGENERATION TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Theme: Past, Present, Future — Healing My Story, My Brain, and My Relationships 
(Steps 7–9) Core Focus: God removing defects, understanding addiction’s impact, 
becoming willing, and beginning amends. 

 



PHASE 1 (Days 1–30) — STEP 7: LETTING GOD CHANGE ME FROM THE INSIDE 
OUT 

Theme: Humility, character, and understanding how addiction damaged my mind and 
life. 

Days 1–10: Rebirth & Renewing the Mind (Spiritual + Brain Education) 

1.​ Rebirth in the Spirit: Why Regeneration Starts With Christ, Not Willpower​
 Seeing that real change begins with being “born again” (John 3:3; John 
1:12–13), not just getting sober.​
 

2.​ What Addiction Did to My Brain and Thinking​
 Simple teaching on how drugs/alcohol rewired reward pathways, 
decision-making, and impulse control—and why I now need God and time to 
heal.​
 

3.​ Renewing the Mind: From Garbage Dump to God’s Workshop​
 Romans 12:1–2 and 2 Corinthians 10:5—how the Holy Spirit and new thought 
patterns slowly clean out the mental “junkyard” addiction created.​
 

4.​ How Drugs and Alcohol Twisted My Perception of Reality​
 Understanding blackouts, distorted memory, paranoia, emotional numbness, and 
how sobriety plus Scripture slowly restore clear thinking.​
 

5.​ Broken Thinking, Broken Choices: How My Mindset Fueled My Sin​
 Connecting beliefs (“I’ll never change,” “I’m messed up anyway”) to choices and 
defects of character—how Step 7 fits here.​
 

6.​ Why God Wants to Remove My Defects, Not Just My Addiction​
 Moving from just wanting relief to wanting true holiness (Galatians 5:16–25; 
Ephesians 4:22–24).​
 

7.​ Humility: The Doorway to All Real Change​
 “God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6)—what 
humility looks like in a men’s program, not just in church.​
 

8.​ Admittance and Acceptance: Owning My Lifelong Need for Recovery​
 From “I’ve done my time” to “I need lifelong growth”—accepting the fatal nature 
of addiction and the daily need for God and program tools.​
 



9.​ Christ in Me: What It Really Means to Become Christ-Like in Recovery​
 Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 3:18—practical picture of Christ living through me 
in the dorm, work detail, and relationships.​
 

10.​New Self-Image: From Worthless Addict to Adopted Son​
 Ephesians 1; 1 John 3:1—how God’s adoption replaces shame, self-hatred, and 
“junkie identity” with sonship.​
 

 

Days 11–20: Character Defects, Survival Patterns, and Step 7 

11.​Day 11 – Understanding My Defects as Toxic Reactions That Sabotage 
Recovery​
 Lust, rage, self-pity, control, lying, laziness—how they “flare up” and sabotage 
sobriety if not surrendered.​
 

12.​How My Defects Protected Me—and Then Destroyed Me​
 Understanding anger, manipulation, and numbness as survival tools that 
became chains.​
 

13.​Emotional Instincts and Addiction: Fight, Flight, Freeze, and Fix​
 How trauma + chemicals trained my reactions, and how the Holy Spirit re-trains 
them.​
 

14.​Bringing Every Thought and Emotion Captive to Christ​
 2 Corinthians 10:5 lived out with triggers, cravings, resentments, and fantasies.​
 

15.​Redirection of Values: From Self-Gratification to Eternal Things​
 Matthew 6:19–21—shifting from “highs, money, and thrills” to eternal treasure: 
Christ, character, and people.​
 

16.​Refocusing My Goals: From Surviving the Day to Seeking the Kingdom​
 Matthew 6:33; Philippians 2:13—moving from “just get by” to God-given 
purpose.​
 

17.​Step 7: Becoming Entirely Ready for God to Remove My Shortcomings​
 What “entirely ready” actually means in daily life at the ranch.​
 



18.​Praying Step 7: “Lord, Change What I Can’t Change in Myself”​
 Writing and praying a personal Step 7 prayer about specific defects.​
 

19.​Letting Brothers and Leaders Help Me See My Blind Spots​
 How feedback, correction, and DCI scores reveal places God wants to work.​
 

20.​Education Night: How Recovery Literally Rebuilds the Brain Over Time​
 Neuroplasticity in simple terms—why meetings, Scripture, work, and honesty are 
actually rewiring the brain.​
 

 

Days 21–30: Past / Present / Future — 3-D Regeneration 

21.​Thinking in 3-D: Past, Present, Future at the Same Time​
 Why real change requires looking back, living honestly today, and planning 
forward with God.​
 

22.​Facing My Past Without Getting Stuck in It​
 Using the Regeneration Contract approach—owning my part while not drowning 
in shame.​
 

23.​Why I’m Really Here: Crisis, Court, Family, and God’s Mercy​
 Honest look at what pushed me into the program and how God used it as a 
rescue.​
 

24.​What I Need to Work on While I’m Here​
 Identifying five key habits and five key attitudes that must change before I leave.​
 

25.​Breaking My Old Vision of the Future (“I’ll Always Be This Way”)​
 Letting Christ write a new future instead of addiction and failure writing it for me.​
 

26.​Total Abstinence With Serenity: Why There Is No ‘Just One’ Anymore​
 Ephesians 5:18; Galatians 5:16–25—understanding craving, “allergy,” and 
permanent abstinence.​
 

27.​From Self-Hatred to Acceptance: Receiving God’s Love When I Feel 
Unworthy​
 How the Father’s love swallows up years of self-contempt and performance.​
 



28.​What Healthy Recovery Actually Looks Like (Destination Picture)​
 Five signs of health (from Lesson 17): abstinence with serenity, acceptance, 
Christ-likeness, new value system, maintained relationships.​
 

29.​Deciding to Cooperate With the Process, Not Just Endure It​
 Moving from “doing time” to actively working regeneration.​
 

30.​Checkpoint: A 30-Day Reflection on What God Has Started in Me​
 Guided self-inventory: where I feel different, where I resist, and where I need 
deeper Step 7 work.​
 

 

PHASE 2 (Days 31–60) — STEP 8: LIST, WILLINGNESS, AND FORGIVENESS 

Theme: Past relationships, harms done, becoming willing to make amends. 

Days 31–40: Relationship to Self and Significant Others (Past Focus) 

31.​Seeing How Addiction Damaged My Relationship With Myself​
 Identity confusion, self-contempt, and inner division—learning to see myself 
through Christ’s eyes.​
 

32.​Significant Relationships: Who Shaped Me—and Who I Hurt​
 Parents, siblings, partners, children, bosses—starting the list.​
 

33.​Using the Onion Skin: How Close Have I Let People Get?​
 Mapping emotional distance and how addiction pushed people to layer 10.​
 

34.​How My Addiction Turned People Into Objects​
 Seeing how I used people for money, rides, sex, shelter, or emotional escape.​
 

35.​Owning the Emotional Damage: Silence, Anger, Withdrawal, Lies​
 Not just “what I did,” but what others felt: fear, confusion, rejection, betrayal.​
 

36.​Accepting That Some Relationships May Not Be Restored​
 Learning the Serenity Prayer where reconciliation isn’t possible (death, safety, 
legal limits).​
 



37.​Beginning My Step 8 List: Who Have I Harmed and How?​
 Names and specific harms—emotional, financial, spiritual, physical.​
 

38.​Letting God Correct My Blame and Self-Pity​
 Moving from “what they did to me” to “what I did and what I can own.”​
 

39.​Education Night: How Addiction Wounds Families and Children​
 Teaching on generational impact, trauma, and trust breakdown.​
 

40.​Praying Over My Step 8 List: Inviting the Holy Spirit Into Every Name​
 Asking God for willingness, wisdom, and His timing for each relationship.​
 

 

Days 41–50: Debts, Legal Issues, and Willingness 

41.​Facing Financial Debts as a Man of God​
 Romans 13:7–8—looking honestly at money owed (people, courts, hospitals, 
programs).​
 

42.​Listing My Debts: Money, Promises, and Broken Commitments​
 Putting numbers and names on paper instead of staying vague.​
 

43.​Legal Fallout: Charges, Fines, Warrants, Jail and Prison Time​
 Telling the truth about my record and how Christ wants to walk me through it.​
 

44.​Why Making Amends Matters More Than Looking Good​
 Clearing conscience, restoring integrity, glorifying Christ through changed 
behavior.​
 

45.​Becoming Willing When I Don’t Feel Willing​
 “Lord, make me willing to be willing” — handling fear, pride, and dread.​
 

46.​Working Step 8 With Wisdom, Not Impulsiveness​
 How to listen to staff, mentors, and the Spirit about timing, safety, and method.​
 

47.​Forgiveness vs. Amends: Two Different But Connected Journeys​
 Forgiving those who hurt me (heart work) vs. making things right where I hurt 
others (action work).​
 



48.​Education Night: How Resentment Fuels Relapse in the Brain and Soul​
 How bitterness keeps stress high, thinking distorted, and cravings strong.​
 

49.​Letting God Heal My Fear of Rejection Before I Reach Out​
 Bringing the fear of “they’ll never forgive me” to the cross.​
 

50.​Writing a Step 8 Prayer: Laying People, Debts, and Outcomes at Jesus’ 
Feet​
 A written, personal surrender of each name and situation.​
 

 

Days 51–60: Forgiveness Letters and Inner Reconciliation 

51.​Why I Need to Forgive Those Who Hurt Me (Even If They Never Change)​
 Colossians 3:13—what forgiveness is and is not; how it frees my heart and 
brain.​
 

52.​Writing a Forgiveness Letter (Not Necessarily Sending It Yet)​
 Structured exercise: telling the truth about pain, releasing judgment to God.​
 

53.​Forgiving Myself in Light of the Cross​
 Learning to receive Christ’s finished work instead of punishing myself forever.​
 

54.​Letting Go of Old Roles in Relationships (Victim, Villain, Rescuer)​
 Seeing how these roles played out in my addiction and how to step into sonship.​
 

55.​Reconciling My Relationship With God as Father​
 Dealing with “God images” affected by earthly fathers and authority figures.​
 

56.​Reconciling My Relationship With Myself: No More Secret Self-Hatred​
 Replacing inner accusations with God’s truth about my worth.​
 

57.​Reconciling My Relationship With Others in Prayer First​
 Praying through each Step 8 name, blessing instead of cursing.​
 

58.​Education Night: The Cost of Carrying Guilt, Shame, and Unforgiveness​
 Emotional, physical, and spiritual effects of unresolved guilt and bitterness.​
 



59.​Asking God Which Amends to Start With in Step 9​
 Prioritizing: who first, who later, who not now (safety and wisdom).​
 

60.​Checkpoint: Reviewing My Journey Through Step 7 and Step 8​
 Guided reflection: what God has changed in me, what still resists regeneration.​
 

 

PHASE 3 (Days 61–90) — STEP 9: MAKING AMENDS & LIVING RECONCILED 

Theme: Taking action, making amends wisely, and stepping into a new lifestyle. 

Days 61–70: Preparing Specific Amends 

61.​Step 9: What Making Direct Amends Really Means​
 Not groveling, not manipulating—honest ownership plus a willingness to make 
things right.​
 

62.​Types of Amends: Direct, Indirect, and Living Amends​
 When to speak, when to write, when to change behavior over time.​
 

63.​Safety and Wisdom in Amends (Not Re-Opening Abuse or Danger)​
 When “except when to do so would injure them or others” applies.​
 

64.​Writing My First Concrete Amends Plan​
 For a specific person: what I did, what I own, how I will change, what I can repay.​
 

65.​Practicing an Amends Conversation With a Staff or Big Brother​
 Role-play to reduce fear and avoid blaming, minimizing, or oversharing.​
 

66.​Making Amends to Family Without Manipulation​
 No promises I won’t keep, no pressuring them to trust me quickly.​
 

67.​Making Amends Where Trust May Never Be Fully Restored​
 How to walk in humility when others need distance or time.​
 

68.​Amends and the Law: Courts, Fines, and Probation Officers​
 Telling the truth, honoring agreements, and glorifying Christ in legal matters.​
 



69.​Education Night: How Honest Amends Reduce Relapse Risk​
 The link between unresolved guilt, shame, and going back to using.​
 

70.​Prayer Night: Laying Each Amends Conversation Before the Lord​
 Asking for open doors, right timing, and Spirit-led words.​
 

 

Days 71–80: Living Out a New Relational Lifestyle 

71.​Maintaining Relationships: Doing Good to the Household of Faith​
 Galatians 6:10—learning to invest in brothers, not just take from them.​
 

72.​Building Trust Slowly Through Consistency, Not Words​
 Why time, patterns, and faithfulness matter more than speeches.​
 

73.​Developing a New Value System in Relationships​
 Loving people, using things—instead of loving things and using people.​
 

74.​Serving Others as a Daily Amends for My Old Selfishness​
 Galatians 5:13–14—work detail, chores, and helping brothers as worship.​
 

75.​Letting Christ Rule My Tongue in My Relationships​
 No more sarcasm, gossip, cutting humor—speech that builds up.​
 

76.​Learning to Listen Deeply Instead of Defending Myself​
 James 1:19—quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger in conflicts.​
 

77.​Repairing Fellowship When I Blow It in the House​
 How to apologize quickly, own my part, and restore unity.​
 

78.​Education Night: Healthy Boundaries and Relational Sobriety​
 Knowing when to say yes, when to say no, and how not to enable.​
 

79.​Seeing Step 12 on the Horizon: My Story as a Message of Hope​
 Recognizing that God is preparing me to help other addicts and families.​
 

80.​Checkpoint: Where Have My Relationships Changed the Most?​
 Guided journaling and sharing on family, brothers, staff, and God.​
 



 

Days 81–90: Future Focus — A Regenerated Man in a Broken World 

81.​Where Am I Going? A Clear Picture of Health in Christ​
 Reviewing the five signs of recovery as my new “destination” picture.​
 

82.​Designing a Relapse-Prevention and Relationship-Maintenance Plan​
 Practical steps: meetings, DCI, quiet time, accountability, and ongoing amends.​
 

83.​My New Identity: Child of God, Not Just Recovering Addict​
 Standing in who Christ says I am as I leave this block.​
 

84.​Writing My “Past, Present, Future” Regeneration Testimony​
 3-D testimony: where I was, what God is doing now, where He’s taking me.​
 

85.​Committing to Lifelong Work on the 12 Steps With Christ at the Center​
 Seeing this block as a beginning, not a graduation.​
 

86.​Gratitude for the Journey: Thanking God for What I Once Despised​
 Finding gratitude for court orders, consequences, and the ranch.​
 

87.​Praying Over the People I’ve Made Amends To—and Those I Still Hope To​
 Blessing, not controlling, the outcomes of my efforts.​
 

88.​Preparing My Heart for Ongoing Inventory (Step 10)​
 Learning to keep short accounts with God and people daily.​
 

89.​Covenant of Regeneration: A Written Commitment to Live Differently​
 Writing and signing a covenant prayer that ties together Steps 7–9.​
 

90.​Closing Service: Sealing This Block and Entrusting My Future to Christ​
 A final reflection, prayer of surrender, and blessing as they move into the next 
block.​
 

 

 

 



 

 

DAY 1 — REBIRTH IN THE SPIRIT: WHY REGENERATION STARTS WITH CHRIST, 
NOT WILLPOWER 

Real regeneration does not start with “trying harder,” white-knuckling it, or promising 
God you’ll never use again. It starts with something only God can do: rebirth in the 
Spirit. Jesus told Nicodemus, “Unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God” (John 3:3). That means a man can be religious, clean for a while, doing good 
things, and still miss the very power that changes him from the inside out. Most of us 
came into this program after years of trying to fix ourselves. We changed friends, 
changed jobs, changed locations, changed substances, and changed stories—but 
nothing changed our hearts. At best, we had brief moments of sobriety. At worst, we 
sank deeper each time we relapsed. Addiction exposed a spiritual truth: we are 
powerless to save ourselves. 

Addiction did not just expose weakness—it exposed emptiness. There was a 
God-shaped vacancy in your heart you tried to fill with chemicals, pleasure, control, 
anger, relationships, or money. But the Bible is clear: “As many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of God… who were born… of God” (John 
1:12–13). Rebirth is not something you earn; it is something you receive. It happens 
when a broken man finally admits, “My way has destroyed me. Jesus, I need You to be 
my Savior, not just my emergency fix.” Step 7—“Humbly asked Him to remove our 
defects of character”—only makes sense if you know who the “Him” is. You are not 
asking an idea, a program, or a theory to change you. You are asking the living Christ, 
who died for your sins and rose again, to move inside your life and start rebuilding you 
from the foundation up. 

Many of us tried “sober without Jesus.” We cleaned up a little, but we still lived with the 
same fear, anger, shame, and emptiness. That is why relapse came so fast. When the 
pressure increased, we had no inner power to stand. The Bible calls the Holy Spirit our 
Helper, Comforter, and Power (John 14:16–17; Acts 1:8). Without Him, change is 
temporary at best. With Him, change becomes progressive and deep. Rebirth in the 
Spirit does not mean you suddenly become perfect. It means God moves in. It means 
your spirit, which was dead in sin, is made alive with Christ (Ephesians 2:1–5). It means 
there is now a new life source inside of you that addiction cannot compete with. Sobriety 
can exist for a time without Christ, but regeneration cannot. Regeneration is what 
happens when Christ’s life begins to flow into a man’s dead places—his thinking, 
emotions, will, identity, and relationships. 



In this block, you are not just learning concepts. You are being called to a Person. You 
are not just “working a program”; you are being invited into a new birth, a new identity, 
and a new power source. Step 7 is not about trying to be nicer; it is about letting Christ 
remove what sin and addiction built inside you. If you skip rebirth in the Spirit, you will 
spend your life fighting symptoms instead of letting God heal the root. But if you receive 
Christ, surrender to Him, and allow His Spirit to begin His work, you will discover that 
regeneration is not just possible—it has already begun. 

Reflection Questions 

1.​ Have I truly come to Christ for salvation, or have I mainly been trying to “fix 
myself” and stay out of trouble?​
 

2.​ What do I honestly believe about being “born again”? Do I see it as emotional 
hype or a real spiritual rebirth?​
 

3.​ How did I try to change myself in the past without God, and what were the 
results?​
 

4.​ What would it mean, practically, for me to let Jesus be the foundation of my 
recovery—not just an add-on?​
 

5.​ Am I willing today to ask Christ to live in me and begin a deeper work of 
regeneration, not just surface sobriety?​
 

 

DAY 2 — WHAT ADDICTION DID TO MY BRAIN AND THINKING 

Addiction is not just “bad behavior”; it is a full-scale assault on the brain God gave you. 
Drugs and alcohol hijacked the reward system God designed for good things—like 
relationships, accomplishment, worship, and healthy pleasure—and redirected it toward 
chemicals and destructive behaviors. Over time, your brain became trained to believe 
that using was the quickest, most powerful way to experience relief or pleasure. The 
Bible describes this slavery by saying, “Whatever overcomes a man, to that he is 
enslaved” (2 Peter 2:19). Your brain literally adjusted itself around your addiction, 
building pathways that screamed, “I need this. Now.” 

Repeated use of drugs or alcohol does at least three major things to your brain. First, it 
overstimulates the reward center, causing normal life—family, church, work, 
hobbies—to feel boring, flat, or pointless. Second, it weakens the frontal lobe, the part 



of your brain responsible for judgment, impulse control, self-awareness, and 
decision-making. This is why you kept doing things you swore you’d never do again and 
later thought, “What was I thinking?” Third, it inflames the stress and fear systems, 
causing mood swings, anxiety, irritability, paranoia, and emotional instability, especially 
when you were withdrawing or sober for a short time. Addiction fried your internal 
wiring, and you lived inside that chaos daily. 

But as destructive as addiction has been to your brain, the story does not end there. 
God is not just the Savior of your soul; He is the Healer of your mind. Romans 12:2 
tells us, “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” That renewing includes your 
thought patterns, but it also literally lines up with what we now know scientifically: the 
brain can change. New connections can be formed. Old addictive pathways can 
weaken. Healthy circuits of wisdom, peace, and self-control can grow. Still, this renewal 
does not happen magically or instantly. It takes time, sobriety, and cooperation with 
the Holy Spirit. 

This is why this regeneration block includes both biblical truth and education. You 
need to understand that early recovery may feel strange not because God is failing, but 
because your brain is healing. You may struggle with concentration, memory, emotions, 
and cravings. You may feel like you’re in a fog. That is normal for someone whose brain 
has been battered by chemicals. The good news is, as you stay sober, engage the 
program, fill your mind with Scripture, confess your defects, and walk in humility, your 
brain slowly begins to stabilize. The Holy Spirit uses truth, time, and obedience to 
rebuild what sin and addiction tore down. 

Step 7—asking God to remove your defects of character—includes asking Him to 
reshape your thinking, your reactions, and your brain patterns. The same God who 
knit you together in your mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13) can re-knit the parts addiction 
damaged. Your part is to stay honest, surrendered, and teachable, refusing to give up 
when your brain feels slow or your emotions feel raw. Regeneration means you are not 
just “cleaning up”—you are being rebuilt from the inside out. 

Reflection Questions 

1.​ How have drugs or alcohol affected my thinking, judgment, emotions, and 
memory? Be specific.​
 

2.​ When I look at my past behavior, where do I see evidence that my brain was not 
working in a healthy way?​
 



3.​ How does knowing my brain can heal over time with God’s help give me hope for 
recovery?​
 

4.​ What lies has addiction trained my brain to believe (for example, “I need this to 
function,” “I can’t handle life sober”)?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to be patient with the healing process, staying surrendered to Christ 
even when my mind feels weak or foggy?​
 

 

DAY 3 — RENEWING THE MIND: FROM GARBAGE DUMP TO GOD’S WORKSHOP 

Before Christ begins rebuilding your character in Step 7, He first starts renewing your 
mind. For years, your mind functioned like a spiritual and emotional garbage dump. 
You took in lies from the streets, from broken relationships, from the enemy, from your 
own wounds, and from the culture around you. You filled your mind with pornographic 
images, violent thoughts, fantasies, resentments, self-pity, pride, and every sort of 
justification for why you had the right to use. Addiction did not just sit on the surface; it 
sank into the way you think, interpret life, and talk to yourself. The Bible says, “Those 
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh” (Romans 8:5). 
That was you. Your mind was set on getting high, staying numb, and surviving the day. 

Now, in Christ, God wants to turn that garbage dump into a workshop of truth. 
Romans 12:1–2 calls you to present your body as a living sacrifice and to be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. This is not optional—it is central to 
regeneration. Second Corinthians 10:5 says we are to “take every thought captive to the 
obedience of Christ.” That means your thoughts cannot be allowed to wander wherever 
they want. They must be examined, tested, and brought into submission to God’s Word. 
Old thinking patterns like “I’m hopeless,” “I always mess up,” “Nobody cares,” “God is 
disappointed in me,” or “One drink won’t hurt” must be confronted and replaced with 
what God actually says about you. 

Renewing the mind is not just a spiritual idea; it is daily work. It looks like opening your 
Bible when your emotions want to shut down. It looks like writing in your journal when 
your old self wants to avoid feelings. It looks like confessing when your mind goes into 
dark places instead of pretending you’re fine. Step 7 depends on this process, because 
God often removes character defects by exposing the thinking that keeps them 
alive. For example, if you have a defect of anger, He will surface the thoughts behind 
it—thoughts of entitlement, insecurity, fear, or pride. If you have a defect of 



people-pleasing, He will expose the lies about your worth and rejection that drive it. 
Renewal is not punishment; it is surgery. 

Over time, as you keep showing up, something begins to shift. Scriptures you’ve read 
start coming to mind in moments of temptation. You begin to pause and think before 
reacting. You see situations differently. The garbage dump slowly turns into a place 
where God builds wisdom, discernment, and stability. The same mind that once planned 
how to get high becomes a place where God plans how to love others, repair 
relationships, and walk in obedience. This is the miracle of renewal: God does not throw 
away your mind. He cleans it, heals it, and uses it. 

Reflection Questions 

1.​ If my mind was like a “garbage dump” during addiction, what kinds of thoughts 
and beliefs filled it most often?​
 

2.​ What are some of the recurring lies or negative thoughts I still struggle with in 
early recovery?​
 

3.​ How can I actively cooperate with God in renewing my mind (quiet time, 
Scripture, journaling, confession, DCI, accountability)?​
 

4.​ Where have I already begun to notice small changes in the way I think or see 
situations?​
 

5.​ What is one old thought I need to bring captive to Christ today and replace with a 
specific truth from God’s Word?​
 

 

DAY 4 — HOW DRUGS AND ALCOHOL TWISTED MY PERCEPTION OF REALITY 

Addiction is a master of distortion. It twists how you see God, yourself, other people, 
and the world around you. Before recovery, you may have genuinely believed, “I’m fine,” 
even as you were destroying your body, your relationships, your finances, and your 
future. You may have believed your using “wasn’t that bad,” even though everyone 
around you could see the damage. Proverbs 14:12 captures this perfectly: “There is a 
way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” Addiction twisted your 
perception so deeply that death looked like life, and destruction looked like relief. 



Drugs and alcohol also distorted your memory. You forgot—or minimized—the anxiety, 
shame, fights, overdoses, arrests, and consequences, but remembered the moments of 
pleasure. You remembered the laughter at the party, not the emptiness afterward. You 
remembered the buzz, not the betrayal. This selective memory is part of why relapse is 
so dangerous. Your mind lies to you and says, “It wasn’t that bad,” or “It’ll be different 
this time.” In that moment, reality is being twisted again. Your brain is editing the story in 
favor of the addiction. That’s why you need truth and community to help you see 
clearly. Scripture, staff, brothers, and the Holy Spirit all work together to retrain your 
perception. 

Addiction also numbed your emotions and blurred your judgment. You stopped knowing 
what you really felt because everything went through the filter of intoxication or 
withdrawal. You woke up angry and didn’t know why. You felt empty and didn’t know it 
was grief. You felt anxious and didn’t know it was fear. You felt nothing and called it 
strength, when it was actually numbness. When people confronted you, you interpreted 
concern as attack. When God convicted you, you interpreted His loving discipline as 
rejection. Like Proverbs 23:29–35 describes, you kept getting hit without feeling it, 
beaten without noticing, promising yourself you’d stop, and then going right back. That 
is twisted reality. 

Now, in regeneration, God is restoring how you see. His Word becomes a lens that 
corrects your vision. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for 
my path.” As you stay sober, listen in class, meet with mentors, write honestly, do your 
DCI, and respond to correction, your perception begins to shift. You start to see old 
using situations for what they really were—bondage, not freedom. You begin to 
recognize manipulation, self-pity, and denial when they show up. You start to see 
yourself not as the addict identity, but as a man in Christ who is being rebuilt. Step 7 is 
part of this process, because when God removes defects, He is also removing the 
twisted lenses those defects created. 

Over time, reality, not fantasy, becomes more comfortable. Truth, not denial, becomes 
your home. You begin to prefer clarity over escape. That is a sign of real 
regeneration—when you no longer want to live in the fog of addiction, but in the light of 
Christ, no matter how uncomfortable that light feels at first. 

Reflection Questions 

1.​ How did drugs and alcohol distort my ability to see myself, God, and others 
accurately? Give examples.​
 



2.​ In what ways did I minimize, rewrite, or ignore the reality of my addiction and its 
consequences?​
 

3.​ How did emotional numbness or confusion affect my decisions and 
relationships?​
 

4.​ How is God beginning to correct my vision through His Word, this program, and 
the people around me?​
 

5.​ What is one situation from my past that I see more clearly now than I did when I 
was in active addiction?​
 

 

DAY 5 — BROKEN THINKING, BROKEN CHOICES: HOW MY MINDSET FUELED 
MY SIN 

Before a man ever picks up a drink, drugs, or a needle, something happens in his 
mindset. Certain beliefs, attitudes, and inner agreements form long before the 
substance shows up. Maybe you believed, “I’m not good enough,” “Nobody really 
cares,” “I always mess up,” “I’ll never be like other people,” or “Pain is just part of my 
life.” Maybe you believed, “Rules don’t apply to me,” “I deserve this,” “I can handle it,” or 
“If they did what they did to me, I have a right to live how I want.” Over time, these 
beliefs became the soil out of which your decisions grew. The Bible says, “As a man 
thinks in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7). Your thinking shaped your choices, and 
those choices built your life. 

Addiction rides on the back of these broken beliefs. When you felt shame, the mindset 
said, “Use.” When you felt fear, it said, “Escape.” When you felt anger, it said, “Explode 
or numb out.” When you felt lonely, it said, “Run to the bottle, not to God.” When life 
hurt, the mindset never said, “Take this to Jesus and to safe brothers.” It said, “Go get 
your medicine.” That mindset is what the Bible calls a “stronghold”—a pattern of thinking 
and believing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God (2 Corinthians 10:4–5). 
Step 7 is not just about asking God to remove surface defects like cussing or 
impatience; it is about asking Him to attack these strongholds at their root. 

Your broken thinking also affected how you saw sin itself. You told yourself, “It’s not 
hurting anyone,” when it was destroying everyone. You said, “I can stop anytime,” when 
you were already enslaved. You thought, “This is just how I cope,” instead of seeing it 
as idolatry. Sin always starts by lying to you about itself. James 1:14–15 says that each 



one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed, and when 
desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and sin, when full-grown, gives birth to death. 
That deadly process always begins in the mind and heart—long before the outward act. 

Regeneration means you are not just asking God to change your behavior; you are 
inviting Him to expose and heal the belief system under your behavior. As He does, 
you will begin to think differently about temptation, pain, responsibility, and truth. You will 
start to recognize the old mindset when it shows up: “I can’t handle this,” “Nobody 
understands,” “I need to get away,” “This program is too much,” “God is against me.” 
Instead of agreeing with those thoughts, you will learn to bring them into the light, 
confess them, and replace them with truth. You will begin to say, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13), “God is for me, not against me” 
(Romans 8:31), and “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted” (Psalm 34:18). Little by 
little, your mindset shifts, and when your mindset changes, your choices will begin to 
change too. 

Step 7 is right in the middle of this process. “Humbly asked Him to remove our defects 
of character” is really saying, “God, my thinking, my attitudes, and my beliefs are 
broken. I see how they have fed my addiction and my sin. I cannot fix this on my own. I 
am asking You to go deep and change the way I see You, myself, and the world.” God 
loves that kind of prayer. He resists the proud but gives grace to the humble (James 
4:6). When you humble yourself and invite Him to rewrite your mindset, He will. 

Reflection Questions 

1.​ What core beliefs about myself, God, or life have fueled my addiction and sinful 
choices?​
 

2.​ How did those beliefs show up in the way I used, lied, escaped, or hurt others?​
 

3.​ Which of my “defects of character” are most connected to my thinking (for 
example, self-pity, entitlement, resentment, pride)?​
 

4.​ What truths from God’s Word challenge and correct these old beliefs? Name at 
least one verse that speaks against a lie you’ve believed.​
 

5.​ Am I willing to ask God—not just to change my behavior—but to go deeper and 
change the way I think, react, and believe at the heart level? 

 



DAY 6 — WHY GOD WANTS TO REMOVE MY DEFECTS, NOT JUST MY 
ADDICTION 

Most men enter recovery wanting God to remove the cravings, the withdrawals, the 
legal problems, and the chaos. We want the fentanyl, meth, alcohol, pills, or porn to lose 
their grip. We want the court dates to go away. We want our families to calm down. But 
God sees deeper. Addiction was not just a behavior; it was fruit growing on a diseased 
tree. The roots were things like pride, anger, lust, fear, selfishness, rebellion, self-pity, 
dishonesty, and a deep demand to have life on our own terms. Galatians 5:19–21 calls 
these “works of the flesh,” and they were present long before the first drink or hit. Drugs 
and alcohol simply poured gasoline on what was already there. If God removed the 
addiction but left the defects, the same destructive patterns would eventually grow back 
in some other form. 

God’s goal is not just to make you a sober version of your old self; His goal is to make 
you a new man in Christ. Galatians 5:22–25 describes the “fruit of the Spirit”: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These 
are not just religious words—they are the inner qualities that actually keep a man sober 
and healthy over time. Ephesians 4:22–24 says to “put off your old self” and “put on the 
new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” The old self is the 
defect-driven, self-centered, addicted way of living. The new self is Christ-in-you, 
learning to respond differently under pressure, temptation, and stress. God wants to 
remove your defects because those defects are what led you back to the dope house, 
the bottle, the dealer, the website, and the chaos. If the roots stay, the fruit returns. 

Addiction trained your defects to run the show. When you felt pain, you ran to escape. 
When you felt fear, you lied and manipulated. When you felt anger, you exploded or 
disappeared. When you felt shame, you used more to silence it. Step 7 is where you 
begin to agree with God that these patterns are not just “how I am”—they are broken 
and need to go. This is no longer about “just staying clean”; this is about becoming holy, 
which simply means being set apart for God’s purposes instead of your addiction’s 
purposes. God is not trying to make your life smaller—He is trying to free you from 
everything that was shrinking, enslaving, and destroying you from the inside out. 

When you start wanting God to remove your defects, you move from seeking relief to 
seeking transformation. Relief says, “Make the pain stop.” Transformation says, “Make 
me more like Jesus.” Relief says, “Fix my circumstances.” Transformation says, 
“Change my heart.” The Holy Spirit uses the program structure, the DCI, correction, 
work details, and conflict with other men to reveal the exact areas He wants to change. 
The question is not whether God wants to remove your defects—the question is 
whether you will agree with Him and let Him. 



Reflection Questions — Day 6 

1.​ What are 2–3 defects of character (besides my addiction) that have caused the 
most damage in my life?​
 

2.​ How have these defects repeatedly led me back toward using or acting out?​
 

3.​ When I pray, do I mostly ask God to change my circumstances, or to change my 
heart?​
 

4.​ What does Galatians 5:22–25 show me about the kind of man God wants to form 
me into?​
 

5.​ Am I willing for God to remove my defects even if it feels uncomfortable or 
exposes my pride?​
 

 

DAY 7 — HUMILITY: THE DOORWAY TO ALL REAL CHANGE 

Humility is not soft, weak, or religious—humility is reality. Humility simply means 
agreeing with the truth about God and the truth about yourself. James 4:6 says, “God 
resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Pride is like spiritual addiction; it keeps 
you using your own strategies even when they are killing you. Pride says, “I’ve got this,” 
even when your life is in ruins. Pride says, “I’m different,” even though your story looks 
just like every other addict’s. Pride says, “I don’t need help,” even as you’re sitting in a 
program because you clearly did. In addiction, pride and chemicals worked together to 
blind you. The more you used, the more you thought you were in control. But humility 
begins when you admit, “I am not in control—and I never was.” 

In a men’s program, humility looks very practical. It looks like listening instead of arguing 
when staff or leaders point something out. It looks like accepting correction without 
instantly defending yourself or blaming others. It looks like following simple rules—being 
on time, making your bed, cleaning up, completing assignments—even when you think 
they’re unnecessary. It looks like saying, “I don’t know, can you explain that?” instead of 
pretending you already understand. It looks like sharing honestly in group instead of 
giving the “right answers.” Humility is not just what you show in chapel; it's what you live 
out in the dorm, on the job site, and in the small moments when you’re tempted to cut 
corners. 



Humility is also the only posture that can receive grace. God does not pour His power 
into a hard, defensive, self-righteous heart. He pours it into the man who says, “Lord, I 
was wrong. I need You. I can’t do this without You.” Philippians 2:5–8 shows us Jesus 
Himself as our model: He humbled Himself, made Himself nothing, and became 
obedient—even to death on a cross. If the Son of God chose humility, how much more 
do we need to? Addiction taught you to play God; humility teaches you to bow before 
God. Addiction taught you to hide; humility teaches you to step into the light. 

In Step 7, humility is the doorway to change because it admits, “My way has failed. I am 
ready for God’s way.” Humility does not guarantee that change will feel easy—but it 
guarantees that God will meet you in the process. Pride keeps you stuck, repeating the 
same patterns, having the same fights, facing the same consequences. Humility opens 
a new path: honesty, teachability, growth, and transformation. If you want to see real 
change, you cannot skip humility. It is the front door to every room of healing God wants 
to walk you into. 

Reflection Questions — Day 7 

1.​ Where do I see pride still showing up in my attitude, words, or reactions in the 
program?​
 

2.​ How has pride kept me stuck in addiction or led me back to relapse in the past?​
 

3.​ What does James 4:6 show me about why humility is so important for my 
recovery?​
 

4.​ What is one practical way I can practice humility today with staff, brothers, or 
leadership?​
 

5.​ When was the last time I honestly said, “I was wrong, I’m sorry,” without 
excuses?​
 

 

DAY 8 — ADMITTANCE AND ACCEPTANCE: OWNING MY LIFELONG NEED FOR 
RECOVERY 

Admittance is when you finally say, “I have a problem.” Acceptance is when you admit, 
“I will always need help.” Most of us had moments where we admitted we had an 
addiction—after a fight, a jail stay, a hospital visit, or a near overdose. But we didn’t 
accept that we needed ongoing recovery and ongoing dependence on God. Instead, we 



treated help like a temporary repair: “I’ll do this program, get people off my back, and 
then go back to running my own life.” That mindset is spiritual suicide for an addict. 
Addiction is not like a flu you get over; it’s more like a chronic disease that must be 
managed daily with God’s help, truth, and healthy structure. 

Step 7 requires the kind of acceptance that sees addiction as fatal if left untreated. 
Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death,” and we have already seen how close to 
death our addiction brought us. Acceptance means understanding that there is no such 
thing as “controlled using” or “social drinking” for you anymore. It also means you will 
need tools like church, meetings, accountability, DCI, journaling, Scripture, and 
community—not for a season, but for life. This is not punishment; this is protection. Just 
like a diabetic needs to monitor sugar, you need to monitor your thinking, your attitudes, 
and your spiritual condition for the rest of your life. 

Acceptance also changes your attitude toward the program. Instead of saying, “I’ve 
done my time,” you start saying, “I’m building a lifestyle.” You begin to see that what you 
are practicing here—submission to structure, dealing with emotions, owning your 
choices, confessing your sins, renewing your mind—is not “program stuff”; it’s Christian 
living. Romans 12:2 tells us to be “transformed by the renewing of your mind,” and that 
renewing is ongoing. First Corinthians 10:12 warns, “So, if you think you are standing 
firm, be careful that you don’t fall!” Acceptance keeps you dependent on God instead of 
becoming proud and drifting back toward old patterns. 

Finally, acceptance shifts your identity from “I’m a guy who messed up” to “I am a man 
who will always need grace.” That is not weakness—that is wisdom. You stop trying to 
graduate from needing God. Instead, you start building your life around Him. You accept 
that apart from Christ, your flesh will always drift back toward destruction, but in Christ, 
you can live a new kind of life—one day at a time, one choice at a time, one surrender 
at a time. 

Reflection Questions — Day 8 

1.​ Have I been treating recovery as a temporary phase or as a lifelong way of 
living?​
 

2.​ What does it mean to me personally that addiction is fatal if left untreated?​
 

3.​ How does Romans 12:2 challenge me to think about ongoing mind renewal?​
 

4.​ What tools (DCI, journaling, Scripture, meetings) do I need to keep using even 
after I leave here?​
 



5.​ What part of “lifelong need for God and recovery” is hardest for my pride to 
accept?​
 

 

DAY 9 — CHRIST IN ME: WHAT IT REALLY MEANS TO BECOME CHRIST-LIKE IN 
RECOVERY 

Many of us grew up around church language about “following Jesus” or “being like 
Christ,” but we had no idea what that meant in real life—especially in the middle of 
cravings, triggers, conflict, and stress. Galatians 2:20 says, “I have been crucified with 
Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” Second Corinthians 3:18 says we are 
“being transformed into His image with ever-increasing glory.” Regeneration is not just 
about being a more moral version of your old self—it is about Jesus Christ living His life 
through you in the dorm, at work detail, in family phone calls, and in every decision you 
make. 

Christ in you looks very specific in a men’s drug and alcohol program. It looks like 
choosing truth when lying would be easier. It looks like going to leadership and owning 
your attitude instead of stirring up division in the dorm. It looks like working hard on the 
job site even when no one is watching because you are “working as unto the Lord” 
(Colossians 3:23). It looks like responding to conflict with prayer, conversation, and 
forgiveness instead of cussing, threatening, or shutting down. It looks like bringing 
temptation into the light instead of secretly feeding it in your mind. Christ in you means 
you stop asking, “What do I feel like doing?” and start asking, “What would please Jesus 
in this moment?” 

Addiction trained you to live by impulse; Christ trains you to live by the Spirit. Romans 
8:5 says that those who live according to the flesh set their minds on what the flesh 
desires, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on what the Spirit 
desires. Being Christ-like is not about perfection; it is about direction. When you fall, you 
get back up and turn to Him instead of running back to your old god—your addiction. 
When you are tempted, you open your mouth and pray instead of silently planning sin. 
When you feel angry or disrespected, you invite Jesus into that feeling instead of letting 
it drive you. 

Over time, Christ-likeness begins to show up in subtle but powerful ways: you start 
listening more than talking, serving more than demanding, apologizing more quickly, 
and forgiving more deeply. People back home will see it. Brothers in the dorm will feel it. 
Staff will notice it in your reactions. This is the miracle of regeneration—not that you 
become religious, but that you become like Christ in the very places where sin and 



addiction used to dominate. Step 7 is where you stop trying to fix yourself and start 
inviting Christ to live through you. 

Reflection Questions — Day 9 

1.​ In what areas of my daily ranch life (dorm, work, classes) do I most need Christ 
to live through me?​
 

2.​ How has my old way of living been driven by impulse and flesh instead of the 
Spirit?​
 

3.​ What do Galatians 2:20 and 2 Corinthians 3:18 show me about how real change 
happens?​
 

4.​ What is one specific situation where I want to respond like Christ instead of like 
the old me?​
 

5.​ How can I practically invite Jesus into my triggers, cravings, and conflicts today?​
 

 
 

DAY 10 — NEW SELF-IMAGE: FROM WORTHLESS ADDICT TO ADOPTED SON 

Addiction doesn’t just wreck your body and your relationships; it attacks your identity. 
After enough arrests, relapses, broken promises, and failures, you start to believe the 
lies: “I’m just a junkie.” “I’m a screw-up.” “I ruin everything.” “I’m not worth loving.” These 
labels sink into your spirit until they feel like truth. But they are not what God says about 
you. Ephesians 1 says that in Christ you are chosen, redeemed, forgiven, and sealed 
with the Holy Spirit. First John 3:1 says, “See what great love the Father has lavished 
on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” Recovery 
without a new identity leaves you vulnerable; you’ll always drift back to the level of who 
you believe you are. 

God does not see you as “the addict who’s trying to do better.” He sees you as a son 
who is learning to walk. When you received Christ, He did not just forgive your 
record—He brought you into His family. That means your worth is not based on your 
performance, your past, or people’s opinions. It is based on the blood of Jesus and the 
love of the Father. Addiction told you that you were trash; the cross tells you that you 
were worth dying for. Addiction told you that you were hopeless; the resurrection tells 



you that new life is possible. Addiction told you that you were alone; the Holy Spirit in 
you says you are never alone again. 

A new self-image doesn’t mean you deny your past; it means you see it differently. You 
can acknowledge the wreckage without letting it define you. You can make amends 
without living in shame. You can face consequences without believing you are a lost 
cause. As your identity in Christ grows, shame loses its authority. You no longer come to 
God as a beggar hoping for scraps; you come as a son who has a place at the table 
because of Jesus. That changes how you pray, how you hold your head, how you treat 
yourself, and how you respond when you fail. 

This new identity is critical for Step 7, because if you still believe you are worthless, you 
will sabotage your own progress. But if you begin to believe you are an adopted son, 
you will start to cooperate with God’s work instead of resisting it. You will want to live in 
a way that reflects who you really are now. Regeneration is not behavior modification—it 
is identity transformation. God is not just taking the bottle or the needle out of your 
hand; He is taking the “worthless addict” label off your life and replacing it with “My 
beloved son.” 

Reflection Questions — Day 10 

1.​ What negative labels have I believed about myself because of my addiction and 
past?​
 

2.​ How do Ephesians 1 and 1 John 3:1 challenge those labels and offer me a new 
identity?​
 

3.​ How has shame influenced my choices, relationships, or attempts at recovery?​
 

4.​ What would change in my life if I truly believed I am an adopted son of God?​
 

5.​ What is one lie about my identity I need to renounce today, and what truth from 
Scripture will I replace it with? 

 

 

Day 11 – Understanding My Defects as Toxic Reactions That Sabotage Recovery 

In addiction, I treated lust, rage, self-pity, control, lying, and laziness as if they were 
simply “parts of my personality.” The Bible calls these “works of the flesh” (Galatians 



5:19–21), and experience shows they function more like toxic reactions—reflexes that 
automatically fire under stress and pull me toward destruction. Just like chemicals in my 
body react when something harmful enters, my defects react when life pressures hit. 
Some men can experience irritation or disappointment and then calm down. But when 
my old defects fire off, they often explode into fantasy, resentment, anger, manipulation, 
or escape thinking. They do not fade; they grow. They begin to sabotage my recovery 
before I even realize what happened. 

Romans 7:18 says, “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.” My 
“flesh” reacts to life in ways that are spiritually toxic. Under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol, those reactions become even more dangerous. I lied more, manipulated more, 
numbed deeper, acted out faster, and hurt people with less hesitation. These are not 
harmless personality quirks — they are warning signals of sin patterns that destroy 
sobriety, relationships, and spiritual growth. Step 7 truly begins when I stop calling these 
reactions “just how I am” and start calling them what they are: danger zones that must 
be surrendered to Christ. 

James 1:14–15 teaches how this works: desire → sin → death. My defects are the 
starting point of that progression if they are left unchecked. But by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, I can interrupt the chain. At the ranch, God is retraining my reflexes. When lust 
fires, I turn to Christ instead of feeding fantasy. When self-pity rises, I confess it instead 
of letting it drive me into isolation. When laziness tempts me, I remember that “whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). Step 7 means I stop protecting 
these toxic reactions and start exposing them to God repeatedly. Over time, consistency 
in the light allows the Holy Spirit to change my reactions from the inside out. 

Questions – Day 11 

1.​ Which toxic reaction (lust, rage, self-pity, control, lying, laziness, etc.) causes the 
most damage in my recovery right now?​
 

2.​ How does that defect show up when I’m stressed, bored, or emotionally 
triggered?​
 

3.​ How did drugs or alcohol intensify that defect and make it more dangerous?​
 

4.​ How does seeing this defect as a destructive reaction—not a personality 
trait—change how I view it?​
 

5.​ What is one way I can surrender this specific reaction to Christ today? 

 



 

 

Day 12 – How My Defects Protected Me—and Then Destroyed Me 

Most of my defects started as survival tools. Anger helped me feel powerful when I felt 
small and scared. Manipulation helped me get what I needed when I believed no one 
would help me. Numbness and checking out helped me avoid pain I didn’t know how to 
face. In the streets, in chaos, or in abusive homes, those tools sometimes kept me from 
falling apart. But what once felt like protection eventually became chains. Proverbs 
14:12 says, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” 
My way seemed right: defend myself, trust no one, get high, stay numb, never let 
anyone see me weak. Over time, those survival patterns fused with my addiction. I 
didn’t just use drugs and alcohol; I used people. I didn’t just “have a temper”; I 
destroyed relationships. I didn’t just go numb; I became unable to feel or love. 

Addiction hijacks the brain’s reward system. Every time I used anger to get my way, or 
manipulation to escape consequences, my brain got a “hit” of power and relief. 
Dopamine rewarded the behavior, reinforcing the pattern. Soon, I didn’t know how to 
live any other way. Ephesians 4:22 describes this as “your former manner of life” which 
“is being corrupted through deceitful desires.” My desires lied to me: “You have to 
protect yourself. You can’t trust anyone. Blow up. Shut down. Run.” Those lies felt true 
because they were wired into my nervous system and history. But the same God who 
saw me survive is the God who now calls me out of bondage. He understands why I 
learned these patterns, but He refuses to let me stay in them. Step 7 is where I admit, 
“Lord, these tools are killing me now. What once helped me survive is now destroying 
my sobriety and my relationships. I am ready to let You take them.” The cross of Christ 
tells me I no longer have to live by old survival laws. Romans 8:15 says I have not 
received “the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but… the Spirit of adoption as sons.” I 
am no longer a slave; I am a son. I don’t need chains to feel safe when I have a Father. 

Questions – Day 12 

1.​ Which defect did I first learn as a survival tool (anger, manipulation, numbness, 
etc.)?​
 

2.​ How did that pattern help me in my early years or street life?​
 

3.​ In what specific ways is that same pattern now destroying my relationships and 
recovery?​
 



4.​ What does it mean to me that God understands how I got here but still calls me 
to change?​
 

5.​ How does seeing myself as an adopted son (Romans 8:15) challenge my old 
survival laws?​
 

 

Day 13 – Emotional Instincts and Addiction: Fight, Flight, Freeze, and Fix 

My nervous system has four basic survival instincts: fight, flight, freeze, and fix. Trauma, 
rejection, and long-term addiction trained those instincts to fire in extreme ways. When I 
felt threatened or disrespected, I would fight—rage, cuss, threaten, or get violent. When 
I felt cornered, I would flight—run, disappear, get high, or leave the program. When life 
felt overwhelming, I would freeze—shut down, stare at a TV, scroll on my phone, or 
sleep for hours. When I felt guilty or scared of losing someone, I would 
fix—people-please, lie, manipulate, promise the world, or try to control every detail. 
Chemicals like alcohol, meth, crack, heroin, or pills intensified these instincts. The brain 
learned: “Feel pain → use → feels better (for a minute).” Romans 6:16 says, “You are 
slaves of the one whom you obey.” I obeyed my instincts and my cravings, so I became 
a slave to both. 

The Holy Spirit doesn’t erase my nervous system; He retrains it. 2 Timothy 1:7 says, 
“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” In recovery, 
the same trigger that used to send me into fight, flight, freeze, or fix is now an invitation 
to turn to Christ. When someone corrects me, my “fight” instinct flares. Instead of 
lashing out, I can breathe, pray, and ask, “Lord, is there truth in this?” When I feel like 
running, I can tell a brother, “I want to bolt right now—pray with me.” When I feel frozen 
and numb, I can get up, go to work duty, and ask God to meet me in motion. When I feel 
panicked to fix everyone and everything, I can remember that Jesus is Savior, not me. 
Over time, as I repeatedly choose obedience to God instead of my old instinct, new 
pathways form in my brain. This is sanctification at the level of the nervous system. Step 
7 is where I bring not just my behaviors but my instincts to God and say, “Lord, You 
know how I react without thinking. Train my reactions to look like Jesus.” 

Questions – Day 13 

1.​ Which instinct is strongest in me—fight, flight, freeze, or fix? Give an example.​
 

2.​ How has addiction used that instinct to pull me back into old patterns?​
 



3.​ Where do I see fear under my instinctual reactions? (fear of rejection, failure, 
pain, etc.)​
 

4.​ What would it look like to invite the Holy Spirit into my first reaction, not just my 
regret afterward?​
 

5.​ Who is one brother or leader I can be honest with when that instinct is triggered?​
 

 

 

Day 14 – Bringing Every Thought and Emotion Captive to Christ 

2 Corinthians 10:5 calls us to “take every thought captive to obey Christ.” For an addict 
in recovery, that is not a spiritual slogan; it is life or death. My triggers almost always 
start in my thoughts and emotions: a memory, a fantasy, a resentment, a fear. The 
thought says, “You deserve a break. No one appreciates you. You’ll never change. She 
rejected you. You’re a failure. Just get high one time.” The emotion follows: shame, 
rage, loneliness, craving. If I let those thoughts and feelings run loose, they will 
eventually drive me to the old solution—dope, alcohol, porn, or some other 
self-destructive escape. James 1:14–15 warns that desire gives birth to sin, and sin 
brings forth death. The battle is won or lost long before the relapse. It’s won or lost 
when I choose what to do with that first thought. 

Taking a thought captive means I catch it, name it, and drag it into the light of 
Christ. Instead of agreeing with the lie, I answer it with truth. When the thought says, 
“You’re still the same worthless addict,” I answer, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17). When resentment rises against a family member, I 
confess it and pray, “Lord, forgive me as I forgive them” (Matthew 6:12). When fantasies 
about lust come, I refuse to nurse them and call them what they are—poison to my soul. 
Practically, this means I talk to God out loud, I open my Bible, and I tell a brother instead 
of hiding. It also means I bring my emotions to Christ honestly: “Lord, I feel lonely, angry, 
ashamed, and I want to escape. Help me.” Hebrews 4:15–16 reminds me that Jesus is 
a High Priest who sympathizes with my weakness and invites me to draw near for 
mercy and grace in time of need. Step 7 is not just about big dramatic defects; it is 
about the thousands of micro-surrenders in my thought life every day. The more I 
practice this, the more natural it becomes, and the less power triggers have over me. 

Questions – Day 14 



1.​ What is one recurring thought that often leads me toward temptation or relapse 
thinking?​
 

2.​ What emotion usually rides with that thought (shame, anger, fear, loneliness)?​
 

3.​ What Scripture can I use to answer that thought the next time it shows up?​
 

4.​ How honest am I with God about my emotions, really? What am I hiding?​
 

5.​ Who can I text, call, or talk to quickly when I feel a wave of triggers or fantasies?​
 

 

Day 15 – Redirection of Values: From Self-Gratification to Eternal Things 

Before Christ, my values were simple: feel good, avoid pain, get mine. Drugs, alcohol, 
sex, money, status, and thrills were the “treasures” I chased. Jesus confronts this 
directly: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth… but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven… for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 
6:19–21). Addiction taught my heart to treasure the high. My schedule, money, 
relationships, and energy followed that treasure. I lied to my family, stole from my job, 
risked my freedom—all because my heart worshiped the next hit. That is why recovery 
is not just behavior change; it is value change. Step 7 means I ask God not just to 
remove symptoms but to overhaul what I treasure. 

In Christ, God invites me to a different value system: Christ Himself, godly character, 
people, and eternal rewards. The ranch is God’s classroom for this. When I show up for 
work detail on time, I am saying, “I value faithfulness.” When I apologize instead of 
defending myself, I am saying, “I value humility and relationship over pride.” When I 
choose Bible study over gossip, I am saying, “I value truth over drama.” Colossians 3:2 
commands, “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” 
This is an intentional act. I ask, “Lord, change what my heart loves. Help me to love 
what You love.” Slowly, my heart starts to find joy in things I used to despise—honesty, 
service, stability, purity. At the same time, I ask God to show me where I still cling to 
earthly treasures. As long as I secretly value my image, my comfort, or my right to do 
what I want, I am at risk. The Holy Spirit gently puts His finger on those idols. Step 7 is 
where I agree: “Yes, Lord. Take that too.” Over time, Christ becomes my treasure, and 
sobriety becomes a by-product of a new heart. 

Questions – Day 15 



1.​ If someone watched my last month, what would they say I truly value?​
 

2.​ How did addiction train me to value the high over everything else?​
 

3.​ Which earthly treasures (comfort, status, attention, pleasure) still pull on my 
heart?​
 

4.​ What is one eternal value (Christ, character, people) I want God to grow in me 
this week?​
 

5.​ How can I practice that new value in a concrete way today at the ranch?​
 

 

Day 16 – Refocusing My Goals: From Surviving the Day to Seeking the Kingdom 

In addiction, my main goal was simple: make it through the day and get what I 
needed. Everything else was background noise. Bills, family, health, and future all 
bowed down to one mission—stay high, stay numb, stay alive. Jesus gives a very 
different goal: “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). Step 7 is not just about asking God to 
delete defects; it is about asking Him to give me new aims. Philippians 2:13 says, “For 
it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” God not only 
gives me new behavior; He gives me new desires and new goals. 

At the ranch, it may feel like my goals are small—finish the day, get through class, do 
my work project, stay out of trouble. But God is using these small goals to train me for 
larger kingdom purposes. When I aim only at “just surviving,” I get bored, restless, 
resentful, and my mind drifts back to the old life. When I aim at seeking the kingdom, I 
begin to ask, “Lord, how can I grow today? How can I serve? How can I become the 
man You created me to be?” That shift changes everything. Work duty becomes 
discipleship, not punishment. Classes become equipping, not just requirements. Conflict 
becomes a chance to practice humility and forgiveness. My ultimate goal becomes 
pleasing God, not just completing a program. Then, amazingly, “all these 
things”—provision, direction, relationships—start to align in ways I could not engineer. 
Step 7 is where I say, “God, refocus my goals. I am tired of living small. I want my life to 
count for Your kingdom.” 

Questions – Day 16 



1.​ Before coming here, what were my real goals, day to day? Be honest.​
 

2.​ How did “just surviving” actually keep me trapped in addiction and chaos?​
 

3.​ What does it mean to me personally to “seek first the kingdom of God”?​
 

4.​ What is one kingdom-oriented goal I can set for this week (character, service, 
obedience)?​
 

5.​ How can I cooperate with Philippians 2:13—God working in me “to will and to 
work”?​
 

 

Day 17 – Step 7: Becoming Entirely Ready for God to Remove My Shortcomings 

Step 7 says we were “entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.” 
Most of us like the idea of relief, but not the reality of readiness. There are defects I 
secretly enjoy: resentment that makes me feel superior, lust that gives me fantasy 
comfort, sarcasm that makes me feel clever, control that makes me feel safe. Being 
entirely ready means I stop protecting those defects like pets. Psalm 139:23–24 
becomes my prayer: “Search me, O God, and know my heart… see if there be any 
grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” At the ranch, God uses rules, 
schedules, leaders, brothers, and conflicts as mirrors to show me where I still cling to 
my own way. 

Readiness is not perfection; it is agreement. I agree with God that my defects are 
dangerous, and I agree to let Him deal with them in His way and time. Sometimes that 
means He exposes them in front of others, which humbles me. Sometimes He blocks 
me from situations where that defect would flourish, and I feel frustrated. Sometimes He 
removes something abruptly; other times He lets me feel the pain of it longer so I really 
learn. Hebrews 12:11 says, “For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.” Step 7 is me saying, 
“Lord, I won’t argue with Your discipline. I am entirely ready for You to do whatever it 
takes.” That readiness is tested when my comfort is touched. Do I still want God to 
remove my pride when it means apologizing? Do I still want Him to remove lust when it 
means changing what I watch, what I think about, and who I talk to? Readiness is 
proven by surrender in the small, daily choices I make. 

Questions – Day 17 



1.​ Which defect do I secretly still enjoy or protect (resentment, lust, sarcasm, 
control, etc.)?​
 

2.​ What would it realistically cost me to let God begin removing that defect?​
 

3.​ How has God already been using people or circumstances here to expose my 
shortcomings?​
 

4.​ Where do I still argue with God’s discipline instead of accepting it as love?​
 

5.​ What does “entirely ready” need to look like today in one practical decision?​
 

 

Day 18 – Praying Step 7: “Lord, Change What I Can’t Change in Myself” 

Step 7 is not a self-help project; it is a prayerful surrender. I cannot surgically remove 
pride, lust, fear, or dishonesty from my own heart. I can cooperate with God, but I 
cannot transform myself. Jesus said, “Apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
So Step 7 becomes a daily, specific prayer: “Lord, change what I cannot change in 
myself.” This is more than, “God, make me better.” It is concrete: “Lord, today I 
surrender my anger toward my father, my lust toward women, my habit of exaggerating, 
my laziness in work, my need to control everything. I admit I cannot fix these, and I ask 
You to begin Your work in them.” Philippians 1:6 promises that He who began a good 
work in us will carry it on to completion. 

At the ranch, God gives me opportunities every day to pray Step 7 in real time. When I 
feel the urge to lie, I can whisper, “Lord, help me tell the truth right now.” When I want to 
cut corners on my work duty, I can pray, “Lord, give me a diligent heart.” When lust hits 
my mind, I can pray, “Lord, cleanse my imagination and turn my eyes.” Over time, these 
small Step 7 prayers create a new reflex. Instead of running to the old solution 
(self-effort or self-destruction), I run to Christ. It’s important to write down a personal 
Step 7 prayer—naming my defects and inviting God in. This written prayer becomes a 
weapon I can read out loud when I feel stuck. Psalm 51, David’s confession, is a 
powerful model: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me” 
(Psalm 51:10). Step 7 isn’t magic words; it is a lifestyle of dependence. 

Questions – Day 18 

1.​ What are three specific defects I need to name in my personal Step 7 prayer?​
 



2.​ How have I tried to change these on my own, and how has that failed?​
 

3.​ What promise or Scripture gives me hope that God can actually change me?​
 

4.​ When during my day is it most critical that I stop and pray Step 7 (morning, work, 
night)?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to write and regularly pray a personal Step 7 prayer? Why or why 
not?​
 

 

Day 19 – Letting Brothers and Leaders Help Me See My Blind Spots 

By definition, I cannot see my own blind spots. Proverbs 27:6 says, “Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend.” In addiction, I surrounded myself with people who either didn’t 
know me well or wouldn’t confront me. At the ranch, God flips that. He places me in a 
community where leaders, staff, and brothers watch my life up close. They see patterns 
I can’t see: tone, attitudes, eye-rolling, half-truths, laziness, flirting, withdrawal, 
manipulation. They also see growth I don’t see. Step 7 humility means I allow others to 
act like mirrors. Tools like DCI scores, group feedback, and correction from staff are not 
weapons to shame me but instruments to show me what God wants to work on next. 

Hebrews 3:13 says, “Exhort one another every day… that none of you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” Sin is deceitful; it convinces me I’m fine, or that 
everyone else is the problem. When a brother says, “You’re still defensive,” or a leader 
says, “You cut corners on that job,” my flesh wants to fight, justify, or shut down. Step 7 
invites me to respond differently: “Lord, is there truth here?” Even if the other person 
doesn’t say it perfectly, I can ask You to show me what to keep. The humble man grows 
quickly because he lets others help him see. The proud man stays stuck. James 4:6 
says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” I must decide: Do I want 
comfort for my ego or grace for my transformation? I cannot have both. Step 7 uses 
community as God’s x-ray machine. 

Questions – Day 19 

1.​ How do I usually react when I’m corrected—defensive, shut down, blame, or 
receive?​
 



2.​ What is one piece of feedback I’ve received here that I know was true, even if it 
hurt?​
 

3.​ How could DCI scores or written evaluations become tools instead of threats for 
me?​
 

4.​ Who is one brother or leader I can invite to speak honestly into my blind spots?​
 

5.​ What does it mean to me that “God gives grace to the humble” in this area?​
 

 

Day 20 – Education Night: How Recovery Literally Rebuilds the Brain Over Time 

Addiction is not only a spiritual and moral issue; it literally rewires the brain. Drugs and 
alcohol flood the brain’s reward system with dopamine, teaching my brain that getting 
high is the fastest way to feel pleasure or relief. Over time, natural rewards (family, work, 
worship, healthy relationships) feel dull. The prefrontal cortex, which handles 
decision-making and impulse control, gets weakened. The stress system gets 
over-activated. This is why, even when I want to change, my brain screams for the old 
solution. Romans 7:15 describes it: “I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate.” Understanding this doesn’t excuse my sin, but it helps me see why daily 
obedience and structure are so critical. The good news is that God designed the brain 
with neuroplasticity—the ability to form new pathways with repeated experiences. As I 
walk in the Spirit, God uses this design for my healing. 

Meetings, Scripture, worship, work duty, honesty in groups, making amends, and 
serving others are not random program rules; they are new experiences that, over 
time, build new neural pathways. When I consistently read the Word instead of scrolling 
junk, my brain begins to link peace and clarity with Scripture instead of with drugs. 
When I show up for work, my brain associates responsibility with satisfaction, not with 
boredom. When I confess temptation instead of hiding, my brain learns that safety is 
found in the light, not in secrecy. Romans 12:2 says, “Be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind.” That renewal is spiritual and physical. God’s Spirit renews my inner man, 
and repeated obedience rewires my brain. Galatians 6:7–8 reminds me that I reap what 
I sow. If I sow to the flesh—fantasy, laziness, defiance—I reinforce old pathways. If I 
sow to the Spirit—truth, discipline, worship—I reinforce new ones. Step 7 is a long-term 
partnership: God provides the power and the environment; I provide willingness and 
repeated yes’s. Recovery is not overnight, but it is real. Over months and years of 
walking with Christ, my brain and my heart begin to want what God wants. 



Questions – Day 20 

1.​ How have I personally experienced the “pull” of old brain patterns even after 
deciding to change?​
 

2.​ Which program activities do I still see as “just rules” instead of tools to rebuild my 
brain?​
 

3.​ What is one new healthy habit I can intentionally practice this week to form a new 
pathway?​
 

4.​ How does Romans 12:2 help me see that mind renewal is both spiritual and 
practical?​
 

5.​ Where do I need patience with myself, trusting that consistent obedience will 
bear fruit over time?​
 

 

Day 21 – Thinking in 3-D: Past, Present, Future at the Same Time 

Real regeneration is three-dimensional. Most of us came into addiction living in only one 
dimension at a time. Sometimes we lived stuck in the past, replaying old wounds and 
old stories until they became our entire identity: what my dad did, what my ex said, what 
I went through. Other times we lived only for the moment, chasing the next high, the 
next thrill, the next escape, with no concern for consequences. Or we would fantasize 
about the future in a fog—big plans, big talk, but no concrete obedience today. Thinking 
in three dimensions means I learn to look back honestly with Christ, live surrendered in 
the present moment, and plan forward with God instead of with my flesh. 

The Bible calls me to this kind of thinking. In Ephesians 2, Paul reminds believers of 
their past: “You were dead in trespasses and sins.” He then speaks to their present: “But 
God… made us alive together with Christ.” Then he speaks to their future: “That in the 
coming ages He might show the exceeding riches of His grace.” God Himself talks 
about my life in past, present, and future. If I want real change, I have to learn to do the 
same. Denial about my past keeps me from repentance. Dishonesty about my present 
keeps me from reality. Hopelessness about my future keeps me from faith. 

Addiction is powered by one-dimensional thinking. When I used, I either obsessed 
about what had been done to me or what I had done, and used to numb it, or I fixated 
on “right now” and ignored the wreckage that would come tomorrow. When I did think 



about the future, it was usually in a fantasy way: I’ll clean up someday, I’ll be a good dad 
one day, I’ll get it together when this run is over. But I never let God into my plans. 
James 4:13–15 warns about saying, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a 
town…” without saying, “If the Lord wills.” In other words, I used to play god with my 
time. 

Thinking in 3-D at the ranch looks like this: I let God and His Word define my past 
instead of my excuses. I name the truth about my family history, my trauma, my choices, 
and the patterns that shaped me. I admit where I sinned and where I was sinned 
against. Then I bring it all under the cross, not to stay stuck there, but so that shame no 
longer has to own me. In the present, I honestly assess how I am living today—my 
attitude in class, my work ethic, my honesty in group, my thoughts, my hidden struggles. 
I stop pretending that being in a program automatically equals growth. Galatians 6:4 
says, “Let each one examine his own work.” That is present-tense responsibility. 

For the future, I begin to invite God into my direction instead of just dreaming. I ask Him 
what kind of man He is forming me to be: sober, stable, dependable, Christ-like, a 
servant, a man who can be trusted with relationships and responsibilities. Then I 
recognize that the seeds of that future are planted today. The decisions I make in this 
dorm, on this job, in this class, are shaping the man I will be out there. Thinking in 3-D 
keeps me from the extremes of denial, despair, and fantasy and anchors me in a 
God-shaped view of my whole life. 

Questions – Day 21 

1.​ Do I tend to live more stuck in my past, trapped in the moment, or lost in fantasy 
about the future?​
 

2.​ How has one-dimensional thinking fueled my addiction and my bad decisions?​
 

3.​ What is one painful part of my past I need to face with Christ instead of running 
from it?​
 

4.​ If I were honest, what does my present attitude and behavior say about the man I 
am becoming?​
 

5.​ What kind of future man do I believe God wants to form in me, and what is one 
step today that moves me in that direction?​
 

 



 

Day 22 – Facing My Past Without Getting Stuck in It 

The Regeneration Contract approach teaches me to tell the truth about my past without 
getting swallowed by it. Most of us came in with one of two problems: either we 
minimized our history (“It wasn’t that bad; people are overreacting”), or we were crushed 
by it (“I’m beyond hope; what I did is unforgivable”). Both positions are rooted in 
pride—one defends, the other decides God’s grace is not enough. Real recovery 
requires that I let God lead me into an honest, balanced view of where I’ve come from. 

Psalm 51 gives a picture of this kind of honesty. David says, “Against You, You only, 
have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight.” He does not make excuses or blame 
others. He owns his sin before God. At the same time, he does not stay in despair. He 
cries out, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” His 
confession leads to cleansing and restoration. If I am going to face my past without 
getting stuck, I need both parts: full ownership and full belief in God’s power to cleanse. 

Practically, that means I sit down with paper, pen, and God, and I look honestly at my 
story. I consider my family background, my early wounds, my first encounters with 
substances, my criminal behavior, my sexual sin, my dishonesty, my betrayals, my 
violence, my patterns of running and avoiding. I admit that my addiction did not appear 
overnight; it was built through many choices, many lies, and many small surrenders to 
the flesh. I also acknowledge the damage I caused: broken trust, frightened children, 
grieving parents, used women, stolen money, lost opportunities. This is not to crush me 
but to scrape away denial. 

At the same time, I refuse to camp in shame. I remember that 1 John 1:9 promises that 
if I confess my sins, He is faithful and just to forgive and cleanse. I remember Hebrews 
9:14, which says that the blood of Christ cleanses our conscience from dead works so 
we can serve the living God. My past explains how I got here, but it does not have to 
dictate where I go from here. Facing it with Christ allows me to see the patterns I must 
break, the amends I must eventually make, and the lies I must renounce. It also allows 
me to begin receiving the comfort and healing of God in places I have avoided for years. 

Questions – Day 22 

1.​ Where have I been minimizing or justifying parts of my past instead of owning 
them?​
 



2.​ Where have I been drowning in shame, acting as if my sin is bigger than Christ’s 
blood?​
 

3.​ What specific patterns from my past do I now see clearly that I need God to 
transform?​
 

4.​ How does David’s example in Psalm 51 model both honesty and hope for me?​
 

5.​ What is one concrete step I can take this week to face my past with God instead 
of avoiding it?​
 

 

Day 23 – Why I’m Really Here: Crisis, Court, Family, and God’s Mercy 

On paper, there are many reasons I might be in this program: a judge’s order, probation 
requirements, a deal with my family, being homeless, ruining my health, or having 
nowhere else to go. But spiritually, underneath all of that, there is a deeper reason: 
God’s mercy. If my addiction had continued unchecked, it could have killed me in the 
street, in a cell, or alone in a room. Instead, I am in a Christ-centered environment, 
surrounded by truth, structure, and the possibility of a new life. 

Psalm 119:67 says, “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Your word.” God 
often uses affliction to stop us from going further. My arrest, my overdose, my eviction, 
my children being taken, my spouse leaving—these might feel like the worst things that 
ever happened to me, but in God’s hands they become the turning points that got me 
here. Romans 2:4 asks, “Do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and 
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?” His 
goodness sometimes looks like letting my life fall apart so I will finally look up. 

Seeing why I’m really here changes my attitude. If I believe I am only here because I got 
a bad break, because the system is unfair, or because my family ganged up on me, I 
will stay resentful and resistant. I will do the bare minimum, complain, test the rules, and 
dream about getting back to “my life.” But if I see myself as a man God rescued, I will 
begin to thank Him for the very things that humbled me. I will start asking, “Lord, what 
are You trying to teach me through this?” instead of, “How fast can I get out of here?” 

In three-dimensional thinking, I look back at the crisis that brought me to my knees, I 
see that my present placement here is a gift, and I consider how my future could look if I 
cooperate with what God is doing. Judges, probation officers, and family members are 
human instruments, but behind them stands a Father who refuses to let me keep 



destroying myself without a fight. I am not here by accident. God has intervened, and 
the wisest thing I can do is agree with His intervention. 

Questions – Day 23 

1.​ If I am completely honest, what specific crisis or turning point really drove me into 
this program?​
 

2.​ How have I been blaming others for my being here instead of seeing God’s 
mercy behind it?​
 

3.​ In what ways can I see God’s protection in the timing of my arrest, overdose, or 
collapse?​
 

4.​ How would my mindset change if I began thanking God daily for bringing me 
here?​
 

5.​ What is one area right now where I sense God saying, “I brought you here to 
deal with this”?​
 

 

Day 24 – What I Need to Work on While I’m Here 

Being in a long-term program is not the same thing as changing. Time alone does not 
heal character; truth and obedience do. Ephesians 5:15–16 tells me to walk carefully 
and to redeem the time because the days are evil. Redeeming the time here means I do 
not float through months of classes and work details without clear areas of growth. I ask 
God and safe leaders, “What do I most need to work on while I’m here?” 

Addiction didn’t just make me use substances; it trained me into a lifestyle: lying when 
cornered, manipulating to get what I wanted, quitting when things were hard, isolating 
when I was ashamed, blaming others when I was caught. These habits are like ruts in a 
dirt road. If nothing changes, my life will fall back into them the moment I leave. 
Regeneration means God wants to pull me out of those ruts and teach me new 
ways—honesty, responsibility, staying, serving, listening, working with integrity. 
Colossians 3:9–10 says to put off the old self with its practices and put on the new self, 
being renewed in knowledge according to the image of Christ. 

So I start naming specific targets. I may need to work on honesty in all forms, from big 
lies to small exaggerations. I may need to work on laziness, learning to do my work “as 



unto the Lord” (Colossians 3:23). I may need to work on emotional responsibility, 
learning to say, “I felt hurt when…” instead of exploding or disappearing. I may need to 
work on taking correction without always arguing. I may need to work on spiritual 
disciplines: daily Scripture, prayer, and real participation in worship instead of just 
standing there. 

At the same time, I ask God to reveal the attitudes that fuel my behaviors. Pride, 
entitlement, self-pity, and rebellion are like roots; my outward behavior is the fruit. If I 
only try to behave better without letting God change my heart, I will get temporary 
compliance, not transformation. James 4:10 says, “Humble yourselves in the sight of 
the Lord, and He will lift you up.” A man who uses this program well is not the one who 
looks the best on the outside; it’s the one who gets low before God and lets Him dig 
deep. 

Questions – Day 24 

1.​ Looking honestly at my life, what three behaviors most need to change if my 
future is going to be different?​
 

2.​ What attitudes underneath those behaviors (like pride, entitlement, or self-pity) 
do I see God putting His finger on?​
 

3.​ How have I been tempted to “ride out” this program instead of actively using it to 
grow?​
 

4.​ What is one specific area I can ask a leader to help me be accountable in during 
this season?​
 

5.​ If I really cooperated with God’s work over these months, what kind of man could 
I be by the time I graduate?​
 

 

Day 25 – Breaking My Old Vision of the Future (“I’ll Always Be This Way”) 

After enough cycles of trying and failing, promising and breaking promises, getting clean 
and relapsing, a sentence gets carved into the heart: “I’ll always be this way.” That belief 
becomes a cage. It robs me of motivation because why try if I am convinced I will end 
up right back in the same mess? Proverbs 13:12 says, “Hope deferred makes the heart 
sick.” My heart has been made sick by deferred hope. But the second half of that verse 



says, “A desire fulfilled is a tree of life.” God wants to restore real hope in place of my 
old, hopeless vision of the future. 

The old vision usually formed from a mixture of painful experiences and demonic lies. 
Parents said I’d “never amount to anything.” Teachers said I was “trouble.” Partners said 
I would “never change.” Courts saw me as another case number. I reinforced all of this 
by my choices. Over time, I began to agree: “This is just who I am—a screw-up, an 
addict, a criminal, a lost cause.” Second Corinthians 10:5 tells me to bring every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ. That includes these identity statements about 
my future. 

Christ offers a different story. Jeremiah 29:11 was written to people in captivity because 
of their own sin, yet God told them He still had plans for their welfare, not for evil, to give 
them a future and a hope. Second Corinthians 5:17 says that anyone in Christ is a new 
creation. That does not mean my history disappears, but it does mean it no longer has 
the right to define my future. Romans 8:28 promises that God can work all things—even 
my failures and sins—together for good as I love Him and answer His call. 

Breaking my old vision means I begin to renounce the internal vows I’ve made: “I will 
always relapse. I will never be a good dad. I will always be alone. I will always end up 
back inside.” I confess these as lies, not as humility. Then I start replacing them with 
what God says. I may not feel it yet, but faith begins where my agreement changes. My 
future does not have to be a repeat of my past if I walk with a different Master. 

Questions – Day 25 

1.​ What is one sentence I have believed or spoken that captures my hopeless view 
of my future?​
 

2.​ How did that belief take root in my life—whose words, what failures, what pain 
helped write it?​
 

3.​ Which Bible verse speaks most directly against that old belief about my future?​
 

4.​ What would it look like, in real life, if I started agreeing with God’s vision for my 
future instead of my old one?​
 

5.​ Today, am I willing to say, “Lord, I break agreement with the lie that I’ll always be 
this way, and I choose to believe what You say about me”?​
 

 



Day 26 – Total Abstinence With Serenity: Why There Is No “Just One” Anymore 

For a true addict, the idea of “just one” is like playing with a loaded gun. My body and 
brain do not respond to substances and certain behaviors in a normal way. Years of use 
have wired my reward system to light up at the first sip, the first hit, the first pill, the first 
image. That first “one” is not neutral; it reactivates buried cravings and obsession. 
Ephesians 5:18 commands, “Do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be 
filled with the Spirit.” The issue is not just drunkenness; it is anything that leads me back 
under the control of a substance or behavior instead of the control of God’s Spirit. 

Galatians 5:16–17 says that if I walk in the Spirit, I will not fulfill the lust of the flesh, 
because the flesh and the Spirit are in constant conflict. My flesh will always whisper, 
“You can handle it now. You’re stronger. Just one won’t hurt.” But my history proves 
otherwise. Every time I have tried controlled using, I have eventually slid back into 
uncontrolled using. Maybe not the first day, but the pattern always emerges. My allergy 
is not just physical; it is spiritual and mental. My thinking around mood-altering 
substances and compulsive behaviors is twisted. As long as I leave the door open for 
“just one,” I am not really surrendered. 

Total abstinence sounds harsh until I see what partial surrender has done to my life. The 
men who stay free long-term are not those who manage their addiction but those who 
bury it. Romans 6:11 tells me to reckon myself dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. Dead means dead, not occasionally visiting the grave. When I embrace that for 
myself—that there is no safe amount, no safe scenario, no safe time—I begin to rest. I 
am no longer burning energy debating if I can use again someday. I have decided. 
Serenity grows inside that decision. 

Thinking three-dimensionally, I see my past attempts at “just one” for what they were: 
setups for disaster. In the present, I make a firm commitment between me and God: I 
will abstain completely from the substances and behaviors that once controlled me. For 
the future, I trust that He will fill the space those things occupied with His Spirit, His 
presence, His people, and new, healthy joys I could not imagine while high. Total 
abstinence is not about what I lose; it is about what I finally get to gain. 

Questions – Day 26 

1.​ When I look back honestly, what happened the last few times I tried to have “just 
one”?​
 

2.​ What substances or behaviors am I still secretly fantasizing about being able to 
control someday?​
 



3.​ How does my body, mind, and spirit react differently to those things than a 
non-addict’s would?​
 

4.​ What might serenity feel like if I fully surrendered the right to ever go back?​
 

5.​ Am I willing today to tell God plainly, “There is no ‘just one’ for me anymore; I 
choose total abstinence and trust You with my future”?​
 

 

Day 27 – From Self-Hatred to Acceptance: Receiving God’s Love When I Feel 
Unworthy 

Addiction is soaked in shame. Every broken promise, every lie, every abandoned 
responsibility, every relapse adds another layer. Over time, I don’t just feel bad about 
what I’ve done; I start to hate who I am. Self-hatred says, “You are disgusting. You ruin 
everything. You don’t deserve love. God is done with you.” That may feel honest, but it 
is not. It is an agreement with the enemy of my soul. The cross shows that God moved 
toward me while I was at my worst, not after I cleaned up. Romans 5:8 declares that 
God demonstrates His love in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Self-hatred often masquerades as humility. I say, “I’m just being real. I know what I am.” 
But true humility agrees with what God says, not with my feelings or my guilt. First John 
3:1 invites me to “behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
should be called children of God.” That is spoken to people with a past. When I cling to 
self-hatred, I am essentially telling God that His verdict is wrong and mine is right. I am 
saying my sin is bigger than His grace. 

Moving from self-hatred to acceptance does not mean I minimize my sin. It means I 
allow the blood of Jesus to be big enough for even my story. It means when I confess 
my sins, I also confess His forgiveness. First John 1:9 says He is faithful and just to 
forgive and cleanse. If He is just to forgive, that means the price has truly been paid. I 
no longer have to keep crucifying myself for what Christ already died for. I can join 
David in Psalm 51 when he asks, “Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.” Joy comes 
when I receive what I cannot earn. 

In a three-dimensional view, my past shows me why I feel filthy, my present is the place 
where God offers cleansing, and my future can actually be shaped by His love instead 
of my shame. At the ranch, this looks like choosing to show up fully in worship even 
when I feel unworthy, allowing myself to be encouraged by leaders and brothers instead 
of pushing them away, and beginning to speak about myself as a man in process, loved 



by God, instead of as pure trash. My feelings may take time to catch up, but my choices 
can begin reflecting the truth right now. 

Questions – Day 27 

1.​ What are some of the phrases I say about myself that reflect self-hatred rather 
than God’s truth?​
 

2.​ How has self-hatred affected my willingness to receive help, love, or forgiveness 
from others?​
 

3.​ What Scriptures about God’s love and my identity in Christ most challenge my 
negative view of myself?​
 

4.​ What is one way I can act today as if I am a loved, forgiven son of God, even if 
my feelings are not there yet?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to confess self-hatred as unbelief and ask the Lord to help me 
receive His acceptance instead?​
 

 

 

 

 

Day 28 – What Healthy Recovery Actually Looks Like (Destination Picture) 

If I do not know what health looks like, I will have no clear way to measure whether I am 
moving toward it. Lesson 17 in the Men’s Regeneration material describes five signs of 
true recovery: total abstinence with serenity, admission and acceptance, becoming 
Christ-like, a new self-image and value system, and maintained relationships. Together 
they form a destination picture—a snapshot of where God is taking me if I cooperate. 

Healthy recovery is not just white-knuckling my way through life without using. It is living 
in growing peace because I have surrendered to a new Master. Total abstinence with 
serenity means not only that I am not picking up, but that I am learning to walk in the 
Spirit daily so that the cravings and compulsions no longer control me like before. 
Admission and acceptance mean that I no longer live in denial about my condition or my 



ongoing need. I admit I have a chronic, fatal disease spiritually and physically, and I 
accept that I must stay submitted to God and to healthy structures for life. 

Becoming Christ-like is the heart of real recovery. Romans 8:29 says God’s purpose is 
to conform me to the image of His Son. That means over time I am becoming more 
honest, more patient, more self-controlled, more loving, more servant-hearted. In 
addiction, I was the center. In Christ, He becomes the center. My new self-image and 
value system flow from this. I stop seeing myself only as a dope fiend who caught a 
break and start seeing myself as an adopted son being trained by his Father. I stop 
valuing highs, thrills, drama, and fast money and start valuing character, faithfulness, 
relationships, and eternal things. 

Maintained relationships are another key piece of the picture. Addiction isolates and 
destroys trust. Healthy recovery seeks reconciliation where possible and builds honest, 
stable relationships where old ones are too damaged or unsafe to restore fully. Romans 
12:18 says, “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.” 
That means I take responsibility for my side of the street, make amends when 
appropriate, and learn to be trustworthy over time. I do not try to fix everything 
overnight, but I do stop running and start showing up. 

Questions – Day 28 

1.​ When I imagine myself healthy, do I see this full picture, or do I only see “not 
using”?​
 

2.​ Which part of this destination picture feels most present in my life right now, even 
in small ways?​
 

3.​ Which part feels the furthest away, and why do I think that is?​
 

4.​ How does making Christ-likeness the center goal change how I view my recovery 
process?​
 

5.​ What is one practical step I can take this week that moves me closer to this kind 
of healthy life?​
 

 

Day 29 – Deciding to Cooperate With the Process, Not Just Endure It 



A lot of men survive programs; fewer let programs remake them. Endurance says, “I’ll 
put in my time, follow enough rules not to get kicked out, and then get back to my life.” 
Cooperation says, “This is my life now. God is using this place to rebuild me, and I will 
lean into everything He brings.” Philippians 2:12–13 captures this partnership: I am 
called to “work out” my salvation with fear and trembling, because God is at work in me 
to will and to act according to His good pleasure. 

Enduring shows up as chronic complaining, constant testing of boundaries, 
surface-level participation in groups, and doing the bare minimum. My body is present, 
but my heart is somewhere else. Cooperating looks like asking questions, admitting 
when I do not understand, confessing when I am struggling instead of hiding, being 
willing to accept consequences without always arguing, and viewing leaders and rules 
as tools God is using to shape me rather than as obstacles to fight. 

Hebrews 12:11 acknowledges that no discipline seems pleasant at the time but painful; 
later, for those trained by it, it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. The training is 
not automatic. I can go through the exact same circumstances and either come out 
bitter and unchanged or humbled and transformed. The difference is whether I submit to 
the process. At the ranch, this means I stop looking for ways to coast. I show up fully to 
classes and chapel. I take notes. I engage in groups honestly. I work hard on 
assignments. I ask God, “What are You trying to work in me through this?” instead of 
resenting every demand. 

Three-dimensional thinking reminds me that my past is full of times I resisted any 
discipline and did whatever I wanted, and I know where that got me. My present is a 
rare chance to live under loving, structured discipline for my own good. My future will 
reflect what I do with this opportunity. The process is not always comfortable, but it is 
customized by a wise Father who knows exactly what my soul needs. 

Questions – Day 29 

1.​ In what specific ways have I been merely enduring this program instead of 
actively cooperating with it?​
 

2.​ How do I typically react when I am corrected or given consequences—do I argue, 
shut down, blame, or receive?​
 

3.​ What is one area where I sense God inviting me to lean in more instead of 
checking out?​
 



4.​ How could my experience here change if I began seeing rules, structure, and 
feedback as part of God’s training?​
 

5.​ Am I willing today to pray, “Lord, I choose to cooperate with Your process, even 
when it is uncomfortable or humbling”?​
 

 

Day 30 – Checkpoint: A 30-Day Reflection on What God Has Started in Me 

Thirty days into a long-term regeneration program is a crucial checkpoint. Enough time 
has passed for some of the fog to lift, routines to be learned, and first layers of denial to 
crack. At the same time, there is still a long way to go. This is the perfect moment to 
pause and ask, “What has God already started in me, and what is He wanting to do 
next?” Lamentations 3:40 says, “Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us 
return to the Lord.” Honest examination is part of spiritual maturity. 

I look back over the past month and consider my thinking. Do I see my addiction 
differently now than when I arrived? Do I see my responsibility more clearly? Do I have 
a deeper sense of my need for Christ daily? I think about my emotions. Am I becoming 
more honest about anger, sadness, shame, and fear, or am I still stuffing them down or 
acting them out? I consider my behavior. Have there been moments where I chose 
honesty over lying, staying instead of running, confession instead of hiding? These are 
early signs of God’s work. 

I also examine where I am resisting. Are there topics I still refuse to talk about—certain 
people, memories, or sins? Are there leaders I harden my heart toward? Do I secretly 
fantasize about future using, old relationships, or fast money? Am I dodging certain 
assignments or half-heartedly doing my Step work? Romans 12:3 warns me not to think 
more highly of myself than I ought, but to think with sober judgment. Sober judgment 
includes recognizing both growth and stubbornness. 

This checkpoint is not about giving myself a passing or failing grade. It is about aligning 
with Philippians 1:6, which says that He who began a good work in me will carry it on to 
completion. God has already begun something, or I would not be here and even 
remotely interested in change. The question is whether I will continue to say yes. Day 
30 becomes a reset button where I freshly present myself to Him for the next stretch of 
the journey. 

Questions – Day 30 



1.​ Looking over the last 30 days, what are two or three clear evidences that God 
has begun a good work in me?​
 

2.​ Where do I still sense the most resistance, denial, or hardness of heart?​
 

3.​ How has my understanding of addiction and my need for Christ grown during this 
first month?​
 

4.​ What specific areas do I believe God wants to focus on in me over the next 60 
days?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to pray honestly, “Lord, thank You for what You’ve started. I give You 
permission to go deeper, even where I’m afraid or resistant”? 

DAY 31 — Significant Relationships: Who Shaped Me—and Who I Hurt 

Every man arrives in addiction with a story shaped by people—parents, siblings, 
partners, children, mentors, friends, bosses, enemies, and spiritual influences. 
Relationships are the soil in which our beliefs, wounds, defenses, fears, and instincts 
are formed. Step 8 begins by looking honestly at these relationships, not to assign 
blame or drown in shame, but to understand patterns and prepare our hearts for 
amends. Proverbs 27:19 says, “As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects the 
heart.” My relationships, good or bad, reveal something about the condition of my heart 
and the patterns that addiction worsened. 

Addiction does not grow in a vacuum. Many of the wounds I carry tie directly to people I 
trusted or depended on. But I must also admit that my addiction wounded others in 
ways I rarely considered. I hurt people with my manipulation, my lies, my 
disappearances, my broken promises, my emotional volatility, my using the house 
money, my arrests, my chaos, and my failures. The Step 8 list begins by looking at the 
full picture: not only “Who hurt me?” but “Whom did I harm?” For some of us, those lists 
overlap. Romans 12:18 reminds me, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone.” Peace requires ownership, courage, humility, and clarity. 

This is not simply a list of names; it is a map of my relational history. Some of the most 
important figures in my life shaped my view of myself—parents who tried, parents who 
failed, parents who were absent, siblings who loved me or resented me, partners who 
believed in me or gave up on me, children who watched me fall apart, employers who 
trusted me until I betrayed that trust. Each relationship forms part of the structure inside 
my soul. Addiction distorted every one of them. I became unreliable, unpredictable, 



emotionally unavailable, and spiritually dead. I stopped being a son, a brother, a father, 
a partner, an employee, and became a slave to my craving. 

The purpose of Step 8 is not to fix all these relationships instantly—that is impossible 
and sometimes unsafe. Step 8’s purpose is willingness, clarity, and truth. I begin by 
writing every name honestly, without deciding whether reconciliation is possible. 
Matthew 5:23–24 says that if I remember someone has something against me, I should 
address it before pretending things are fine with God. That doesn’t mean rushing out 
with amends prematurely; it means I acknowledge the reality of relational damage. God 
can only heal what I am willing to face. 

Step 8 is the doorway into humility. It forces me to stop protecting my ego by minimizing 
what I’ve done. It invites me to see myself as I truly was—lost, broken, and harmful in 
ways I didn’t want to admit. But it also invites me to see myself through 
Christ—redeemable, loved, forgiven, and capable of new relationships built on truth. As 
I begin this list, I ask the Holy Spirit to guide my memory, soften my heart, and prepare 
me for the work ahead. 

Questions — Day 31 

1.​ Who are the significant people who shaped my life, for better or worse?​
 

2.​ Who are the people I know I harmed through my addiction and behavior?​
 

3.​ What patterns do I notice in the way I relate to family, partners, friends, or 
authority?​
 

4.​ Which names bring up the most fear, shame, or resistance as I begin Step 8?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to let God lead me in truth, even if it means facing relationships I 
would rather ignore?​
 

 

DAY 32 — Using the Onion Skin: How Close Have I Let People Get? 

Human relationships function in layers, like the layers of an onion. Some people have 
been allowed only on the outer layer of my life—strangers, acquaintances, people I 
barely touch emotionally. Others reached deeper layers—friends, partners, siblings. 
Only a few have ever been allowed into the inner layers where I show vulnerability, fear, 



grief, or truth. Addiction pushed nearly everyone to the outer layers. Even those closest 
to me—parents, partners, children—eventually felt distant. Not because they moved 
away, but because I kept pushing them out to protect my using. 

This “onion skin” model exposes how addiction isolates the soul. Proverbs 18:1 says, “A 
man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; he rages against all sound wisdom.” 
When addiction took over, I stopped letting anyone into the inner layers. I shared 
half-truths at best, outright lies at worst. I lied to avoid accountability, I withdrew to hide 
shame, I exploded in anger to push people away, I numbed myself emotionally so their 
hurt wouldn’t affect me. Even when people tried to help, I let them only close enough to 
keep the benefits—money, a bed, rides—but never close enough to see the truth. 

Step 8 requires me to look at these layers honestly. Who was once near the center of 
my life but I pushed away? Who did I hold at arm’s length because I didn’t trust them? 
Who did I pretend was close while living double-minded? James 1:8 says, “A 
double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.” Emotional distance is one of the 
clearest signs of that instability. When I review relationships through the onion-skin 
model, I begin to understand why so many people felt confused, unsafe, or betrayed 
around me. 

This exercise also helps me see where trust broke down. Some people fled because of 
my behavior—they were trying to survive. Others stayed longer than they should have 
because they loved me, but after repeated cycles of harm, they eventually withdrew. 
This is not to shame myself but to understand the impact of addiction on connection. 
Even when sober, I may struggle to let people close because my instinct still believes 
vulnerability equals danger. 

The gospel invites me to reverse that instinct. Jesus says in John 15:15, “I no longer call 
you servants… I have called you friends.” Christ opens His inner layer to me. He invites 
me into closeness. Regeneration means I learn to allow people back into appropriate 
layers slowly, wisely, prayerfully, without rushing or hiding. My Step 8 list becomes 
clearer when I understand not just what I did, but how far I pushed people and why they 
felt what they felt. 

Questions — Day 32 

1.​ Who used to be in my inner layers but I pushed out because of addiction?​
 

2.​ How did I use emotional distance to protect my using or hide my shame?​
 



3.​ Who stayed close to me longer than they should have, and how did that affect 
them?​
 

4.​ What layer do I keep most people in today, even in sobriety?​
 

5.​ What might it look like to let God slowly teach me safe, healthy closeness again?​
 

 

DAY 33 — How My Addiction Turned People Into Objects 

Addiction rewires relationships. Instead of seeing people as souls made in God’s image, 
I began to see them as objects to use, obstacles to avoid, or threats to control. My 
addiction reshaped how I valued others. Someone became a source of money, a ride, a 
place to crash, sex, comfort, or escape. Others became people to manipulate, deceive, 
or blame. Still others became enemies to resent. Rarely did I see people as God sees 
them—worthy of respect, dignity, truth, and love. 

Genesis 1:27 says every human is made in the image of God. When I used people for 
my addiction, I violated that truth. Addiction acts like a lens that distorts faces. A parent 
becomes a bank account. A partner becomes emotional anesthesia. A child becomes 
an inconvenience. A friend becomes a tool. A boss becomes a source of income to 
exploit. When I treated people this way, I wasn’t just sinning against them—I was 
sinning against God. 

Seeing this clearly is part of Step 8’s purpose. It removes the fog around relational 
harm. I thought I “loved” certain people, but it was usually attachment rooted in what 
they provided for me. When they stopped providing, or when they confronted me, my 
“love” evaporated. First Corinthians 13:5 says love “does not seek its own.” My 
addiction sought only its own. Every relationship eventually bent around that orbit. 

This doesn’t make me uniquely evil; it makes me an addict with a sinful nature left 
unchecked. But now, in Christ, I get to reverse that pattern. I learn to see people as 
God’s creation, not objects. I learn to serve, not take. I learn to honor, not use. I learn to 
confess, not manipulate. I learn to repair, not exploit. The Holy Spirit reshapes my 
relational instincts over time. But that work begins by admitting the truth: addiction made 
me treat people as instruments for my comfort and cravings. 

Questions — Day 33 



1.​ Who did I treat as a tool or object during my using?​
 

2.​ What did I take from people—emotionally, financially, spiritually, sexually, 
relationally?​
 

3.​ How does seeing people as image-bearers change my view of past harms?​
 

4.​ What relationships were built more on my need than on real love?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to let God rebuild how I view and value people from this point 
forward?​
 

 

DAY 34 — Owning the Emotional Damage: Silence, Anger, Withdrawal, Lies 

Most addicts think the worst harm they’ve done is tied to using: stealing, crashing cars, 
overdosing, blowing money. But often the deepest wounds I caused were emotional. My 
silence made people feel invisible. My anger made people feel unsafe. My withdrawal 
made people feel rejected. My lies made people doubt their sanity. Addiction did not 
simply hurt people through dramatic events; it hurt them through daily patterns of being 
unavailable, unpredictable, and unreliable. 

Ephesians 4:25 says, “Put away falsehood… speak truth with your neighbor.” Addiction 
trains the opposite. I lied to avoid consequences. I withdrew to hide shame. I exploded 
in anger to intimidate or deflect. I shut down emotionally so I wouldn’t feel guilt or 
responsibility. Over time, the emotional climate around me became unstable. People 
walked on eggshells. Children tiptoed around me. Partners wondered which version of 
me would show up—the numb one? The angry one? The disappearing one? 

Step 8 requires that I consider not just my actions, but what people felt because of me. 
A child feeling unsafe at bedtime because Dad might not come home. A spouse feeling 
confusion because my moods shifted daily. A parent feeling terror every time the phone 
rang. A friend feeling used because I only called when I wanted something. Emotional 
wounds linger long after physical or financial wounds fade. Psalm 34:18 says God is 
close to the brokenhearted—and many people around me became brokenhearted 
because of my addiction. 

Owning this emotional damage does not mean drowning in guilt; it means telling the 
truth about the atmosphere I created. It allows me to understand why trust takes years 



to rebuild, why people pulled away, and why amends require humility, patience, and 
surrender. Understanding emotional harm prepares me to approach each person on my 
Step 8 list with compassion instead of self-pity. 

Questions — Day 34 

1.​ Who experienced fear, confusion, or instability because of my addiction?​
 

2.​ How did my silence, anger, or withdrawal affect the emotional safety of people 
around me?​
 

3.​ What lies did I tell repeatedly that damaged trust?​
 

4.​ Which emotional wounds do I now see more clearly as I grow sober and honest?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to let God teach me how to rebuild emotional safety in my 
relationships?​
 

 

DAY 35 — Accepting That Some Relationships May Not Be Restored 

One painful truth of recovery is that I do not control whether a relationship gets restored. 
Some relationships are permanently changed by addiction: people died, moved on, 
remarried, cut ties, or were advised by counselors or courts not to reconnect. Others 
have wounds so deep that trust may never return in this lifetime. Step 8 demands 
willingness—not entitlement. I am willing to make amends, but I do not get to demand 
closeness, forgiveness, or reconciliation. 

This is where the Serenity Prayer becomes a lifeline:​
 “God, grant me the serenity​
 to accept the things I cannot change,​
 the courage to change the things I can,​
 and the wisdom to know the difference.” 

Romans 12:18 says, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all 
men.” The key phrase is “as far as it depends on you.” I am responsible for confession, 
honesty, humility, apology, and growth. I am not responsible for how another person 
responds. Some people may never feel safe around me again—and that is 
understandable. Others may forgive but still keep distance. Others may slowly 
reconnect over months or years. My job is to surrender the outcome to God. 



Accepting that some relationships may not be restored is not hopelessness. It is 
humility. It frees me from trying to force people to trust me instantly. It frees others to 
heal in their own time. Most importantly, it allows me to trust God with the empty spaces 
in my heart. Psalm 68:6 says, “God sets the lonely in families.” He knows how to rebuild 
what addiction destroyed, but He decides the shape of that rebuilding—not me. 

Questions — Day 35 

1.​ What relationships do I secretly expect or demand to be restored quickly?​
 

2.​ Which relationships might never be fully restored because of safety or history?​
 

3.​ How does the Serenity Prayer help me surrender outcomes I cannot control?​
 

4.​ Am I willing to make amends without expecting closeness or getting something in 
return?​
 

5.​ What new relationships might God want to bring into my life in His time?​
 

 

DAY 36 — Beginning My Step 8 List: Who Have I Harmed and How? 

Step 8 begins with a fearless list. Not a short list, not a filtered list, not a list of only the 
relationships I want to fix—but every person I harmed through actions, words, attitudes, 
neglect, or addiction-driven behavior. Jesus said in Matthew 5:23–24 that if I bring my 
gift to the altar and remember someone has something against me, I should go be 
reconciled. Making this list is obedience to Christ. 

Creating this list requires courage and honesty. I name parents I disappointed, partners 
I betrayed, children I emotionally abandoned, friends I used, employers I stole time or 
money from, strangers I harmed recklessly, and even institutions I defrauded or 
burdened. I write specific harms—emotional wounds, financial losses, broken promises, 
spiritual damage, legal consequences. Generalities protect my ego. Specifics lead to 
real humility. 

This is not a list of people I want to attack with blame or self-pity. Nor is it a list to shame 
myself. It is a list that allows me to see the full reach of my addiction—how far its 
damage spread. Psalm 139:23–24 says, “Search me, O God… see if there is any 



wicked way in me.” I invite God to help me remember what I tried to forget. As the list 
grows, so does my gratitude for His mercy. 

Questions — Day 36 

1.​ Who immediately comes to mind when I think of people I harmed?​
 

2.​ Who am I tempted to leave off because listing them feels too painful?​
 

3.​ What specific harms did my addiction cause—emotionally, financially, spiritually, 
physically?​
 

4.​ How can I invite God into this list instead of doing it from self-reliance?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to write every name honestly, even if reconciliation is impossible?​
 

 

 

DAY 37 — Letting God Correct My Blame and Self-Pity 

As I work Step 8, blame and self-pity will try to rise up. Blame whispers, “They hurt me 
first. They made me this way.” Self-pity says, “No one understands what I’ve been 
through. My pain is worse than theirs.” Both attitudes poison Step 8 and keep me from 
taking responsibility. Proverbs 19:3 says, “A person’s own folly leads to their ruin, yet 
their heart rages against the Lord.” Addiction trained me to blame everyone except 
myself. 

But Step 8 is not the place for blame. It is the place for ownership. That doesn’t mean 
pretending others did nothing wrong. It means I focus not on their part, but on mine. 
Jesus says in Matthew 7:3–5 to remove the plank from my own eye before dealing with 
someone else’s speck. My Step 8 list is about planks, not specks. Blame delays 
healing. Ownership opens the door. 

Self-pity is equally dangerous. It keeps me thinking like a victim instead of a redeemed 
son. It makes me resent the process rather than engage with it. When I feel self-pity 
rising, I remember Christ on the cross. Hebrews 12:3 tells me to consider Him who 
endured hostility from sinners so I will not grow weary or lose heart. No one has 
suffered more injustice than Jesus. And yet He forgave. 



Letting God correct my blame and self-pity allows Step 8 to become transformational. I 
stop rehearsing what others did and begin confessing what I did. This move from 
victimhood to responsibility is where maturity begins. It prepares me for Step 9, where 
humility and willingness are essential. 

Questions — Day 37 

1.​ Who am I still blaming in my heart for my addiction or choices?​
 

2.​ Where does self-pity show up when I work on my Step 8 list?​
 

3.​ How does Christ’s example challenge my victim mentality?​
 

4.​ What internal “scripts” do I need to reject because they fuel blame or self-pity?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to ask God to correct my perspective as I continue Step 8?​
 

 

DAY 38 — Education Night: How Addiction Wounds Families and Children 

Addiction is not an individual disease—it is a family disease. My addiction created 
trauma in the hearts of the people closest to me. Neuroscience and recovery research 
show that living with an addicted person produces chronic stress responses in family 
members, especially children. They develop anxiety, hyper-vigilance, people-pleasing, 
trust issues, emotional numbness, or rage because their home environment lacked 
stability and safety. 

Children of addicts often become “parentified,” taking on adult roles far too 
early—caring for siblings, managing crises, or trying to keep peace in the home. Others 
learn to disappear emotionally. Some become angry and rebellious. Others become 
model students who quietly collapse inside. My addiction didn’t just hurt my own brain 
and body; it shaped the emotional wiring of those around me. 

Spiritually, addiction breaks trust with God as well. Family members pray for years with 
no change. They lose hope. They feel abandoned. Some become resentful toward God. 
Ezekiel 34 speaks of shepherds who failed to protect their flock, causing the sheep to 
scatter. In my addiction, I failed to shepherd those entrusted to me. 

Understanding this doesn’t condemn me—it equips me. It helps me approach amends 
with compassion. It prepares me to give people space, time, and boundaries. It helps 



me see why trust may take years to rebuild. It tells me that Step 8 and Step 9 are not 
about quick fixes, but long-term relational healing. God can redeem generational 
patterns, but only when I face what those patterns cost the people I love. 

Questions — Day 38 

1.​ How did my addiction create fear, instability, or trauma in my family?​
 

2.​ How were children affected by my absence, anger, or unpredictability?​
 

3.​ What reactions in others (anger, distance, distrust) now make more sense to me?​
 

4.​ How does understanding family impact prepare me for Step 9 later on?​
 

5.​ How can I pray for healing in the hearts of those my addiction wounded?​
 

 

DAY 39 — Praying Over My Step 8 List: Inviting the Holy Spirit Into Every Name 

Once my Step 8 list is written, the most important work is not strategy—it is prayer. 
These names are not tasks; they are souls. They represent pain, history, memories, 
trauma, patience, hope, and heartbreak. Some names I feel tenderness toward. Others 
wake up shame. Some trigger anxiety. Others stir anger. I bring all of those reactions to 
the Lord. 

Jesus said in John 15:5, “Apart from Me you can do nothing.” That includes amends. 
Without the Spirit’s guidance, I will rush where I should wait, or delay where I should 
act. I will approach people from emotion instead of humility. I will speak too soon or not 
soon enough. But the Spirit knows each person’s heart. He knows the timing. He knows 
what I should say and not say. He knows who I should approach and who I should 
release. 

Praying through my list means I lay each name before God one at a time. I ask Him 
what He sees. I ask Him how He wants to heal. I ask for willingness. I ask for humility. I 
ask for patience. Ezekiel 36:26 promises God will give me a new heart and a new spirit. 
Step 8 is where that heart begins to form. 

This prayerful process transforms me. Compassion replaces self-protection. Honesty 
replaces denial. Humility replaces pride. Willingness replaces fear. As I pray over each 



name, God begins softening my heart so that Step 9 becomes an act of love rather than 
an act of obligation. 

Questions — Day 39 

1.​ What emotions rise up as I pray over each person on my list?​
 

2.​ Which names are hardest to face—and why?​
 

3.​ How does inviting the Holy Spirit change how I see each relationship?​
 

4.​ Where do I sense God asking me to wait, and where might He be preparing me 
to act?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to say, “God, give me Your heart for each person on this list”?​
 

 

DAY 40 — Becoming Willing: Letting God Shape My Heart Before Step 9 

Step 8 ends with a single requirement: willingness. Not readiness to act—that comes in 
Step 9. Not closure—that may take years. Not restored relationships—that depends on 
the other person. Willingness means I open my heart to the possibility of repair. It 
means I surrender my pride, my fear, my shame, and my desire to control how others 
respond. 

Willingness is supernatural. On my own, I want to avoid hard conversations. I want to 
hide from the people I hurt. I want to protect my ego. Philippians 2:13 says, “It is God 
who works in you both to will and to act according to His good purpose.” God Himself 
produces willingness in me as I surrender. I don’t force it, fake it, or rush it—but I ask for 
it daily. 

This willingness prepares me spiritually for Step 9. It shapes my tone, my humility, my 
expectations, and my motives. Willingness means I no longer seek to justify myself. I no 
longer approach amends to get something back—affection, trust, or connection. I 
approach people as a servant, not as a beggar. I approach them with the cross behind 
me, not my pride. 

Willingness also brings peace. When I surrender outcomes to God, the pressure lifts. I 
am responsible for honesty, humility, and obedience. God is responsible for timing and 



results. This posture ensures that Step 9 becomes an act of worship rather than an act 
of self-recovery. 

Questions — Day 40 

1.​ Where do I feel unwilling or fearful about making future amends?​
 

2.​ What might God be asking me to surrender in this area?​
 

3.​ How does Philippians 2:13 encourage me when I feel unable to forgive or be 
forgiven?​
 

4.​ What is one practical way I can cultivate willingness today?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to pray, “Lord, make me willing to be willing”? 

Day 41 – Listing My Debts: Money, Promises, and Broken Commitments 

Putting numbers and names on paper instead of staying vague. 

Facing finances is part of becoming a man of God. Romans 13:7–8 says, “Render 
therefore to all their due… Owe no one anything except to love one another.” Addiction 
taught me to dodge, deny, and delay when it came to money and responsibilities. I 
made promises I didn’t keep, borrowed money I never repaid, skipped rent, ran up fines, 
abused credit, and leaned on others to bail me out. As long as I stayed vague—“Yeah, I 
owe some stuff, but I’ll get to it one day”—I could pretend it wasn’t that bad. Step 8 
invites me to bring the same honesty to my financial life that I am learning to bring to my 
moral and relational life. 

Listing debts is not just about dollars. It includes unpaid loans, rent, court costs, child 
support, program fees, hospital bills, traffic tickets, restitution, and even informal 
promises I never honored. It also includes non-money commitments: jobs I walked off 
from, projects I abandoned, responsibilities I dropped. When I put names and numbers 
on paper, I move from fog to clarity. Clarity is painful, but it is also freeing. Jesus said, 
“The truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). Truth about my finances can free me from 
denial and from the constant low-grade anxiety of wondering when the next bill or 
warrant will show up. 

This inventory is not about being crushed by a mountain of debt. It is about seeing my 
life as it actually is so that I can bring it under Christ’s lordship. God is not surprised by 
my numbers. He knew every dollar before I ever used. He also knows what I can 
realistically do and when. Philippians 4:19 says, “My God shall supply all your need 



according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” That promise does not excuse 
irresponsibility; it strengthens my faith as I take responsibility one step at a time. 

Thinking in recovery terms, financial chaos is part of my powerlessness. My addiction 
damaged my economic life as much as my relationships and health. Step 8 around 
debts is not me promising to pay everything off tomorrow; it is me saying, “Lord, I will no 
longer hide. Show me how to walk this out like a man of God.” Programs, mentors, and 
staff can help me prioritize, plan, and avoid impulsive decisions. But it all starts with a 
pen, a paper, and the courage to write down who I owe and what I owe. 

Questions – Day 41 

1.​ What money debts or broken commitments have I been avoiding thinking about?​
 

2.​ How has staying vague about my debts allowed me to stay in denial?​
 

3.​ How does Romans 13:7–8 challenge my old attitude toward paying people back?​
 

4.​ Am I willing to write an honest list of my financial and commitment debts, even if I 
cannot yet fix them?​
 

5.​ How might it change my recovery to bring my finances under Christ’s lordship 
instead of hiding them?​
 

 

Day 42 – Legal Fallout: Charges, Fines, Warrants, Jail and Prison Time 

Telling the truth about my record and how Christ wants to walk me through it. 

Addiction usually leaves a paper trail—tickets, arrests, warrants, probation violations, 
pending cases, fines, court costs, and prison time. For many of us, the legal system 
became a revolving door. I learned to minimize my record in my own mind: “It’s not that 
bad. Other guys have done worse. The cops are out to get me.” Denial may have kept 
me going at the time, but it will not help me live as a man of truth. Step 8 in this area 
means telling the truth about my legal fallout and inviting Christ into it. 

Romans 13:1–2 reminds me that God allows governing authorities for order and 
protection. That doesn’t mean every judge or officer is perfect or fair, but it does mean I 
cannot treat the law as just another opponent to beat. When I constantly ran, lied, or 
ignored court dates, I wasn’t just defying “the system”; I was resisting basic 



accountability. Now, in Christ, I begin to see courts, probation, and even past sentences 
as part of God’s severe mercy—tools He used to slow me down, protect others, and get 
my attention. 

Facing my legal reality includes asking honest questions: What are my current charges, 
convictions, or open cases? What fines and restitution do I owe? Are there warrants I 
have avoided facing? What are my probation or parole conditions? Denial might buy 
temporary relief, but it will cost me my future. Recovery is incompatible with a lifestyle of 
hiding. John 3:21 says, “He who does the truth comes to the light.” Coming to the light 
legally often means working with staff and mentors to contact lawyers, courts, or 
probation officers appropriately, in God’s time, with proper guidance. 

Christ does not promise to erase all consequences. Sometimes sentences stand. 
Sometimes doors close. But He does promise to walk through those consequences with 
me and to use them to form my character. Joseph in the Old Testament spent years 
unjustly in prison, yet God used that time to prepare him for leadership. Paul wrote 
some of his letters from prison. The issue is not whether I ever face a cell again; the 
issue is whether I will face everything as a son of God, surrendered and honest, or as a 
fugitive still running inside. 

Questions – Day 42 

1.​ How have I minimized, denied, or twisted the truth about my legal situation?​
 

2.​ What charges, fines, or legal responsibilities am I most afraid to face?​
 

3.​ How does seeing courts and consequences as part of God’s mercy change my 
attitude?​
 

4.​ What steps, in God’s timing and with wise counsel, might I need to take toward 
legal honesty?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to trust Christ not just to forgive my sins, but to walk with me through 
my legal fallout?​
 

 

Day 43 – Why Making Amends Matters More Than Looking Good 

Clearing conscience, restoring integrity, glorifying Christ through changed behavior. 



Addiction trained me to care more about appearance than reality. I learned how to talk 
good, cry on cue, promise the world, and wear whatever mask the situation demanded. 
As long as people believed I was sorry, I felt like I had done my job. But real amends 
are not about image; they are about integrity. Step 8 and Step 9 work are not 
public-relations projects—they are obedience to God and repair work for the soul. 

Second Corinthians 7:10–11 describes the difference between worldly sorrow and godly 
sorrow. Worldly sorrow feels bad about consequences, wants people off my back, and 
often focuses on damage control. Godly sorrow produces repentance, diligence, 
clearing of myself, indignation over sin, fear of God, longing to do right, and zeal for 
change. Godly sorrow drives me to make amends because I care about righteousness 
and relationship, not just about looking good. 

Making amends clears my conscience. Hebrews 9:14 says the blood of Christ cleanses 
my conscience from dead works to serve the living God. But the same God who 
cleanses my conscience also calls me, when possible, to repair what I have broken. 
When I confess to those I have harmed, pay back what I can, and change my behavior, 
I begin to live as a man whose inside matches his outside. That inner congruence 
brings peace that faking it never could. 

Amends also glorify Christ. When people see me not only sober, but honest, humble, 
consistent, and willing to admit wrong, they see a power at work beyond self-help. 
Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Good works here includes cleaning up my 
side of the street. It shows that Jesus doesn’t just forgive; He transforms. 

Questions – Day 43 

1.​ When I have “apologized” in the past, was it more about looking good than 
making things right?​
 

2.​ How does 2 Corinthians 7:10–11 challenge my old way of handling guilt and 
consequences?​
 

3.​ What scares me most about real amends—humiliation, rejection, financial cost, 
or change?​
 

4.​ How might my willingness to make amends become a testimony of Christ’s work 
in my life?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to value integrity over image from this point forward?​
 



 

Day 44 – Becoming Willing When I Don’t Feel Willing 

“Lord, make me willing to be willing” — handling fear, pride, and dread. 

Step 8 doesn’t say I have to feel ready; it says I must become willing. Feelings follow 
choices. If I wait to act until I’m no longer afraid or ashamed, I will never move. 
Philippians 2:13 says, “It is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure.” That means even my willingness is something God grows in me as I 
surrender. 

There are many reasons I don’t feel willing. I fear rejection—“They’ll never forgive me.” I 
fear consequences—legal, financial, relational. I fear seeing the pain in their eyes. Pride 
resists humility; shame whispers that facing them will destroy me. These internal battles 
are real. The answer is not to pretend they aren’t there, but to bring them to God 
honestly: “Lord, I don’t want to do this. I’m scared. I’m ashamed. I don’t see how this 
can work. Make me willing to be willing.” 

This simple prayer is powerful. It shifts the burden from my self-effort to God’s grace. 
Ezekiel 36:26–27 promises God will give me a new heart and put a new spirit within me. 
That includes new desires, new courage, and new willingness. As I keep bringing my 
resistance to Him, He softens what is hard and strengthens what is weak. Small 
steps—being honest in group, confessing to a brother, writing a letter I’m not yet ready 
to send—can be acts of willingness that God multiplies. 

Questions – Day 44 

1.​ What specific fears keep me from feeling willing to make amends or face debts?​
 

2.​ How has waiting to “feel ready” kept me stuck in many areas of life?​
 

3.​ What does Philippians 2:13 say about where willingness really comes from?​
 

4.​ What small, concrete act could I take today as a step toward willingness?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to pray honestly, “Lord, make me willing to be willing,” and keep 
praying it?​
 

 



 

Day 45 – Working Step 8 With Wisdom, Not Impulsiveness 

How to listen to staff, mentors, and the Spirit about timing, safety, and method. 

Addiction makes me impulsive. When I first taste conviction, I might want to rush out, 
make emotional apologies, cry, promise everything, and blow up someone’s life with my 
confession. Or I may want to fix everything in one week to relieve my guilt. But Step 8 
and Step 9 require wisdom. Not every truth must be told in the same way, at the same 
time, to the same person. I need guidance from God and from wise people. 

Proverbs is full of warnings about haste: “The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, 
but those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty” (Proverbs 21:5). That principle 
applies to amends as well. Working Step 8 with wisdom means I share my list with 
trusted staff, counselors, or mentors and ask for input. They may see legal, safety, or 
emotional issues I don’t see. They may suggest that certain amends happen later, in a 
different form, or maybe not at all if it would harm others more. 

Wisdom also means listening to the Holy Spirit. John 16:13 says the Spirit will guide me 
into all truth. He can nudge me about timing: “Not yet,” or “Now is the time.” He can 
show me who is ready to hear from me and who needs distance. He can help me 
discern the difference between confession that heals and confession that dumps my 
guilt onto someone else. Step 8 invites me into partnership with God in this process, not 
solo action. 

Questions – Day 45 

1.​ Where am I tempted to be impulsive in making amends or handling debts?​
 

2.​ Who are the wise, spiritually grounded people I can talk with about my Step 8 list 
and timing?​
 

3.​ How could rushing amends actually harm others or myself?​
 

4.​ What does it look like for me to listen to the Holy Spirit in this area?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to slow down, seek counsel, and let God set the pace?​
 

 



 

Day 46 – Forgiveness vs. Amends: Two Different But Connected Journeys 

Forgiving those who hurt me (heart work) vs. making things right where I hurt others 
(action work). 

Forgiveness and amends are related but different. Forgiveness is my response to those 
who sinned against me. Amends are my response to those I sinned against. If I confuse 
the two, I may demand forgiveness from others as if they owe it to me, or I may delay 
amends until I “feel forgiving.” Jesus commands me to forgive, whether or not the other 
person ever changes (Matthew 6:14–15). He also calls me, where possible, to make 
things right with those I’ve harmed (Matthew 5:23–24). 

Forgiveness is heart work. It is me releasing my right to revenge or repayment and 
entrusting justice to God. It does not deny the wrong done; it chooses not to let 
bitterness rule me. Amends are action work. They involve confession, apology, and, 
where appropriate, restitution or changed behavior. Forgiveness does not erase the 
need for amends, and amends do not guarantee forgiveness. Each person has their 
own journey with God. 

Understanding this distinction guards me from manipulation. I do not seek amends so 
that others will be forced to say, “I forgive you.” I seek amends because it is right. I do 
not postpone forgiving because the person who hurt me has not “made it right.” I forgive 
because Christ forgave me (Ephesians 4:32). Both processes heal my heart and honor 
God, but they move on different tracks. 

Questions – Day 46 

1.​ Who do I need to forgive in my heart, even if they never make amends to me?​
 

2.​ Who do I need to make amends to, regardless of whether they forgive me?​
 

3.​ How have I confused forgiveness and amends in the past?​
 

4.​ How does Christ’s forgiveness of me shape how I approach both forgiving and 
making amends?​
 

5.​ What is one step of heart work and one step of action work I can take this week?​
 

 



 

Day 47 – Education Night: How Resentment Fuels Relapse in the Brain and Soul 

How bitterness keeps stress high, thinking distorted, and cravings strong. 

Resentment is relapse fertilizer. Spiritually, resentment is sustained anger and 
unforgiveness. Physically, it is a chronic stress state. When I hold grudges, replay 
offenses, and rehearse how I’ve been wronged, my body releases stress 
hormones—adrenaline, cortisol—over and over. That “amped up” state wears down my 
brain’s ability to make wise decisions and resist impulses. It also makes my old 
solution—use, drink, act out—look attractive again as a way to escape the inner 
pressure. 

From a recovery standpoint, resentment keeps my nervous system stuck in 
fight-or-flight. I may not act out physically, but inside I am still fighting imaginary 
arguments, reliving betrayals, and planning payback. My mind gets hijacked. My sleep 
gets disturbed. My ability to hear God’s voice gets crowded out by my inner noise. 
Spiritually, Hebrews 12:15 warns about a “root of bitterness” that can spring up and 
defile many. Resentment doesn’t just poison me; it leaks into every relationship, 
including my relationship with God. 

Letting go of resentment is not saying what happened was okay. It is saying, “I refuse to 
let this own me anymore.” It is an act of faith that God sees, knows, and will deal with 
every injustice in His time. Romans 12:19 says, “Beloved, do not avenge yourselves… 
for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord.” When I surrender my 
right to revenge, my body and soul can exhale. My stress lowers. My clarity returns. My 
cravings decrease because I am not using bitterness as fuel. 

Learning this connection between resentment, stress, and relapse gives me a strong 
motivation. Forgiveness is not just a spiritual idea; it is a vital relapse prevention tool. 
When I feel resentment rising, I can see it as a flashing red warning light. It signals: 
“Your heart is getting hard. Your stress is building. Your old pathways are waking up.” 
That awareness can drive me back to prayer, confession, and humility before it takes 
me back to the old life. 

Questions – Day 47 

1.​ Who or what am I most resentful toward right now—person, system, situation, or 
even God?​
 



2.​ How do I feel physically and mentally when I stew in resentment?​
 

3.​ How might unresolved bitterness make relapse more likely for me?​
 

4.​ What scriptures remind me that God sees and will deal with injustice?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to start releasing one resentment to God today for the sake of my 
soul and my sobriety?​
 

 

Day 48 – Letting God Heal My Fear of Rejection Before I Reach Out 

Bringing the fear of “they’ll never forgive me” to the cross. 

One of the biggest barriers to Step 8 and Step 9 is fear of rejection. I imagine faces, 
words, slammed doors, silent phones. I fear hearing, “I don’t want anything to do with 
you.” That fear can freeze me. I tell myself, “Why try? They’ve written me off. Reaching 
out will just make things worse.” But hiding from my fear doesn’t make it go away; it just 
keeps me from obeying God. 

Jesus understands rejection. John 1:11 says, “He came to His own, and His own did not 
receive Him.” He was betrayed by a friend, denied by a disciple, abandoned by 
followers, and mocked by those He came to save. Hebrews 4:15 says He is a High 
Priest who can sympathize with our weaknesses. When I bring my fear of rejection to 
Him, I’m talking to someone who has been there. He doesn’t shame me for my fear; He 
invites me to trust Him with it. 

Letting God heal my fear starts with honesty. I name the people I am most afraid to 
contact. I tell Him what I fear they’ll say—or not say. I confess that a lot of my identity is 
still tied up in their approval. Then I ask Him to shift my focus: “Lord, help me care more 
about obeying You than about how they respond. Help me find my acceptance in You 
first.” Ephesians 1:6 says we are “accepted in the Beloved.” That means my deepest 
acceptance is already settled in Christ, not in anyone’s reaction. 

As my security in God grows, my fear of people starts to shrink. It may never vanish, but 
it loses its power to dictate my obedience. I can then approach amends not as a 
desperate plea for acceptance, but as a humble act of truth-telling under God’s 
covering. If they receive me, I thank God. If they reject me, I grieve—but I am still held. 

Questions – Day 48 



1.​ Who am I most afraid will reject me if I ever try to make amends?​
 

2.​ How does that fear shape my thinking and decisions right now?​
 

3.​ What does it mean to me that I am “accepted in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:6)?​
 

4.​ How might my approach to Step 8 and 9 change if my security came more from 
God than from people’s reactions?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to bring specific fears of rejection to Jesus in honest prayer today?​
 

 

Day 49 – Writing a Step 8 Prayer: Laying People, Debts, and Outcomes at Jesus’ 
Feet 

A written, personal surrender of each name and situation. 

By this point in Step 8, I may feel overwhelmed—names, memories, debts, legal issues, 
fears, resentments, hopes, and questions all swirling together. The most powerful way 
to gather all of this under Christ’s authority is to write a personal Step 8 prayer. Writing 
slows me down. It helps me think clearly. It creates a record I can return to when 
emotions shift. It becomes a kind of altar where I lay down each person, each debt, 
each outcome. 

This prayer might begin with worship and surrender: “Lord Jesus, You are the One who 
saved me, forgave me, and brought me here. You see every relationship, every debt, 
every legal issue, every emotion.” Then I can begin naming categories: “I lay before You 
my parents… my children… my partner… my friends… my victims… my debts… my 
legal consequences…” I ask God for willingness, timing, wisdom, humility, and 
protection. I invite the Holy Spirit to lead this entire process, not just individual moments. 
Romans 12:1 calls me to present my body as a living sacrifice; this is me presenting my 
relational and financial life as a living sacrifice. 

As I write, I might also confess specific sins: pride, denial, manipulation, violence, lies, 
theft, abandonment. I thank God for His mercy in not letting me die in my addiction. I 
ask Him to heal those I have harmed, whether or not I ever speak to them. I surrender 
outcomes: “Lord, some may forgive, some may not. Some debts I can pay quickly; 
some may take years. Some legal issues may go in my favor; some may not. I place all 
of this in Your hands.” 



This written Step 8 prayer becomes a weapon and a comfort. On days when fear, 
shame, or confusion rise, I can read it again and agree with it. It reminds me that this 
journey is not about my strength but about God’s faithfulness. Philippians 1:6 assures 
me that He who began this good work will complete it. This prayer is my way of saying, 
“I believe that, Lord. Keep doing what You started.” 

Questions – Day 49 

1.​ What would I want to say to God if I sat down to write an honest Step 8 prayer?​
 

2.​ Which people, debts, or situations feel hardest to surrender in writing?​
 

3.​ How could a written prayer help me stay grounded when emotions shift?​
 

4.​ What promises from Scripture do I want to weave into that prayer?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to take time this week to write out my own Step 8 prayer to the Lord?​
 

 

Day 50 – Standing at the Threshold: Preparing My Heart for Step 9 

Step 8 is about seeing, naming, and becoming willing. Step 9 will be about going, 
speaking, and acting. Before I cross that threshold, I pause here on Day 50 to 
acknowledge what God has already done. Thirty days ago, many of these names, 
debts, and memories were buried under denial, blame, or numbness. Today they are on 
paper, in prayer, and under the gaze of Christ. That alone is a miracle of grace. 

This is also a day to check my motives. Am I approaching Step 9 to clear my feelings, or 
to truly bless others? Am I looking for quick fixes and emotional reunions, or am I willing 
to walk out a long, slow rebuilding of trust? Am I prepared to accept “no,” “not now,” or 
silence as answers? Micah 6:8 summarizes what God requires: “To do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” Step 9 will require all three. 

I also consider my dependence. On my own, I will either charge ahead foolishly or 
shrink back fearfully. John 15:5 reminds me that apart from Christ I can do nothing. That 
means I must remain in the Vine through prayer, Scripture, counsel, and community. 
The same God who walked me through the first 50 days will be with me in the next 
steps. I do not go into any amends conversation alone; Christ goes with me. 



Finally, I choose surrender again. I lay down my demand to control how people respond. 
I lay down my fantasies of instant reconciliation. I lay down my dread of worst-case 
scenarios. I pick up my cross—willingness to be humbled, misunderstood, or rejected 
for the sake of obedience. This is what it means to be a disciple, not just a dry addict. 
Jesus went first. Now He invites me to follow. 

Questions – Day 50 

1.​ Looking back over Days 31–50, what has changed in how I see myself and my 
relationships?​
 

2.​ What motives—good or bad—do I notice in myself as I think about making future 
amends?​
 

3.​ How does Micah 6:8 shape the kind of man I want to be in Step 9?​
 

4.​ Where do I still feel resistance, and how can I bring that honestly to God?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to say, “Lord, I place my Step 8 list, my fears, and my future amends 
in Your hands. Prepare my heart for what’s next”? 

Day 41 – Facing Financial Debts as a Man of God 

Romans 13:7–8—looking honestly at money owed (people, courts, hospitals, 
programs). 

Addiction rarely lets a man walk away with a clean balance sheet. Most of us arrive with 
financial wreckage trailing behind us like a chain: unpaid fines, court costs, child 
support, hospital bills, program fees, credit cards, loans from family we never repaid, 
and deals we walked out on. As long as I was using, I trained myself not to think about 
any of this. If the mail piled up, I didn’t open it. If collectors called, I ignored it. If family 
asked about repayment, I changed the subject or got angry. Denial felt easier than 
responsibility. But now, as a man in Christ, I am called to look at my whole 
life—including my money—through the lens of discipleship. Romans 13:7–8 says, 
“Render therefore to all their due… Owe no one anything except to love one another.” 
That doesn’t mean I become perfect overnight, but it does mean I stop pretending that 
my financial mess doesn’t matter to God. 

Facing my debts is part of moving from boyhood to manhood. Boys run, hide, and hope 
someone else will fix it. Men stand, look, and ask God for the courage to walk it out one 
step at a time. When I was using, money existed to fuel my addiction, my comfort, and 
my impulses. I stole from my own future and from other people’s stability. I treated cash 



advances, pawned items, and borrowed money as if they had no consequences. But 
every dollar has a story: a parent who skipped something to help me; a church that 
sacrificed to support me; a court that added fees because I wouldn’t comply; a landlord 
who took a loss when I walked out. Recovery includes learning to see those stories and 
owning my part in them. 

This isn’t about being crushed under shame. The enemy would love to use my debt as a 
weapon: “You’ll never climb out. You’re a failure. Real men have money; you’re broke.” 
God doesn’t speak that way. He calls me to truth and then to hope. Philippians 4:19 
promises, “My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus.” That promise doesn’t erase debt; it assures me that God will walk with me as I 
learn to handle money His way. It might take years to repay some things. Some debts I 
may only be able to address symbolically. But the first step is to stop running and bring 
my financial life into the light. 

Learning to face this now will protect my future. Many men leave a program and relapse 
partly because of secret financial pressure—warrants, unpaid fines, bills they never 
dealt with. The stress gnaws at them silently, and using looks like relief. By facing my 
debts honestly, I cut off one more place where the enemy can whisper, “You’ll never 
make it; you might as well get high.” As I stand before God and say, “Lord, this is what I 
owe, this is where I failed, and I want to walk as a man of integrity,” He begins to rewire 
my thinking and teach me discipline that addiction never allowed. 

Questions – Day 41 

1.​ When I think about my finances, do I tend to run, minimize, or blame others?​
 

2.​ Who has paid a price financially because of my addiction and irresponsibility?​
 

3.​ How does Romans 13:7–8 challenge my old way of thinking about money and 
debt?​
 

4.​ What fears rise up in me when I consider facing my financial truth before God?​
 

5.​ Am I willing today to say, “Lord, I want to face my debts as a man of God, not as 
a runaway boy”?​
 

 

Day 42 – Listing My Debts: Money, Promises, and Broken Commitments 



Putting numbers and names on paper instead of staying vague. 

Once I admit my debts exist, I must move from “I know I owe some stuff” to “Here is 
exactly who I owe and what I owe.” Vague guilt keeps me stuck; specific truth allows 
change. Proverbs 27:23 says, “Be diligent to know the state of your flocks.” In Bible 
times, flocks represented wealth and responsibility. Today, part of my “flock” is my list of 
obligations—financial, legal, and personal. Knowing their state is spiritual work. It forces 
me to stop floating through life and to begin living as a steward of what God has 
entrusted to me. 

So I sit down with a pen, paper, and prayer. I list every financial debt I can remember: 
money borrowed from relatives, unpaid program fees, court fines, restitution, traffic 
tickets, rent I skipped out on, credit cards I ran up, hospital bills from overdoses or 
injuries, payday loans, and even the $20 here and $50 there from friends that I always 
said I’d “hit you back on Friday.” I also list non-financial commitments I broke that had 
cost: jobs I walked off from, tools or company property I damaged or lost, agreements I 
didn’t keep, volunteer roles I abandoned. Each name and amount I write down is an act 
of coming into the light. 

This can feel overwhelming. The totals might look impossible. The enemy whispers, 
“Look how far gone you are. You’ll never dig out.” But that’s a lie. God rarely fixes 
everything overnight. He often leads us in slow, faithful obedience, teaching us 
discipline, budgeting, patience, and humility as we go. Second Corinthians 8:12 says, “If 
there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not according 
to what he does not have.” God is not asking me to pay what I don’t have today; He is 
asking for honesty and willingness to walk this out with Him over time. 

Listing my debts is also part of Step 8—“made a list of all persons we had harmed and 
became willing to make amends to them all.” Money harm is real harm. When I never 
repay, people feel used and disrespected. When I vanish with unpaid rent, the landlord 
eats the loss. When I skip child support, my children and their caregiver carry the 
weight. Writing this list helps me see that money is not just numbers; it is a trail of 
impact on real people who felt the consequences of my choices. 

At the ranch, I don’t make repayment decisions alone. I share this list with staff, 
mentors, or counselors who can help me prioritize what needs attention in what order 
and what must wait. But whether I can act on it now or later, the spiritual work is the 
same: I am committing to live in truth. Jesus said, “The truth will make you free” (John 
8:32). Putting my debts on paper is one more step toward that freedom. 

Questions – Day 42 



1.​ Before today, how vague have I been about who I owe and how much I owe?​
 

2.​ What specific debts or broken commitments have I conveniently “forgotten” or 
avoided writing down?​
 

3.​ How does seeing my debts in black and white change how I feel about my past 
behavior?​
 

4.​ In what ways might God use the slow process of addressing these debts to grow 
my character?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to fully list my financial and commitment debts, trusting God to lead 
me one step at a time?​
 

 

Day 43 – Legal Fallout: Charges, Fines, Warrants, Jail and Prison Time 

Telling the truth about my record and how Christ wants to walk me through it. 

Addiction often drives a man into direct collision with the law. Maybe it started with small 
charges—possession, theft, DUI, disorderly conduct. Over time, the charges stacked 
up: probation violations, failure to appear, child support enforcement, suspended 
licenses, or more serious crimes. For many of us, the legal system wasn’t just a distant 
threat; it was a revolving door. We learned to lie to cops, miss court dates, dodge 
probation, and run from warrants. All of this created a shadow life of constant anxiety. 
Even when I was “free” on the streets, I wasn’t truly free. Somewhere deep inside, I 
feared the knock on the door, the traffic stop, the random check that would expose my 
unfinished business. 

Step 8 invites me to tell the truth about my legal fallout. Not to rehearse war stories but 
to recognize the reality of what my addiction and choices produced. Romans 13:1–4 
says that governing authorities are “God’s servant to do you good,” and that they are 
meant to punish wrongdoers. I may not like how courts, police, or jails are run, and 
sometimes they do get it wrong. But I must admit that many times I was not an innocent 
victim—I was a danger to myself and others, and the law stepped in to restrain that 
danger. Owning that reality is part of humility. 

Facing my record means asking: What charges do I have on paper? What convictions? 
What open cases? What pending fines or restitution? Are there outstanding warrants? 
What are my probation or parole conditions? Have I been truthful with staff and mentors 



about all of this, or have I hidden parts because I hoped they wouldn’t surface? Truth in 
this area brings spiritual and practical benefits. Practically, my recovery plan needs to 
account for court dates, probation meetings, fines, and possible time. Spiritually, 
honesty breaks the inner double life that feeds relapse. 

Christ does not promise to erase all consequences, but He does promise to walk with 
me through them. Psalm 23 doesn’t say God avoids the valley of the shadow of death; it 
says He walks with me through it. Paul spent time in prison, and God used it to spread 
the gospel. Joseph was falsely imprisoned, yet God used it to position him for 
leadership. Whether my legal fallout feels fair or unfair, God can use it to build 
perseverance, patience, and trust in Him. My job is to stop running, start telling the truth, 
and ask, “Lord, how do You want me to walk through this as Your son?” 

In a recovery context, unresolved legal fear is a major relapse trigger. Hiding always 
breeds anxiety. Anxiety sends my brain looking for relief, and old patterns start calling. 
By bringing my legal situation into the light—with God and with trusted leaders—I begin 
to dismantle that hidden pressure. I also learn a new way to live: not as a fugitive 
always watching my back, but as a man who stands before God and human authorities 
with a clear, honest heart. 

Questions – Day 43 

1.​ How have I minimized or rewritten the story about my legal record in the past?​
 

2.​ What legal realities (charges, warrants, fines, conditions) do I still feel tempted to 
hide?​
 

3.​ How has living as a “runner” affected my peace, my decisions, and my addiction?​
 

4.​ What might it look like to walk through my remaining legal consequences with 
Christ instead of alone?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to bring my full legal truth into the light with God and with wise 
leadership?​
 

 

Day 44 – Why Making Amends Matters More Than Looking Good 

Clearing conscience, restoring integrity, glorifying Christ through changed behavior. 



Addiction taught me how to perform. I knew how to cry at the right moment, say “I’m 
sorry” just enough to calm people down, and promise big changes I never planned to 
keep. My goal wasn’t healing—it was escape. I wanted people off my back, not truly 
made whole. That pattern can sneak into recovery if I’m not careful. I might start doing 
Step work to impress staff, say the right things in group, or talk about “amends” in a way 
that sounds spiritual but never costs me anything. God is not interested in me looking 
good; He is interested in me becoming true. 

Second Corinthians 7:10–11 describes the difference between worldly sorrow and godly 
sorrow. Worldly sorrow is mostly about regret, embarrassment, and consequence. It 
leads to death—a dead conscience, dead relationships, dead hope. Godly sorrow is 
grief over how my sin has dishonored God and harmed others. It produces a change in 
direction. Paul lists signs of godly sorrow: earnestness, eagerness to clear myself, 
indignation over sin, fear of God, longing for restoration, zeal, and a readiness to see 
justice done. When Godly sorrow is in my heart, I begin to care less about appearing 
spiritual and more about actually making things right where possible. 

Making amends matters because it joins my words and my actions. James 2 says faith 
without works is dead. In the same way, “Sorry” without any attempt to repair or change 
can be hollow. Real amends does not mean I can fix everything—some damage cannot 
be undone. But it means I am willing to own my wrongs, express them clearly, accept 
the impact they had, and do what I can to restore what was lost or broken. That act 
clears my conscience in a deeper way than any performance ever could. Hebrews 9:14 
says the blood of Christ cleanses my conscience so I can serve the living God. A 
cleansed conscience is not just forgiven—it is aligned with truth. 

Amends also glorify Christ. When people see me not only sober but humble, consistent, 
and ready to own my past, they see a power at work beyond self-help. Anyone can talk 
good for a few weeks. Only the Holy Spirit can turn a selfish, manipulative addict into a 
man who humbly pursues reconciliation without demanding anything in return. Matthew 
5:16 says my good works should cause people to glorify my Father in heaven. Walking 
out amends—slowly, wisely, prayerfully—is one of those good works. 

Finally, making amends protects my recovery. Living with unaddressed guilt and 
unfinished business weighs down my soul. The enemy will use it to whisper, “See, 
you’re fake. You talk recovery, but look at what’s still unresolved.” As I walk through 
amends, I may not fix everything, but I will know in my heart, “I have done what I can 
before God.” That kind of integrity becomes a shield in temptation. 

Questions – Day 44 



1.​ In the past, when I said “I’m sorry,” what was I usually trying to get—relief, 
sympathy, or actual healing?​
 

2.​ How does 2 Corinthians 7:10–11 challenge my understanding of real repentance 
and amends?​
 

3.​ What fears keep me focused on “looking good” instead of genuinely making 
things right?​
 

4.​ How could walking out real amends become a testimony of Christ’s power in my 
life?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to ask God to give me godly sorrow that leads to real change, not 
just good appearances?​
 

 

Day 45 – Becoming Willing When I Don’t Feel Willing 

“Lord, make me willing to be willing” — handling fear, pride, and dread. 

Step 8 doesn’t ask, “Do you feel like making amends?” It says, “Became willing to make 
amends to them all.” Feelings are important, but they are not the engine of obedience. 
Most of the time, my flesh will never feel like humbling myself, confessing wrong, or 
facing people I’ve hurt. Fear says, “They’ll blast you.” Pride says, “They hurt you too.” 
Shame says, “You are too disgusting to face them.” Dread says, “This will be 
unbearable; run.” If I wait for those voices to go silent before I act, I’ll never move. 

The good news is that willingness is not something I must generate alone. Philippians 
2:13 says, “It is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” That 
means God Himself can change my “I don’t want to” into “Lord, I’m scared, but I will.” A 
powerful prayer during Step 8 is, “Lord, make me willing to be willing.” I may not be able 
today to say, “I want to do this,” but I can say, “I want to want to.” God honors that small 
seed. Over time, as I keep bringing my resistance to Him, He softens my heart. The 
very fact that I’m reading these words in a program shows He has already begun. 

Willingness grows through honesty. I don’t pretend I’m brave. I tell God the truth: who I 
dread facing, what I fear they’ll say, what consequences I worry about, how much I want 
to hide. I talk to safe leaders about it. I let brothers pray for me. James 5:16 says to 
confess our faults to one another and pray for one another that we may be healed. 



Often God uses community to increase my willingness, as I realize I’m not the only one 
who is afraid. 

Willingness also grows through small steps. Maybe today I’m not ready to speak to 
someone directly, but I can write their name in my list. Maybe I’m not ready to face a 
particular debt, but I can at least acknowledge it exists. Maybe I’m not ready to forgive 
fully, but I can begin praying for that person by name. Each small act is like loosening 
my grip on self-protection and tightening my grip on God’s hand. When the time comes 
for bigger actions in Step 9, willingness that was nurtured in these small steps will carry 
me. 

Questions – Day 45 

1.​ Who or what am I most unwilling to face when I think about amends and debts?​
 

2.​ What are the main voices inside me—fear, pride, shame, dread—saying right 
now?​
 

3.​ How does Philippians 2:13 give me hope about my lack of desire or courage?​
 

4.​ What is one small step of willingness I can practice today, even if I don’t feel 
ready for the big step?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to pray honestly, “Lord, make me willing to be willing,” and keep 
bringing Him my resistance?​
 

 

Day 46 – Working Step 8 With Wisdom, Not Impulsiveness 

How to listen to staff, mentors, and the Spirit about timing, safety, and method. 

Addiction made me impulsive. I acted, spoke, and decided on raw emotion. If I felt it, I 
did it. That same impulsiveness can creep into amends. When conviction first hits, I 
might want to run out, make emotional apologies, confess everything to everyone, or 
contact people before I’m spiritually or practically ready. On the surface, that can look 
brave, but it can actually produce more damage—reopening wounds, overwhelming 
people, or creating legal problems I wasn’t prepared for. Step 8 must be walked in 
wisdom, not just in emotion. 



Proverbs 19:2 warns, “It is not good to have zeal without knowledge, nor to be hasty 
and miss the way.” Zeal says, “Let’s go fix everything right now!” Knowledge and 
wisdom say, “Let’s slow down, pray, seek counsel, and let God set the pace and the 
method.” Working Step 8 with wisdom means I don’t sprint ahead of God and I don’t 
ignore the structure He has placed in my life at the ranch. Staff, counselors, and 
mentors have walked this road with many men before. They can help me see blind 
spots—where amends might harm more than help, where legal advice is needed, where 
a letter is safer than a visit, where “waiting and praying” is the current instruction. 

Listening to the Holy Spirit is just as important. John 16:13 says the Spirit will guide us 
into all truth. That includes truth about when and how to approach people. Sometimes 
the inner nudge is, “Not yet—let Me work on their heart and yours a little more.” Other 
times the nudge is, “Stop delaying; this is the time.” Wisdom means I stay sensitive. I 
don’t treat Step 8 like a checklist to power through; I treat it like a partnership with God 
in cleaning up my past. 

Wisdom also guards my motives. Am I trying to rush amends because I want the 
emotional relief and to feel “done”? Am I delaying because I fear pain? Am I picking 
safer people to approach first, while avoiding the ones I truly hurt most? Bringing these 
questions to God and to leadership keeps me honest. The goal of Step 8 is not to 
complete a religious exercise; it is to cooperate with God in repairing what can be 
repaired while protecting others from more harm. 

Questions – Day 46 

1.​ Where do I feel an urge to rush ahead and “fix everything” quickly in my own 
way?​
 

2.​ Where might I be hiding behind “waiting on God” when I’m really just afraid?​
 

3.​ Who are the wise people God has placed around me to help me walk this step 
with balance?​
 

4.​ How can I practice listening for the Spirit’s guidance about timing and method?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to let God—not my fear or my impulsiveness—set the pace of my 
Step 8 and Step 9 process?​
 

 



Day 47 – Forgiveness vs. Amends: Two Different But Connected Journeys 

Forgiving those who hurt me (heart work) vs. making things right where I hurt others 
(action work). 

It’s easy to blur the lines between forgiveness and amends. Forgiveness is my response 
to those who sinned against me. Amends are my response to those I sinned against. 
Both are commanded. Both are vital for recovery. But they are not the same, and 
confusing them can create more hurt. Jesus teaches in Mark 11:25 that when I stand 
praying, I must forgive anyone I have something against, so that my Father may forgive 
me. That is heart work I must do with God, regardless of whether the other person ever 
apologizes or changes. On the other hand, Jesus also teaches in Matthew 5:23–24 that 
if I remember my brother has something against me, I must go and be reconciled. That 
is action work that involves me humbling myself and seeking to make things right. 

If I mix these up, I might think, “I’ll forgive them when they make amends to me,” or “I’ll 
make amends as soon as they forgive me.” Both are excuses. In Christ, I am called to 
forgive because I have been forgiven (Ephesians 4:32), not because others deserve it. 
And I am called to take responsibility for my harms because it is right, not because 
others guarantee me a warm, receptive response. Recovery means I stop waiting for 
everyone else to move first and I start obeying God in my lane. 

Forgiveness does not always lead to reconciliation. I can release bitterness and still 
maintain boundaries if someone is unsafe, unrepentant, or toxic. Amends do not always 
lead to restored relationship either. Someone may accept my apology but still choose 
distance. Both processes are primarily about my obedience to God and the condition of 
my heart, not about securing a particular outcome. That’s freeing. It means I can forgive 
even if they stay hard—and I can make amends even if they reject me. 

These two journeys are connected. If I hold unforgiveness in my heart, it will be hard to 
make humble amends; I’ll be too busy defending myself and rehearsing what they did. If 
I refuse amends, my apologies may be shallow and self-serving; I’ll want quick 
forgiveness without owning my impact. Letting God work in both directions—cleaning 
my heart from bitterness and teaching my hands to repair what I can—makes me a 
different kind of man, one who breaks generational cycles instead of passing them on. 

Questions – Day 47 

1.​ Who do I need to forgive in my heart, regardless of whether they ever apologize 
or change?​
 



2.​ Who do I need to pursue amends with, regardless of whether they forgive or 
accept me?​
 

3.​ How have I delayed forgiveness by telling myself, “I’ll forgive when they make it 
right”?​
 

4.​ How have I avoided amends by telling myself, “I’ll go when they calm down or 
soften toward me”?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to ask God to work both journeys in me: a forgiving heart and a 
humble willingness to make amends?​
 

 

Day 48 – Education Night: How Resentment Fuels Relapse in the Brain and Soul 

How bitterness keeps stress high, thinking distorted, and cravings strong. 

Resentment is not just a spiritual issue; it is also a biological and psychological one. 
When I hold onto anger, replay offenses in my mind, and nurture bitterness, my body 
reacts. My brain interprets those resentful thoughts as ongoing threat. It triggers my 
fight-or-flight system, releasing stress chemicals like adrenaline and cortisol. My 
muscles tighten, my heart rate increases, and my thinking narrows. Over time, living in 
this constant “on edge” state wears me down. The same system that was already 
damaged by years of addiction is now being flooded again—not with drugs, but with 
toxic emotions. 

From a recovery standpoint, this matters because chronic stress and resentment 
weaken my ability to make healthy choices. When I am bitter, my mind becomes 
consumed with “what they did” and “what I deserve.” I start to justify self-pity. Self-pity 
quickly becomes a doorway back to old thinking: “With everything I’ve been through, I 
deserve a little something.” That “little something” often means a relapse. Resentment 
becomes the gasoline that old cravings love to feed on. The Big Book of AA calls 
resentment “the number one offender.” Hebrews 12:15 warns that a root of bitterness 
can spring up and defile many. It defiles my inner life, my relationships, and my sobriety. 

Spiritually, resentment blocks my fellowship with God. Jesus taught that if I do not 
forgive others, I will not experience the free flow of my Father’s forgiveness (Mark 
11:25–26). That doesn’t mean I lose my salvation every time I struggle, but it does 
mean my heart hardens. A hardened heart is more vulnerable to temptation because it 
resists conviction. I stop feeling the gentle nudges of the Holy Spirit, and the voice of my 



flesh grows louder. Before long, I’m not just angry at others—I’m secretly angry at God 
for allowing these hurts. That silent resentment toward God can be even more 
dangerous. 

The good news is that forgiveness is not a feeling; it is a choice and a process. I may 
need to choose it repeatedly as my emotions catch up. I may need to talk it through in 
group, journal it, and pray through it often. But every time I say, “Lord, I release my right 
to revenge and I give this person and this pain to You,” my nervous system gets a little 
more room to settle. My brain gradually learns that I am no longer living in that old war 
zone. My cravings do not have the same emotional fuel to feed on. Forgiveness is not 
just obedience—it is a powerful relapse prevention tool. 

Questions – Day 48 

1.​ Who or what have I been replaying in my mind with anger, blame, or bitterness?​
 

2.​ How does resentment show up in my body—tightness, sleeplessness, racing 
thoughts, or cravings?​
 

3.​ How have unhealed resentments contributed to my past relapses or destructive 
decisions?​
 

4.​ What Scriptures about forgiveness and bitterness speak most strongly to my 
situation right now?​
 

5.​ Am I willing today to begin releasing at least one resentment to God for the sake 
of my soul and my recovery?​
 

 

Day 49 – Letting God Heal My Fear of Rejection Before I Reach Out 

Bringing the fear of “they’ll never forgive me” to the cross. 

One of the loudest voices I hear when I think about Step 9 is fear of rejection. I imagine 
knocking on a door and having it slammed in my face. I picture a phone call ending in 
yelling or silence. I hear phrases in my head: “I never want to see you again,” “You’re 
dead to me,” “Too late.” That fear can paralyze me long before I ever write a letter or 
pick up a phone. It whispers, “Why bother? You’ve already done enough damage. Just 
leave them alone.” There is a wise time to leave people alone, but that decision should 
be guided by God, not by terror. 



Jesus understands rejection. John 1:11 says, “He came to His own, and His own did not 
receive Him.” The very people He loved and came to save looked Him in the face and 
said no. He was betrayed by Judas, denied by Peter, abandoned by most of His 
followers, and mocked by the crowds. Hebrews 4:15 says we have a High Priest who 
can sympathize with our weaknesses. That includes the fear of reaching out and being 
refused. When I bring this fear to Him, I am not talking to someone who says, “Just get 
over it.” I am talking to One who felt it more deeply than I ever will. 

Letting God heal my fear doesn’t mean I stop caring how people respond; it means their 
response no longer defines my worth. My acceptance is rooted first in Christ. Ephesians 
1:6 says I am “accepted in the Beloved.” That means God’s yes over my life is based on 
Jesus’ righteousness, not my performance. When this truth sinks in, I can approach 
amends from a place of security. I am not begging for identity; I am offering humility. If 
they receive me, I thank God. If they reject me, I grieve—but I am not destroyed. My 
foundation is unshaken because my acceptance is in Christ. 

Practically, I begin by naming my fears: who I am most afraid to face and what I imagine 
will happen. I share this with God and with a trusted mentor. I ask Him to show me 
whether some of these fears are realistic or exaggerated. I ask Him to prepare me to 
handle both soft and hard responses. Sometimes I even practice in my mind: “What if 
they say no? Can I still walk away knowing I obeyed God?” As that answer becomes 
yes, fear begins to loosen its grip. 

Questions – Day 49 

1.​ Whose rejection do I fear the most when I think about future amends?​
 

2.​ What specific scenarios play in my mind that keep me from even wanting to try?​
 

3.​ How does knowing Jesus was rejected by those He loved help me with my own 
fear of rejection?​
 

4.​ What would it look like to stand secure in being “accepted in the Beloved” even if 
others say no to me?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to begin talking honestly with God about my fear of rejection and ask 
Him to heal it?​
 

 

 



 

Day 50 – Writing a Step 8 Prayer: Laying People, Debts, and Outcomes at Jesus’ 
Feet 

A written, personal surrender of each name and situation. 

By the time I reach this point in Phase 2, my heart and notebook are full. I’ve listed 
people I’ve harmed, debts I owe, legal issues I face, resentments I carry, fears I feel, 
and patterns I’m starting to see. It can feel like standing in front of a field full of broken 
pieces. Step 8 does not ask me to fix all of that right now—but it does ask me to 
become willing and to invite God fully into it. One powerful way to do that is to write a 
personal Step 8 prayer, laying each name, debt, and outcome at the feet of Jesus. 

Writing slows me down and makes my surrender concrete. Instead of vague prayers like 
“God, please help me with my past,” I can write, “Lord, I lay before You my father, my 
mother, my children, my ex-partner, my siblings, my employers, my victims, my debts to 
the court, my hospital bills, my program fees…” I can name specific situations: “the night 
I disappeared with the rent money,” “the time I stole from my job,” “the years I missed as 
a father,” “the people who are still afraid of me.” I am not rehearsing shame; I am 
placing these memories and people into His hands. First Peter 5:7 says, “Casting all 
your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” This is me casting them—on paper and in 
prayer. 

In this written prayer, I can also acknowledge my powerlessness and Christ’s power. I 
might write, “Jesus, I cannot fix all of this. I cannot control their responses. I cannot pay 
everything back immediately. But I believe You can lead me. You can heal hearts. You 
can open doors or keep them closed. You can show me which step to take and when. I 
surrender my timetable, my fantasies of quick reunions, my dread of rejection, and my 
desire to manipulate outcomes.” This kind of surrendered prayer lines up my heart with 
the reality that He is God and I am not. 

I can weave Scripture into this prayer. I might claim promises like Philippians 1:6—that 
He who began a good work in me will complete it. I might lean on Proverbs 3:5–6, 
choosing to trust in the Lord with all my heart and not lean on my own understanding. I 
might echo David in Psalm 51, asking God to create in me a clean heart and renew a 
right spirit. As I write, these Scriptures become anchors, reminding me that Step 8 is not 
just a recovery task—it is an act of worship and discipleship. 

This written Step 8 prayer becomes a memorial stone between me and God. On future 
days when I feel overwhelmed, discouraged, or tempted to give up, I can return to it, 
read it, and remember: “I have already laid this at Jesus’ feet. I may not see the 



outcome yet, but He has heard me.” It also gives me a place to add new names or 
situations as God reveals them. Step 8 is not a one-time event; it is a posture of 
willingness I will need for the rest of my life. This prayer helps me stay in that posture. 

Questions – Day 50 

1.​ If I were to write a Step 8 prayer right now, what names and situations would I 
need to include?​
 

2.​ What outcomes (how people respond, how fast things change) am I still trying to 
control instead of surrendering?​
 

3.​ Which Scriptures do I want to build into my Step 8 prayer as promises and 
anchors?​
 

4.​ How might having a written prayer help me when fear, shame, or confusion rise 
up later in this process?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to set aside time this week to write out my own Step 8 prayer and 
place my list at Jesus’ feet? 

 

Day 51 – Why I Need to Forgive Those Who Hurt Me (Even If They Never Change) 

Colossians 3:13—what forgiveness is and is not; how it frees my heart and brain. 

When I first hear the word “forgive,” everything in me can tense up. My mind goes to 
people who abused, abandoned, betrayed, or used me; to authority figures who 
misused power; to friends who turned their back when I needed them most. My flesh 
says, “They don’t deserve it. They never said sorry. If I forgive, it means what they did 
was okay.” But Scripture paints a different picture. Colossians 3:13 says, “Bear with 
each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” Forgiveness is not pretending wrong didn’t happen; it 
is deciding not to hold onto the right to revenge. It is releasing people from my personal 
judgment and placing them into God’s hands. 

In addiction, unforgiveness became one of my biggest justifications. “If you went 
through what I went through, you’d use too.” I might not have said it out loud, but it lived 
in my heart. Resentment was like gasoline on the fire of my craving. Every time I 



replayed what others had done, my stress rose, my nervous system stayed in 
fight-or-flight, and my brain searched for relief. Drugs, alcohol, porn, or acting out 
became my “medicine” for pain that unforgiveness kept alive. Neuroscience shows that 
chronic bitterness keeps the stress system activated—higher cortisol, more anxiety, less 
clear thinking. That combination makes relapse much more likely. 

Forgiveness is not a feeling; it is a decision I make again and again. I can choose to 
forgive while still feeling pain. I can forgive without trusting. I can forgive and still 
maintain boundaries. Romans 12:19 says, “Do not take revenge… for it is written: ‘It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.” Forgiveness is me stepping off the judge’s 
bench and letting God be God. It doesn’t erase consequences or court decisions; it 
simply says, “I will not poison myself with hatred while I wait to see what God does.” 

Why do I need to forgive even if they never change? Because bondage lives in my 
heart, not in theirs. Unforgiveness chains me to the moment of the wound. It keeps my 
trauma always fresh in my nervous system. When I forgive, my heart and my brain can 
finally begin to heal. Psalm 147:3 says God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds. Forgiveness is one of the main ways He opens that healing pipeline. It doesn’t 
mean I stop caring about justice; it means I entrust justice to the One whose justice is 
perfect. 

In recovery, forgiveness is also about breaking generational patterns. Many of the 
people who hurt me were acting out their own unhealed pain. That doesn’t excuse their 
sin, but it explains why cycles keep repeating. When I forgive, I am saying, “The 
damage stops here. I will not pass this bitterness forward.” Forgiveness doesn’t erase 
my story, but it allows God to redeem it instead of it constantly ruining me. 

Questions – Day 51 

1.​ When I hear the word “forgive,” what faces, names, or events come to mind first?​
 

2.​ How has unforgiveness fueled my addiction, stress, or relapse thinking in the 
past?​
 

3.​ What lies have I believed about forgiveness (for example, that it means what they 
did was okay)?​
 

4.​ How does “forgive as the Lord forgave you” challenge my current attitude toward 
those who hurt me?​
 



5.​ Am I willing today to tell God, “I don’t know how, but I’m willing to learn to 
forgive,” and invite Him into that process?​
 

 

Day 52 – Writing a Forgiveness Letter (Not Necessarily Sending It Yet) 

Structured exercise: telling the truth about pain, releasing judgment to God. 

One of the most powerful tools in inner healing work is the unsent forgiveness letter. I 
am not writing it to impress someone or to get a response. I am writing it to tell the 
truth—before God—about how someone’s actions affected me, and then to release 
them from my personal courtroom. This kind of letter is especially important for 
relationships where contacting the person is unsafe, unwise, impossible, or not yet time. 
It allows my heart and nervous system to process pain in a structured way rather than 
stuffing it down or drowning in it. 

A forgiveness letter usually has three main movements. First, I name the person and 
the relationship: “Dear Mom,” “Dear Dad,” “Dear ____,” or even “To the person who…”. 
Second, I describe honestly what happened and how it impacted me: “When you 
did/said ______, I felt ______. It made me believe _____ about myself, others, or God.” 
This is not about attacking; it is about clarity. Many of us were never given permission to 
speak truth about our pain. We minimized (“It wasn’t that bad”), defended (“They did the 
best they could”), or dissociated (“I don’t even remember”). Putting words to it, on paper, 
in God’s presence, is a step toward freedom. 

Third, I write out my choice to forgive. “Today, in Jesus’ name, I choose to forgive you 
for ________. I release my right to revenge. I entrust you to God’s justice and mercy. I 
ask the Lord to heal my heart and break any bitterness or bondage connected to this.” I 
don’t have to feel warm or sentimental as I write those words. Forgiveness begins as 
obedience, not emotion. Over time, the Holy Spirit can align my feelings with the choice 
I made. Colossians 3:13 and Matthew 6:14–15 both call me to this path, not as a 
suggestion but as part of life in the kingdom. 

Writing these letters also has a neurological benefit. Trauma researchers talk about how 
unprocessed experiences stay stuck in the brain as “hot memories,” easily triggered and 
emotionally overwhelming. When I write my story, I am helping my brain organize those 
memories into a narrative. That doesn’t erase them, but it puts them in a context where 
healing can touch them. Psalm 62:8 invites me, “Pour out your heart before Him; God is 
a refuge for us.” A forgiveness letter is one way I pour out my heart safely. 



Sometimes, with wise counsel and prayer, parts of what I wrote might eventually be 
shared with the person. Other times, the letter remains between me and God, or is 
shared only in a therapeutic or pastoral setting. The goal today is not strategy—it is 
honesty and release. I bring my pain and my judgment to the cross and let Jesus hold 
both. 

Questions – Day 52 

1.​ Is there someone I know I need to write a forgiveness letter to, even if I never 
send it?​
 

2.​ What specific events or words from that person have I never really put into words 
before God?​
 

3.​ How might writing, “I choose to forgive you,” even while hurting, be an act of 
obedience and faith?​
 

4.​ What fears come up when I think about putting this on paper (for example, “If I 
write it, I’ll fall apart”)?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to set aside focused time to write at least one honest, unsent 
forgiveness letter this week?​
 

 

Day 53 – Forgiving Myself in Light of the Cross 

Learning to receive Christ’s finished work instead of punishing myself forever. 

There is a kind of “forgiveness” that I can extend toward others, while still secretly 
hating myself. I can say, “I forgive them,” but inside I hear, “You’re the real problem. 
You’re beyond help.” Many addicts carry a brutal inner voice that never lets them off the 
hook. This voice tells me I must keep paying for what I did—that I don’t deserve to enjoy 
anything again, that any good I experience will be taken away, that I must stay under a 
cloud of condemnation. But Romans 8:1 declares, “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.” Condemnation and conviction are not 
the same. Conviction points to specific sin and leads to repentance and restoration. 
Condemnation is a general verdict of “you’re worthless,” and it keeps me stuck. 

“Forgiving myself” is really about agreeing with God’s verdict at the cross. My sin was 
serious—so serious that it took the blood of the Son of God to pay for it. I do not 



minimize that. But if I keep punishing myself after God has declared “Paid in full,” I am 
saying His sacrifice wasn’t sufficient. First John 1:9 says that if we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive and cleanse us. Just means that He is righteous to forgive 
because Christ truly bore the penalty. When I cling to self-punishment, I place my 
feelings above His Word. 

From a recovery perspective, self-hatred is dangerous fuel. It often leads to sabotage: “I 
might as well use; I’m garbage anyway.” It makes it hard to receive love from others, 
including healthy brothers and spiritual fathers. It can even distort how I read Scripture, 
twisting verses into weapons instead of promises. Experientially, letting go of self-hatred 
often takes time. It may involve confessing not only my obvious sins, but also my 
unbelief: “Lord, forgive me for calling unclean what You have cleansed.” 

Forgiving myself does not mean trusting myself quickly. Trust must be rebuilt over time 
through consistent obedience. I don’t say, “I forgive myself, therefore I am safe in every 
situation.” I say, “Because of Christ, I am no longer under the death sentence of shame. 
I can walk out repentance and restoration as a beloved son, not as a condemned 
criminal waiting for the hammer to fall.” That shift—from condemned addict to beloved, 
disciplined son—changes everything about how I live. 

Questions – Day 53 

1.​ What are some of the harshest sentences I speak over myself in my mind?​
 

2.​ How have self-hatred and constant self-punishment affected my recovery and 
choices?​
 

3.​ What does Romans 8:1 mean for the way I relate to my own past failures?​
 

4.​ Is there any part of me that feels “more righteous” if I keep beating myself 
up—almost like rejecting grace?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to begin praying, “Lord, help me to see myself through the blood of 
Jesus, not through the voice of shame”?​
 

 

Day 54 – Letting Go of Old Roles in Relationships (Victim, Villain, Rescuer) 

Seeing how these roles played out in my addiction and how to step into sonship. 



In dysfunctional systems, people often fall into repeated “roles” without realizing it. 
Three common ones are victim, villain, and rescuer. As a victim, I see myself primarily 
as the one who is wronged: “Nothing is my fault. Everyone’s against me. My life is just 
one long story of being hurt.” As a villain, I see myself as the perpetual bad guy: “I 
destroy everything. I’m the monster. I poison every room I walk into.” As a rescuer, I see 
myself as the savior: “I’m the one who has to fix everyone. I’ll carry their load, bail them 
out, and lose myself in the process.” In addiction, I usually cycled through all 
three—sometimes in one day. 

These roles are rooted in lies about identity. Scripture tells me a different story. In Christ, 
I am neither a permanent victim nor a permanent villain nor a counterfeit rescuer. I am a 
son of God, adopted and being transformed. Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “If anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation.” Galatians 4:7 says, “You are no longer a slave, but a 
son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” The enemy wants me trapped in 
old roles so I will never step into this true identity. 

In recovery, I must begin to notice when these roles show up. As a victim, I may use my 
pain as an excuse for using: “If you had my story, you’d stay high too.” As a villain, I may 
use self-hatred to avoid change: “Why bother? I ruin everything.” As a rescuer, I may 
avoid my own healing by focusing on fixing everyone else: “Let me help them; my 
issues can wait.” Each role keeps me from healthy responsibility. As a son, I can 
acknowledge where I was sinned against without denying where I sinned. I can grieve 
harm done to me while repenting of harm done by me. I can help others, but not as their 
savior—pointing them to Christ, not to me. 

Letting go of these roles involves forgiveness, repentance, and boundaries. I forgive 
those who hurt me so I don’t live as a professional victim. I repent for the ways I have 
harmed others, refusing to hide behind my story. I step down from trying to rescue 
everyone, trusting God to be God in their lives. I ask the Holy Spirit to show me, “Where 
am I acting out of an old role instead of walking as Your son?” 

Questions – Day 54 

1.​ Which role do I most naturally slide into—victim, villain, or rescuer—and how has 
that shown up in my life?​
 

2.​ How have these roles helped me justify my addiction or avoid true responsibility?​
 

3.​ What do 2 Corinthians 5:17 and Galatians 4:7 say about who I really am in 
Christ?​
 



4.​ Where do I need to repent of using a role as an excuse, and where do I need to 
forgive so I can lay a role down?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to begin asking God daily, “Teach me to live as Your son, not as a 
victim, villain, or rescuer”?​
 

 

Day 55 – Reconciling My Relationship With God as Father 

Dealing with “God images” affected by earthly fathers and authority figures. 

Whether I realize it or not, how I see God as Father has been deeply shaped by my 
experiences with earthly fathers, stepfathers, men in authority, and even religious 
leaders. If my dad was harsh, I may picture God as always angry, ready to punish. If my 
dad was passive or absent, I may see God as distant and uninterested. If authority 
figures used, mocked, or controlled me, I might see God as dangerous, unpredictable, 
or manipulative. These “God images” live deep in my heart and nervous system. They 
affect how I pray, how I receive correction, and how I respond when I fail. 

Scripture reveals a very different Father. Romans 8:15 says, “You received the Spirit of 
adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’” Abba is a term of intimacy—like “Papa.” 
Jesus describes the Father as One who sees in secret (Matthew 6), who gives good 
gifts to His children (Matthew 7:11), who runs to meet the prodigal and embraces him 
before he can even finish his speech (Luke 15). Psalm 68:5 calls God “a father to the 
fatherless.” That means He is not just a bigger version of my dad; He is the perfect 
Father I always needed. 

Reconciling with God as Father means I allow His Word—not my wounds—to define 
who He is. I may need to confess, “Lord, I have been treating You like You are cruel, 
absent, or impossible to please. Forgive me. Help me know You as You really are.” I 
also may need to grieve what I did not receive from human fathers. That grief is not 
rebellion; it is honesty. As I bring those sorrows to God, He can begin to fill in what was 
lacking. He may use spiritual fathers, mentors, and brothers as part of that healing, but 
ultimately the deepest change comes from His Spirit bearing witness with my spirit that I 
am His child (Romans 8:16). 

This reconciliation is crucial for recovery. If I secretly believe God is against me, I will 
resist surrender. If I think He is indifferent, I won’t seek His power when I am tempted. If 
I think He is harsh, I will hide when I fail instead of running to Him. As my view of the 
Father changes, my heart finds a new kind of safety—a place where I can be corrected 



without being crushed, loved without being used, and disciplined without being 
abandoned. That is the environment where regeneration truly flourishes. 

Questions – Day 55 

1.​ When I picture “father,” what words, images, or emotions come up from my 
story?​
 

2.​ How have those experiences colored the way I instinctively view God?​
 

3.​ Which Scriptures about God as Father most challenge my old “God images”?​
 

4.​ What grief or disappointment about human fathers do I need to bring honestly to 
God?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to ask the Holy Spirit to begin rewriting my picture of the Father 
according to His Word?​
 

 

Day 56 – Reconciling My Relationship With Myself: No More Secret Self-Hatred 

Replacing inner accusations with God’s truth about my worth. 

Many of us talk about making peace with God and with others, but we never talk about 
making peace with ourselves. That doesn’t mean excusing sin; it means ending a war 
inside where I function as my own prosecutor, judge, and executioner. For years, I may 
have heard an inner voice saying, “You’re trash. You’re hopeless. You always screw it 
up. People would be better off without you.” I might think that voice is “humility,” but it is 
not. It sounds much more like the “accuser of the brethren” from Revelation 12:10 than 
like the Holy Spirit of truth. 

God speaks to my identity in very different terms. First John 3:1 says, “Behold what 
manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of 
God!” Ephesians 2:10 says we are God’s workmanship (His masterpiece), created in 
Christ Jesus for good works prepared beforehand. That means my worth is not 
determined by my performance, my criminal record, my addiction history, or other 
people’s opinions. My worth is rooted in the price paid for me: the blood of Jesus. 

Reconciling with myself involves agreeing with God about both my sin and my value. I 
admit the truth: “Lord, I have done real damage. I have lied, used, stolen, manipulated, 



and hurt people.” I also admit, “But You say I am worth rescuing, worth transforming, 
worth adopting.” When I only focus on my sin, I drown in shame. When I only focus on 
my value without repentance, I drift into pride. True reconciliation holds both: I am a 
great sinner, and Christ is a greater Savior who calls me His own. 

In recovery, secret self-hatred often leads to sabotage. When things start going well, I 
panic internally and blow it up, because I don’t believe I deserve a good life. When 
people love me, I push them away because I’m sure they’ll leave once they “really get to 
know me.” The only way out is to let God’s Word slowly get louder than the inner critic. 
This may require daily declarations of truth: speaking Scripture over myself even when I 
don’t feel it, asking safe brothers to remind me who I am in Christ, and catching myself 
when I slip into old self-cursing patterns. 

Questions – Day 56 

1.​ What are the most common accusations I speak to myself in my mind or under 
my breath?​
 

2.​ How has self-hatred influenced my relationships, recovery, and choices over the 
years?​
 

3.​ Which Scriptures about my identity in Christ feel the hardest to believe—and 
why?​
 

4.​ In what ways have I confused self-hatred with humility?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to begin replacing inner accusations with God’s truth, even if my 
emotions lag behind?​
 

 

Day 57 – Reconciling My Relationship With Others in Prayer First 

Praying through each Step 8 name, blessing instead of cursing. 

Before I ever sit face-to-face with many of the people on my Step 8 list, I need to meet 
them in prayer. Prayer is the first place reconciliation is worked out. Romans 12:14 
commands, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.” Jesus goes even 
further in Matthew 5:44: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 
Praying blessing over people I have harmed or who have harmed me feels 



unnatural—but it is exactly the kind of supernatural work the Holy Spirit wants to do in 
me. 

Praying through my Step 8 list looks like this: I sit before God with the names in front of 
me. I take them one by one. For each person, I acknowledge what happened, how I 
sinned against them, or how they hurt me. Then I pray, sometimes through gritted teeth 
at first, “Lord, I ask You to bless ______. Heal their heart. Draw them closer to You. 
Protect them. Provide for them. Restore what my addiction or their actions have stolen. 
Let them know Your love personally.” This doesn’t mean I’m asking for automatic 
reconciliation or pretending everything is fine. It means I am refusing to curse them in 
my heart. I am asking God to be good to them, not just to me. 

This kind of prayer does something inside my brain and heart. Instead of rehearsing old 
arguments and imaginary comebacks, I am training my mind to see people through 
God’s eyes—as broken, needy humans He cares about, not just characters in the story 
of my pain. The more I pray this way, the more my resentment loses its grip. My nervous 
system begins to calm when I think of them, rather than immediately flaring up. When 
and if God opens a door for real-life amends, my heart is softer, and my motives are 
cleaner. 

Praying first also helps with discernment. As I pray for each person, the Holy Spirit can 
show me whether I should pursue direct amends soon, later, or not at all. Some people 
are not safe to contact. Some situations are too volatile right now. Others are ripe for a 
humble approach. Instead of deciding based only on my fear or eagerness, I invite 
God’s wisdom in the place of prayer. 

Questions – Day 57 

1.​ How do I usually think or talk about the people on my Step 8 list—do I bless, 
curse, or avoid thinking of them?​
 

2.​ What happens inside me when I imagine praying, “Lord, bless ______,” for 
someone I resent or someone I hurt?​
 

3.​ How might consistent prayer over these names slowly reshape my heart and my 
thinking?​
 

4.​ Who on my list feels most impossible to pray blessing over right now—and what 
does that reveal?​
 



5.​ Am I willing to begin praying through my Step 8 list, name by name, asking God 
to bless and guide each person?​
 

 

Day 58 – Education Night: The Cost of Carrying Guilt, Shame, and Unforgiveness 

Emotional, physical, and spiritual effects of unresolved guilt and bitterness. 

From a spiritual standpoint, guilt, shame, and unforgiveness are chains. From a 
psychological and physical standpoint, they are also heavy loads the body bears. David 
describes this in Psalm 32:3–4: “When I kept silent, my bones grew old through my 
groaning all the day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my strength 
was sapped as in the heat of summer.” When I bury guilt and bitterness instead of 
confessing and forgiving, my body feels it. Tension, headaches, insomnia, stomach 
issues, racing thoughts, and constant fatigue often connect to what I’m carrying on the 
inside. 

Shame tells me, “I am the problem.” Guilt says, “I did wrong.” Bitterness says, “They are 
the problem, and I will never let them off the hook.” When all three spin together, my 
nervous system stays in a permanent stress mode. The brain’s alarm center (the 
amygdala) stays activated. My ability to think clearly, plan long-term, and resist 
temptation weakens. In that state, old addictions whisper, “You know what helps you not 
feel this? Just one hit, just one drink, just one night.” So I use, and then the guilt and 
shame pile up further. It’s a self-feeding cycle. 

Spiritually, unresolved guilt blocks my sense of closeness with God. I might be forgiven 
in Christ, but if I never confess and receive cleansing (1 John 1:9), my conscience stays 
cluttered and confused. Unforgiveness, as Jesus teaches, also interferes with my 
experience of the Father’s forgiveness (Matthew 6:14–15). Bitter roots grow and 
contaminate my relationships, my fellowship with God, and even my ability to accept 
encouragement from others (Hebrews 12:15). In other words, the cost of holding on is 
extremely high. 

Recovery offers a different path: confession, forgiveness, and surrender. As I confess 
my sins honestly to God and, in appropriate ways, to trusted others, much of the weight 
of guilt lifts off my chest. As I receive Christ’s cleansing, I stand on His righteousness 
instead of my record. As I choose to forgive those who hurt me, layer by layer, 
bitterness loosens. Over time, my body and brain start to experience less stress, more 
rest, and more clarity. This doesn’t mean life gets easy, but it means I am no longer 
poisoning myself from the inside out. 



Questions – Day 58 

1.​ How has carrying unconfessed guilt and unresolved shame affected my body 
and mind over the years?​
 

2.​ What resentments or unforgiveness do I still carry that keep my stress high and 
my thinking foggy?​
 

3.​ How do Psalm 32:3–4 and Hebrews 12:15 describe the cost of holding onto 
these things?​
 

4.​ What steps of confession, forgiveness, or surrender might God be inviting me 
into right now for my own freedom?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to trade the familiar weight of guilt and bitterness for the unfamiliar 
lightness of grace and release?​
 

 

Day 59 – Asking God Which Amends to Start With in Step 9 

Prioritizing: who first, who later, who not now (safety and wisdom). 

As I near the end of this Step 8 phase, the question naturally rises: “Where do I start 
when Step 9 comes?” Not every amends can or should happen at once. Some people 
are ready; some are not. Some situations are urgent; others can wait. Some contacts 
would be dangerous or harmful right now. I need more than my own logic here—I need 
God’s wisdom. Proverbs 3:5–6 tells me, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct 
your paths.” 

Asking God which amends to start with means I bring my whole list before Him in 
prayer. I might even mark my list as I pray: a check by those who seem appropriate to 
approach soon, a question mark by those needing more counsel, and perhaps a pause 
symbol by those who should not be contacted at this time (for example, restraining 
orders, abusive ex-relationships, or people whose safety or sobriety could be damaged 
by my showing up). I talk this through with staff, sponsors, or counselors who know my 
story and the principles of healthy amends. 

Usually, God will lead me to begin with those who are both important and reasonably 
accessible: close family members, children, or others who have borne the brunt of my 



addiction and who may be ready to hear me if I come humbly and without pressure. He 
may also lead me to handle certain financial or legal amends early, especially where 
ignorance could cause trouble later. The key is that I’m not picking based on what feels 
easiest or what gives me the quickest emotional payoff. I’m asking, “Lord, what honors 
You, protects others, and builds true integrity in me?” 

Sometimes, God may indicate that the first “amends” I need to make is living 
consistently for a while—showing up, staying put, working hard, and letting my new life 
speak louder than my words. For certain people, the best beginning is not a dramatic 
apology but a long-term demonstration that I am different. That’s why rushing Step 9 
without God’s direction and leadership guidance can be dangerous. Step 9 will get its 
time. Today is about preparation and surrender. 

Questions – Day 59 

1.​ When I think about Step 9, who am I eager to approach, and who do I want to 
avoid—and why?​
 

2.​ How might my emotions (guilt, fear, longing) skew my sense of what amends 
should happen first?​
 

3.​ Who can I sit down with to review my list and pray for God’s wisdom about timing 
and order?​
 

4.​ What might it look like for me to “acknowledge God” in all my ways specifically in 
planning Step 9?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to say, “Lord, I don’t want to lean on my own understanding. Direct 
my paths in this amends process”?​
 

 

Day 60 – Checkpoint: Reviewing My Journey Through Step 7 and Step 8 

Guided reflection: what God has changed in me, what still resists regeneration. 

Sixty days into this phase, I am not the same man who began it. I may not see all the 
changes day by day, but when I look back, I can trace God’s hand. Step 7 taught me to 
become “entirely ready” for God to remove my defects—to stop clinging to anger, lust, 
control, and self-pity as survival tools and start seeing them as spiritual allergies that 
destroy me. Step 8 has led me to face my relational, financial, and legal wreckage, to 



begin forgiving those who hurt me, to release bitterness, and to become willing—slowly, 
often with trembling—to make amends. Today is a checkpoint, a pause to say with 
honesty: “Lord, what have You already done, and what in me still resists You?” 

Philippians 1:6 gives me hope: “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it 
until the day of Jesus Christ.” God is not halfway interested in my transformation. He 
finishes what He starts. At the same time, Lamentations 3:40 calls me to join Him in 
honest self-examination: “Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to 
the Lord.” That’s what today is about. I look at my attitudes: Am I softer, more teachable, 
more honest than I was two months ago? I look at my reactions: Do I recover quicker 
when corrected? Do I catch myself sooner when resentment rises? I look at my 
relationships: Have I grown more aware of how my addiction impacted others? Do I feel 
more compassion for those I hurt and those who hurt me? 

I also need to admit where I still resist. Maybe there are still certain names on my Step 8 
list I refuse to pray for. Maybe there are debts I don’t even want to write down. Maybe 
there are legal realities I’m tempted to hide. Maybe there are old roles—victim, villain, 
rescuer—that I cling to because they feel familiar. God is not shocked by these pockets 
of resistance. He invites me to bring them into the light: “Lord, here is where I still don’t 
want to change. Help my unwillingness.” That kind of vulnerable honesty keeps me in 
the posture of surrender. 

This checkpoint is not about grading myself as “pass” or “fail.” It is about recalibrating 
my heart to God’s grace and truth. I can thank Him for clear growth—moments where I 
forgave instead of resented, confessed instead of lied, listened instead of defended, 
stayed instead of ran. I can also ask Him to continue pressing on hard places. Step 9 
and the next phases will require deeper humility and courage; this is my chance to 
anchor myself again in His faithfulness. The same God who carried me through the first 
60 days will walk me through whatever comes next. 

 

DAY 61 — Step 9: What Making Direct Amends Really Means 

Not groveling, not manipulating—honest ownership plus a willingness to make things 
right. 

Step 9 is one of the most misunderstood parts of recovery. Many men enter this phase 
with fear because their past “apologies” were anything but sincere. In addiction, 
apologies were often tools—tools to escape consequences, reduce tension, get 



someone off your back, or get access to something you wanted. They were emotional 
performances, manipulation attempts, or half-truths that avoided responsibility. Step 9 is 
the opposite. It is not groveling, not long emotional speeches, not begging someone to 
forgive you, and not trauma-dumping on a person you already harmed. Christ calls us to 
truth, humility, and responsibility. Genuine amends are about owning my wrong 
without making myself the center of the story. Jesus teaches in Matthew 5:23–24 
that reconciliation begins with honesty: if I know someone has something against me, I 
go to them and face the truth. Not to get something, but to bring something—humble 
honesty. 

Direct amends means I communicate three things with clarity and courage: what I did, 
the impact it had, and my willingness to repair what can be repaired. It is not my 
job to convince them to forgive me or trust me. Their reaction—anger, relief, tears, 
silence, or even rejection—is not the measure of my obedience. I come because Christ 
calls me to walk in the light (1 John 1:7). The Holy Spirit convicts me of truth (John 
16:13), and truth must be spoken cleanly. Many men try to “soften” the blow by 
explaining their trauma, blaming stress, or highlighting what the other person did wrong. 
That is not amends. That is self-protection. Amends means: “I was wrong. This is 
what it cost you. I accept full responsibility.” 

Another danger is oversharing or dumping emotional weight on someone who did not 
ask for it. Step 9 is not the moment to unload my entire life story or try to create instant 
reconciliation. It is a moment to say the right thing, not everything. When Zacchaeus 
met Christ, he didn’t give a speech about his childhood or excuses for his behavior—he 
simply said, “If I have cheated anyone, I will repay fourfold” (Luke 19:8). That’s clarity. 
That’s repentance. That’s amends. Practical, direct, measurable. 

Direct amends also means stepping away from outcomes. I may walk away from a 
conversation without closure. I may not get forgiveness. I may not get trust. I may not 
get my family back. But I will have done what God requires: “He who conceals his sins 
does not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them finds mercy” (Proverbs 
28:13). Mercy from God is not the same as approval from people. But doing amends 
God’s way keeps my conscience clean, strengthens my sobriety, and breaks the 
spiritual footholds of denial and shame. 

QUESTIONS — Day 61 

1.​ How were my past “apologies” dishonest, manipulative, or self-serving?​
 

2.​ What fears do I have about Step 9 conversations?​
 



3.​ Why is it important to separate obedience to God from how people respond?​
 

4.​ What excuses am I tempted to use to soften or avoid direct responsibility?​
 

5.​ Am I ready to speak the truth clearly, simply, and humbly?​
 

 

DAY 62 — Types of Amends: Direct, Indirect, and Living Amends 

When to speak, when to write, when to change behavior over time. 

One of the most freeing lessons in Step 9 is realizing that not every amends looks the 
same. Recovery recognizes three biblical, wise categories of amends: direct amends, 
indirect amends, and living amends. Each type addresses harm in a different way, 
and each requires humility, truth, and dependence on the Holy Spirit. Trying to force 
direct amends where they don’t belong can cause damage. Avoiding direct amends 
where they are needed is equally destructive. Discernment matters, and Scripture gives 
us the wisdom to navigate these differences. 

Direct amends involve face-to-face or written communication where I clearly state what 
I did wrong and take responsibility without excuses. Jesus teaches this in Matthew 
5:23–24—when I know I have caused harm, I am to go and be reconciled as far as it 
depends on me. Direct amends are appropriate when the relationship is safe, when 
contact does not re-open trauma, and when the person is emotionally capable of 
receiving the conversation. A direct amends is short, respectful, and focused. It is not a 
sermon, not a justification, and not a request for quick trust. 

Indirect amends are for situations where contact would cause injury or violate 
boundaries. This applies when the other person is unsafe, when the relationship 
involved abuse, when a restraining order exists, or when the person is not emotionally 
stable enough for contact. Indirect amends honor the principle of truth while protecting 
the emotional and physical safety of everyone involved. Romans 12:18 guides our 
wisdom: “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with all people.” 
When direct contact will injure them, the most Christlike thing I can do is practice safety. 
Indirect amends might look like writing an unsent letter, donating to a cause, praying for 
the person, or making restitution anonymously. 

Living amends may be the most powerful of all. Living amends mean changing my 
behavior so consistently that my life becomes the apology. For many damaged 



relationships—children, parents, partners—words are not enough. They have heard 
promises. They have heard crying, begging, manipulation, and emotional highs. What 
they need is consistency. If I stole, my living amends is rigorous honesty. If I 
abandoned my kids, my living amends is showing up in humility and patience. If I lied, 
my living amends is truth. If I used people, my living amends is serving them. Living 
amends show real transformation: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 
Corinthians 5:17). 

These three types of amends allow me to walk wisely, compassionately, and 
courageously. They protect others from harm, protect me from impulsiveness, and 
honor God through truth and transformation. 

QUESTIONS — Day 62 

1.​ Which people on my Step 8 list require direct amends—and why?​
 

2.​ Who would be harmed by direct contact, making indirect amends necessary?​
 

3.​ Which relationships need living amends more than words?​
 

4.​ How does Romans 12:18 guide my decisions about contact?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to follow the Spirit’s wisdom rather than my emotions? 

DAY 63 — Safety and Wisdom in Amends (Not Re-Opening Abuse or Danger) 

“…except when to do so would injure them or others.” 

One of the most misunderstood truths about Step 9 is that God never asks a man to 
make amends in a way that harms someone, re-opens trauma, violates boundaries, 
or places either person in danger—emotionally, physically, legally, or spiritually. 
Recovery is not driven by impulsive emotion; it is guided by the Holy Spirit. Many of us, 
in addiction, tried to “fix everything” instantly out of guilt, fear, loneliness, or panic. We 
rushed into relationships we had destroyed, forced apologies on people who didn’t want 
contact, or tried to repair damage in the flesh instead of the Spirit. But Scripture is clear: 
“Zeal without knowledge is not good, and he who makes haste with his feet misses the 
way” (Proverbs 19:2). Step 9 requires wisdom, not speed. 

The Big Book’s phrase—“except when to do so would injure them or others”—aligns 
with biblical truth. There are situations where direct contact is wrong: when the person 
is unsafe, abusive, violent, manipulative, or emotionally unstable; when there is a 



restraining order; when past trauma could be re-triggered; when another person’s 
recovery or healing would be jeopardized; or when legal consequences could harm 
innocent people. In these cases, an indirect or living amends is the most righteous 
choice. Romans 12:18 teaches, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone.” Sometimes the peaceful path is distance. Sometimes obedience 
looks like not making the call, not writing the letter, and not reopening the 
wound—because the amends would serve you more than them. 

Safety also means recognizing your own emotional stability. Step 9 should never be 
attempted when you are angry, desperate, stressed, triggered, or craving affirmation. 
Amends done in emotional turmoil usually turn into blame, oversharing, manipulation, or 
re-justifying your past. God calls you to walk “in the light” (1 John 1:7), which means 
clarity, sobriety, and humility—not compulsiveness. The Holy Spirit leads with peace, 
patience, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22–23). If the Spirit is not present, 
the conversation should not happen. 

When an amends is unsafe, the alternative is not avoidance—it is indirect amends: 
praying for the person, blessing them, releasing them to God, making restitution 
anonymously, or simply living a transformed life that honors Christ. Sometimes the most 
powerful amends is allowing God to change you in a way that silently testifies, “I am not 
the man I used to be.” Living amends carry weight because they flow from the heart, not 
the mouth. As James 3:17 says, “The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable.” 
Purity and peace are the measuring rods for Step 9 timing. 

Safety is not cowardice. Wisdom is not avoidance. Healthy boundaries are not rebellion 
against the program. They are signs that you are learning to walk as a mature man of 
God, no longer ruled by impulse or guilt, but by discernment and love. The goal of Step 
9 is not to get a reaction from others—it is to walk in truth before God. And sometimes 
obedience means silence, waiting, distance, or indirect healing. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 63 

1.​ Who on my Step 8 list could be harmed emotionally, physically, or legally if I tried 
to make direct contact right now?​
 

2.​ What motives—guilt, fear, loneliness, shame—might push me into an unsafe 
amends?​
 

3.​ How does Proverbs 19:2 challenge my tendency to rush into fixing things?​
 



4.​ Where might an indirect amends (prayer, restitution, changed behavior) honor 
God more than a direct conversation?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to follow the Holy Spirit’s timing instead of my own emotion 

 

DAY 64 — Writing My First Concrete Amends Plan 

For a specific person: what I did, what I own, how I will change, what I can repay. 

Before any Step 9 conversation ever takes place, a man must sit down with God, a pen, 
and complete honesty to create his first concrete amends plan. Most of us spent 
years offering vague apologies, emotional speeches, manipulative tears, and empty 
promises. Addiction taught us to speak without taking responsibility, and to say “I’m 
sorry” whenever it benefitted us. Step 9 requires something radically different: clarity, 
truth, accountability, and preparation. Proverbs 21:5 says, “The plans of the diligent 
lead surely to abundance,” and a clear amends plan is part of diligent spiritual work. You 
cannot walk into these conversations unprepared — you must write out a structured, 
specific plan under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

A strong amends plan is built around four pillars: what I did, what I own, how I will 
change, and what I can repay. The first part, what I did, requires brutal honesty. No 
excuses. No explanations. No softening the truth. No “I was messed up back then,” no 
“you were hard on me,” no “I was stressed,” and no airing of your trauma. This step 
simply names the behavior: “I stole,” “I lied,” “I manipulated,” “I broke trust,” “I 
abandoned my responsibilities,” “I damaged property,” “I used you emotionally,” “I 
blamed you when it was my fault.” Psalm 51:6 says God desires “truth in the inward 
being.” This is the moment you stop hiding from truth and call your actions what they 
truly were. 

The second pillar is what I own — the impact. Addiction numbed your ability to feel 
what others felt. Step 9 reawakens compassion. You write how your actions hurt the 
other person emotionally (fear, stress, confusion, betrayal), spiritually (losing trust, 
doubting God, feeling unsafe), financially (debts, damages, bills), relationally (broken 
connection, children suffering, sleepless nights), and physically (risk, chaos, fights, 
illness). Most men skip this step because it is painful — but that pain is part of healing. 
Galatians 6:7 reminds us that a man reaps what he sows. This section forces you to 
confront the harvest of your choices. 



The third pillar is how I will change. This is not making promises you can’t keep, 
emotional declarations, or manipulative speeches. Instead of saying “I won’t ever do 
that again,” you write out specific behaviors that reflect repentance: staying sober, 
staying accountable, attending meetings, maintaining honesty, respecting boundaries, 
paying debts, being consistent, working your program. This is the “fruit in keeping with 
repentance” (Matthew 3:8). Your change is not proven by words but by the actions you 
commit to taking day after day. 

The fourth pillar is what I can repay — restitution. Some things cannot be repaid in full, 
but the willingness matters to God. Zacchaeus met Jesus and immediately said, “If I 
have cheated anyone, I will repay fourfold” (Luke 19:8). Restitution may involve money, 
property, replacing items you damaged, or writing a letter acknowledging debts and 
offering a plan. Sometimes restitution is not financial but relational — respecting 
someone’s space, honoring their boundaries, or choosing not to reenter their life without 
being invited. Whatever can be restored, restore it. 

Finally, before sharing anything with the person, you bring your amends plan to staff or 
a big brother to review. They will help catch places where you minimize, justify, blame, 
overshare, spiritualize, or promise too much. This review is part of humility and safety. A 
clean amends plan is one that honors God, respects the person’s heart, and reflects 
true repentance. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 64 

1.​ Who is the first person God is leading me to write an amends plan for, and why?​
 

2.​ What truths about my actions am I most afraid to put on paper?​
 

3.​ How were they impacted emotionally, spiritually, financially, or physically?​
 

4.​ What specific behaviors must change in my life to prove repentance?​
 

5.​ What restitution — financial or relational — is possible for me to make?​
 

DAY 65 — Practicing an Amends Conversation With a Staff or Big Brother 

Role-play to reduce fear and avoid blaming, minimizing, or oversharing. 



Most men entering Step 9 believe they are ready to talk to the person they’ve 
harmed—until they actually try to speak the words out loud. Suddenly the guilt rises, the 
nerves shake, pride kicks in, excuses slip out, tears confuse the message, or anger 
surfaces from nowhere. This is why Step 9 is not done alone or spontaneously. 
Recovery requires practice. Scripture says, “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many 
advisers they succeed” (Proverbs 15:22). Practicing an amends conversation with a 
staff member or big brother is not about performance—it is about purifying the 
message, removing emotional contamination, and allowing the Spirit of God to lead 
instead of the flesh. 

In addiction, our communication patterns were twisted. We learned to lie smoothly, 
dodge responsibility, overshare to gain pity, twist facts, hide details, or weaponize tears. 
Even sincere attempts at apology often came out manipulative or dramatic because our 
hearts were still shaped by fear and survival instincts. Practicing the amends 
conversation exposes these unhealthy patterns so they can be surrendered to Christ. A 
brother will stop you mid-sentence when you start justifying yourself (“I only did that 
because…”), blaming (“Well, if you hadn’t…”), minimizing (“It wasn’t that bad…”), or 
centering your own pain (“You don’t know how hard it was for me…”). This correction is 
a gift. Proverbs 27:6 says, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend.” Better to be corrected 
privately than to damage a real amends with unhealthy speech. 

Practice also addresses fear, the greatest enemy of Step 9. Fear of rejection, fear of 
anger, fear of consequences, fear they won’t forgive, fear they’ll bring up more than 
you’re ready to face. Fear wants to rush or avoid; the Spirit teaches patience and 
preparation. When you speak your amends aloud in a safe room with trusted men, the 
fear begins to lose its power. James 5:16 teaches that healing comes through 
confession. Practicing confession trains your heart to walk through fear with humility 
instead of panic. You learn to breathe, slow down, stay grounded, and keep the focus 
on your responsibility—not on the outcome. 

Role-playing also prevents oversharing, which many men confuse with honesty. 
Oversharing is when emotion drives the conversation instead of truth. It can place 
unnecessary burdens on the other person or reveal trauma that God never asked you to 
reveal. A big brother will teach you to keep the amends short, clear, and respectful. Step 
9 is not a therapy session. It is not an attempt to explain your entire life story. It is not a 
chance to clear your conscience at the expense of overwhelming someone else. It is an 
act of ownership before God. Practicing trims the conversation to what matters: what 
you did, how you harmed them, and what change you are committed to making. 

Another vital area practice addresses is tone. Many men deliver truthful words with 
defensive posture, nervous laughter, fake humility, or subtle self-protection. Tone 



communicates the heart. Practicing helps remove tone that sounds sarcastic, cold, 
overly emotional, pressured, or passive-aggressive. Ephesians 4:15 calls us to “speak 
the truth in love.” Love is in the tone—gentle, humble, steady, calm, patient, and 
surrendered. 

Most of all, practice trains you to release control. Step 9 is not about convincing the 
person to forgive you, trust you, or welcome you back. It is about obedience to God. 
Practicing teaches you to speak your responsibility and then stop talking—to let 
silence do its work. This is where the Spirit takes over. You learn to detach from 
outcomes and honor Christ by walking in truth, not in self-protection or self-promotion. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 65 

1.​ What unhealthy communication habits show up when I practice my amends out 
loud?​
 

2.​ Why is it hard for me to stay focused on what I did instead of explaining or 
defending myself?​
 

3.​ What fears surface when I imagine making this amends, and how can the Holy 
Spirit meet those fears?​
 

4.​ How does practicing with a brother expose blind spots in my tone, attitude, or 
motives?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to let God, not the outcome, determine the success of my amends 

 

 

DAY 66 — Making Amends to Family Without Manipulation 

No promises I won’t keep; no pressuring them to trust me quickly. 

Family amends are the most emotionally loaded part of Step 9. These are the people 
who cried over you, feared for you, bailed you out, distanced themselves from you, or 
waited up at night hoping you were alive. These are the people you disappointed 



repeatedly, people whose trust you shattered, people you swore you’d change for “next 
time,” people you used without intending to, and people you hurt even when they were 
trying to help you. Because of this deep emotional history, family amends require a level 
of purity and clarity that goes beyond any other Step 9 conversation. Scripture 
commands: “Let love be without hypocrisy” (Romans 12:9). Hypocrisy in amends is 
manipulation in disguise. Family must hear truth—not performance. 

Manipulation in family amends takes many forms. Sometimes it sounds like emotional 
pressure (“Please forgive me, you’re all I have”). Sometimes it is disguised as promises 
(“I’ll never mess up again”). Sometimes it comes through guilt (“After all I’ve been 
through, can’t you at least talk to me?”). Sometimes it is self-pity (“Everyone gave up on 
me”). Sometimes it is spiritual language used falsely (“God told me you have to forgive 
me today”). And sometimes it is subtle—tone of voice, tears used to soften truth, or 
rehearsed speeches meant to elicit sympathy. None of these belong in Step 9. They are 
the very behaviors God is cleansing from your life. Step 9 is not about regaining trust; it 
is about becoming trustworthy. 

A proper family amends is simple, humble, and surrendered. A man of God says:​
 “I was wrong. I own what I did. I see how I hurt you. I understand why you lost 
trust. I am not asking for anything—only to acknowledge the harm and take 
responsibility.”​
 This is the heart of biblical repentance. Paul said, “We have renounced secret and 
shameful ways; we do not use deception” (2 Corinthians 4:2). This verse applies directly 
to Step 9. A clean amends renounces deception, pressure, emotional manipulation, and 
hidden agendas. Your family needs to see a man who no longer bargains, argues, or 
searches for loopholes—just a man with a new heart (Ezekiel 36:26). 

Another key truth: You must not promise what you cannot sustain. Addiction taught 
you to make big promises—“I’ll be home tomorrow,” “I’ll stay sober,” “I won’t lie again,” 
“This time I mean it”—and then break them. Family members have decades of 
memories proving your words were unreliable. Step 9 is not the time to promise quick 
change. It is the time to practice slow, steady obedience. Jesus taught, “Let your ‘Yes’ 
be yes and your ‘No’ be no” (Matthew 5:37). If you cannot guarantee a promise for the 
next ten years, do not say it in an amends. Instead, tell the truth: “Here is how I am 
living differently right now. I pray God continues this work in me. I know trust takes time.” 
That is humility. 

Family amends must also honor their boundaries, not challenge them. If they want 
distance, you bless it. If they do not want contact, you honor it. If they need to protect 
children or finances, you respect it without argument. Step 9 is not your chance to 
rebuild the relationship—it is your chance to release them from the burden of your 



past without demanding a future. Romans 14:19 calls us to “pursue what makes for 
peace.” Sometimes peace is space. Peace is non-pressure. Peace is allowing God—not 
you—to rebuild what was broken. 

Finally, family amends require patience. Many men think family should immediately 
recognize the change and welcome them with open arms. But love that has been 
wounded deeply needs time to heal. Real trust grows through living amends: 
consistency, honesty, accountability, stability, sobriety, and humility over months and 
years. Step 9 plants the seed; your ongoing obedience waters it. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 66 

1.​ What forms of manipulation—emotional, verbal, spiritual—do I tend to use with 
family without realizing it?​
 

2.​ What promises have I made in the past that I now recognize I cannot guarantee?​
 

3.​ How can I communicate repentance without trying to control how my family 
responds?​
 

4.​ What boundaries from family members do I struggle to honor, and why?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to make an amends that asks for nothing in return—not trust, not 
forgiveness, not closeness? 

 
 

DAY 67 — Making Amends Where Trust May Never Be Fully Restored 

How to walk in humility when others need distance or time. 

Step 9 becomes the most spiritually stretching when you realize that not every 
relationship you harmed can return to what it once was. Some people will forgive but 
keep distance. Some will be polite but guarded. Some will never allow you back inside 
their inner circle. Others may want no contact at all. And in the most painful cases, the 
person you harmed may have passed away or moved on beyond reach. This reality is 
difficult for any man in recovery, especially because addiction creates a deep craving to 
“fix everything” once we finally get sober. But Scripture teaches that repentance is 
measured by obedience, not by outcomes. “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, 



live at peace with everyone” (Romans 12:18). Notice the phrase “as far as it depends 
on you.” Step 9 is about doing your part before God—not controlling or ensuring how 
others respond. 

One of the biggest traps during amends is believing that forgiveness should 
automatically equal trust. But forgiveness is an act of grace; trust is an act of time. 
Forgiveness can be given in a moment; trust is rebuilt through months and years of 
consistent change. Many men relapse emotionally when someone says, “I forgive you, 
but I’m not ready to be close again.” They hear rejection when it is actually wisdom. 
People who were wounded deeply need safety, stability, and time to see if your 
repentance is real. Proverbs 14:15 says, “The simple believe anything, but the prudent 
give thought to their steps.” Your family and friends have every right to be prudent. 
Walking in humility means giving them permission to take as long as they need without 
resentment or pressure. 

Another hard truth: in some cases, full restoration is not wise or safe. If the relationship 
involved past violence, abuse, manipulation, financial harm, or repeated betrayal, then 
“except when to do so would injure them or others” applies directly (Step 9). Love does 
not demand access. Love protects. 1 Corinthians 13:7 says, “Love bears all things… 
and endures all things,” but it also “does not insist on its own way” (v. 5). Humility 
accepts that some doors must stay partially closed for their protection or for yours. This 
is not failure—it is obedience and emotional maturity. 

Making amends where trust may never fully return requires a posture of servanthood. 
You show up to the conversation ready to own your wrongs without defending yourself, 
ready to bless them without expecting anything, and ready to release them without 
bitterness. Philippians 2:3–4 teaches: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.” This includes valuing their 
boundaries, their timeline, and their healing. You may want reconciliation now, but God 
may be working on a much slower and deeper process in their life. True repentance is 
patient because God is patient with you. 

This process will expose the last remnants of self-centered thinking. When someone 
doesn’t respond how you hoped, pride whispers: “They’re being unfair.” Fear whispers: 
“I’ll never get my family back.” Self-pity whispers: “After all I’ve done to change, they still 
treat me like the old me.” But the Spirit teaches you to say: “Father, not my will but 
Yours be done.” This aligns Step 9 with the cross. Jesus pursued reconciliation with 
humanity knowing many would reject Him. He obeyed anyway. You obey anyway. You 
release outcomes to God because He sees the long-term picture you cannot. 

There is also a powerful freedom that comes from accepting limited restoration. When 
you no longer chase people’s approval, you can finally focus on becoming the man God 



is forming you into. Your peace no longer depends on how others feel about you; it rests 
on the unchanging truth that you are forgiven, redeemed, and adopted by the Father 
(Ephesians 1:5–7). This inner freedom is part of regeneration. Over time, some 
relationships will surprise you—they may soften, open, and reconnect slowly. Others 
may remain the same. But by then, your heart will be strong enough to walk forward 
without resentment or despair because your identity is grounded in Christ, not in human 
approval. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 67 

1.​ Why is it difficult for me to accept that some relationships may never be fully 
restored?​
 

2.​ How have I confused forgiveness with trust in the past, and how does Scripture 
separate them?​
 

3.​ Which relationships might require ongoing distance for reasons of wisdom, 
safety, or emotional health?​
 

4.​ What emotions rise up in me when someone keeps boundaries with me, and 
what does that reveal about my heart?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to obey God in Step 9 even when the outcome doesn’t match my 
hopes? 

 

DAY 68 — Amends and the Law: Courts, Fines, and Probation Officers 

Telling the truth, honoring agreements, and glorifying Christ in legal matters. 

For many men in recovery, legal issues are one of the biggest sources of anxiety, dread, 
and denial. Court dates, warrants, unpaid fines, probation violations, missed hearings, 
broken agreements, and unresolved charges can follow a man for years. Addiction 
trains us to hide from consequences, run from responsibility, and hope problems “go 
away.” But in Step 9, God teaches us something radically different: freedom comes 
through facing the truth, not avoiding it. Proverbs 28:13 says, “Whoever conceals his 
sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy.” 



Step 9 includes legal amends because the law is one of the places where our actions 
caused real harm—to society, to victims, to the courts, and to our own future. 

When a man begins to walk with Christ, his relationship with authority must be 
transformed. Romans 13:1–7 teaches that governing authorities are appointed by God 
for order and justice. That means probation officers, judges, and courts are not our 
enemies—they are part of God's structure for discipline, accountability, and protection. 
In addiction, authority felt oppressive because we were constantly breaking rules. In 
recovery, authority becomes part of our healing. When you make amends in legal 
matters, you show the world, your family, and your Lord that you are becoming a man of 
integrity, honesty, and responsibility. 

Legal amends begin with truth-telling. This may involve admitting where you violated 
probation, missed payments, or ignored court orders. It may require owning unpaid 
fines, restitution you owe, or unresolved cases you have avoided. Some men have 
warrants they’ve run from for years. Step 9 means you stop running. You bring 
everything into the light. Jesus said, “The truth will set you free” (John 8:32). Freedom 
rarely comes through avoiding consequences; it comes from submitting to the process 
God is using to shape you into a man of character. 

Next comes honoring agreements. If you owe fines, you own them. If you owe 
restitution, you commit to pay it. If you have probation terms, you follow them—not 
grudgingly, not halfway, but faithfully. Colossians 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work at it 
with all your heart, as working for the Lord.” This applies to phone calls with your 
probation officer, attending required classes, staying updated on court paperwork, and 
keeping detailed records. Every step of compliance becomes an act of worship. Instead 
of doing the bare minimum to avoid punishment—which is the old you—Step 9 teaches 
you to honor commitments as a man who represents Christ. 

Legal amends also require wisdom and counsel. Some cases need a lawyer; some 
need a program letter; some need timing advice from staff; some require surrendering 
yourself when the Lord leads. You do not navigate the legal world alone. Proverbs 11:14 
says, “In the multitude of counselors, there is safety.” The enemy will try to overwhelm 
you with catastrophic “what ifs”—“What if I go to jail? What if they don’t believe me? 
What if I lose my chance?” But fear is a liar. Christ leads His sons with peace, not panic. 
Many judges and officers strongly support long-term Christian programs because they 
see real change. Your job is to walk in integrity; God’s job is to handle the outcome. 

One of the most powerful parts of legal amends is the witness it creates. When a judge 
sees a man who is truthful, sober, humble, and consistent, the court often responds with 
mercy. When a probation officer sees a man who calls before he is contacted, provides 
updates without excuses, and honors every requirement, they gain trust. Mercy flows 



where repentance is visible. Even if consequences remain, you face them with 
dignity—not shame. David prayed, “Restore to me the joy of Your salvation” (Psalm 
51:12). Part of that restoration is becoming a man who no longer fears authority, 
because his conscience is clear before God. 

There will be times when legal amends feel heavy. But remember: consequences are 
not curses—they are classrooms. God is teaching you discipline, humility, responsibility, 
and truthfulness. Completing legal amends prepares you to become a man who can 
hold a job, support a family, build credit, travel legally, and live with honor. In Christ, 
even your criminal record becomes a testimony. What once brought shame now reveals 
the power of God to change a man from the inside out. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 68 

1.​ What legal issues have I avoided, minimized, or run from that God is now calling 
me to face?​
 

2.​ How does Scripture change the way I see judges, probation officers, and 
authority?​
 

3.​ What fears come up when I think about making legal amends, and how can I 
surrender them to Christ?​
 

4.​ What specific steps of truth-telling and honoring agreements do I need to take in 
the next week?​
 

5.​ How might my obedience in legal matters become a witness of Christ’s 
transformation in my life? 

 

DAY 69 — Education Night: How Honest Amends Reduce Relapse Risk 

The link between unresolved guilt, shame, and going back to using. 

One of the most overlooked relapse triggers in recovery is unresolved guilt. Many men 
believe relapse is mainly about cravings, stress, boredom, or old friends. But 
neuroscience and Scripture both teach that guilt, shame, and hidden sin create the 
perfect environmental conditions for relapse. Psalm 32:3–4 describes it powerfully: 
“When I kept silent, my bones wasted away… my strength was sapped as in the heat of 



summer.” In other words, when a man hides his wrongs—when he refuses to deal with 
the damage he caused—something inside him rots. Step 9 is not just about 
reconciliation with others; it is a spiritual, emotional, and neurological safeguard against 
returning to addiction. 

Addiction thrives in secrecy. The brain becomes conditioned over years of drug use to 
seek escape whenever emotional pain surfaces. Guilt produces emotional pain. Shame 
whispers, “You’re still that same broken man.” Condemnation says, “They’ll never 
forgive you, so what’s the point?” These emotional loads activate the exact neural 
pathways that used to trigger acting out, drinking, or using. This is why Step 9 is a 
weapon against relapse: honest amends release the emotional pressure that fuels 
addictive thinking. Jesus said, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” 
(John 8:32). Freedom is not simply sobriety but emotional lightness—the lifting of 
internal weights so heavy they would have crushed you years earlier. 

When a man makes honest amends, something shifts in his heart. He stops running. He 
stops rehearsing old failures in his mind. He stops fearing secrets being exposed. He 
stops carrying the burden of pretending. Proverbs 28:1 says, “The wicked flee when no 
one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion.” Addiction made you a fleeing man. 
Step 9 makes you bold because you have nothing left to hide. The emotional energy 
you once spent on shame, fear, and regret becomes available for healthy living, spiritual 
growth, work, brotherhood, and worship. Your brain literally gets rewired—your stress 
chemicals decrease, your frontal lobe gains strength, and your impulse control 
improves. Truth is a neurological detox. 

Research on trauma and addiction shows that suppressed guilt increases cortisol, the 
body’s stress hormone. Elevated cortisol disrupts sleep, increases anxiety, shortens 
patience, and weakens decision-making. All of these are relapse triggers. But 
something remarkable happens when you confess your wrongs and make amends: 
cortisol drops, your nervous system stabilizes, and the brain begins to shift out of 
survival mode. Scripture affirms this: “Confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed” (James 5:16). Healing is not metaphorical—it is 
biological, emotional, and spiritual. 

Another reason honest amends reduce relapse risk is that Step 9 restores relational 
accountability. When you take responsibility for your part in past harm, it becomes 
harder to justify future dishonesty or relapse. You begin to value people differently. You 
begin to honor relationships instead of using them. This strengthens recovery because 
addiction isolates, but amends reconnect. And healthy connection is one of the most 
protective factors against relapse. God created you for community; amends restore your 
ability to function inside it. 



Finally, making honest amends aligns you with the Holy Spirit. The Spirit cannot 
empower a man who is still covering sin. But He fills the man who walks in truth, 
humility, and integrity. Psalm 51:6 says, “You desire truth in the inward being.” When 
truth lives inside you, the Spirit strengthens you from the inside out. When a man is in 
alignment with God, his chances of relapse drop dramatically—not because he is 
strong, but because he is surrendered. The Spirit guards his mind, steadies his 
emotions, strengthens his will, and guides his choices. 

This is why Step 9 is not optional. It is part of long-term survival. It is emotional hygiene. 
It is spiritual armor. It is relapse prevention at its deepest level. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 69 

1.​ What guilt or shame from my past still weighs heavily on my heart?​
 

2.​ How has hidden sin or unresolved harm fueled relapse in my life before?​
 

3.​ What amends—when completed—would bring the most emotional relief and 
clarity?​
 

4.​ How do I react physically and emotionally when I avoid responsibility?​
 

5.​ Am I willing to embrace honest amends as part of relapse prevention, not just 
relationship repair?​
 

 

DAY 70 — Prayer Night: Laying Each Amends Conversation Before the Lord 

Asking for open doors, right timing, and Spirit-led words. 

Step 9 is impossible without prayer. The deeper you go into amends, the more you 
realize you cannot restore relationships by willpower, strategy, charm, or emotional 
strength. Some amends involve people who fear you, avoid you, resent you, or doubt 
you. Some involve people you betrayed, abandoned, hurt, or lied to for years. Some 
involve people who suffered financially, emotionally, or spiritually because of your 
addiction. If you try to walk into these conversations on your own strength, you will 
either become defensive, emotional, manipulative, or overwhelmed. This is why Jesus 
said, “Apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Prayer is not preparation for Step 



9—it is Step 9. Every amends conversation begins on your knees before it ever begins 
with your mouth. 

Prayer aligns your heart with God’s heart. Step 9 is not about clearing your conscience 
or fixing your reputation; it is about obeying Christ, restoring truth, and reflecting His 
character. In prayer, the Holy Spirit searches your motives and reveals hidden pride, 
lingering self-pity, or subtle manipulations you may not see. Psalm 139:23–24 becomes 
your prayer: “Search me, O God… and see if there is any wicked way in me.” Before 
speaking to anyone, God deals with you, purifies your attitude, and steadies your 
emotions. You learn to approach each amends not as a project but as an act of 
worship—an offering placed before the Lord. 

Prayer also asks God for the right timing. Not every amends should happen 
immediately. Some must wait until the other person is emotionally ready. Some require 
legal clarity, staff approval, or safety considerations. Some relationships need time to 
cool before you approach them. Proverbs 25:11 says, “A word fitly spoken is like apples 
of gold in settings of silver.” A fitly spoken amends requires a fitly chosen time. When 
you bring each name before God, the Spirit shows you who to approach first, who to 
wait on, and who you may never speak to again but must forgive in prayer. God’s timing 
prevents harm. It protects the other person. It protects you. It honors the process. 

Prayer also prepares the doorway of the conversation. You cannot make someone pick 
up the phone, respond to a message, trust you again, or meet with you face-to-face. But 
God can open doors no man can shut (Revelation 3:7). He can soften a heart, create an 
unexpected encounter, or provide the perfect opportunity under the perfect conditions. 
Many men have experienced God arranging amends moments in ways impossible to 
plan—running into a loved one unexpectedly, receiving a call after years of silence, or 
having a family member reach out because God had already been working behind the 
scenes. Step 9 requires divine orchestration, not human pressure. Prayer invites God to 
do what only God can do. 

Prayer also stabilizes your emotional state. Step 9 conversations can bring anxiety, 
shame, regret, and fear. In prayer, your fears are laid down and replaced with 
confidence in Christ. Philippians 4:6–7 promises that when you bring everything to God 
in prayer, His peace will guard your heart and mind. This peace is essential because 
Step 9 often tests your stability. The other person may cry, may be angry, may be cold, 
or may express pain you caused. Without prayer, your emotions would take over. With 
prayer, the Spirit keeps you grounded, humble, calm, and focused on truth—not 
self-protection. 

Finally, prayer entrusts the outcome to God. Step 9 is not about controlling responses. 
Some relationships will heal quickly, some slowly, and some not at all. Some people will 



forgive you; others won’t. Some will welcome a new beginning; others will guard their 
distance. You cannot force reconciliation. But you can obey Christ. Prayer frees you 
from carrying the outcome. You say, “Lord, I place each person, each conversation, 
each result into Your hands.” That is spiritual maturity. That is surrender. That is 
regeneration. 

Reflection Questions — Day 70 

1.​ When you picture the people you need to make amends with, what emotions rise 
up first (fear, shame, anxiety, regret), and how can you bring those emotions to 
God in prayer before acting?​
 

2.​ Where do you sense the Holy Spirit correcting your motives for making amends 
— are you seeking true reconciliation, or are you hoping to ease your own 
feelings?​
 

3.​ Which amends conversations do you feel may require waiting for God’s timing, 
and how can you submit that waiting process to Him without forcing the moment?​
 

4.​ What doors do you need God to open that you cannot open yourself — 
conversations, responses, softened hearts, or unexpected opportunities?​
 

5.​ How will you commit to praying daily over each name and each conversation so 
that Step 9 is led by the Spirit and not controlled by your emotions or 
expectations? 

 

 

DAY 71 — Maintaining Relationships: Doing Good to the Household of Faith 

Galatians 6:10—learning to invest in brothers, not just take from them. 

In addiction, relationships were often one-directional: you took, used, drained, 
manipulated, avoided, or abandoned. In Christ, you are learning a new relational 
lifestyle—a life of giving, serving, protecting, and strengthening the people God places 
around you. Galatians 6:10 says, “As we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 
especially to those who are of the household of faith.” This means the men in this 
program are not just roommates—you are brothers in the same spiritual rehab unit, 
each of you learning how to love again. Step 9 taught you how to repair old harm; Step 



10 will teach you how to maintain healthy relationships daily. That begins with doing 
good, consistently—not emotionally, not occasionally, but intentionally. You mow 
someone’s section because they’re struggling. You listen when someone is 
discouraged. You pray with someone who wants to quit. You become a giver instead of 
a taker. Every day is an opportunity to practice relational sobriety. 

Doing good is not the same as trying to please people. You are not earning approval or 
trying to avoid conflict. Doing good is simply the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23). 
You serve because Christ serves you. You encourage because Christ encourages you. 
You forgive because Christ forgives you. The more you invest in the household of faith, 
the more stable your recovery becomes. Addiction isolated you; community heals you. 
Iron sharpens iron (Proverbs 27:17). Brotherhood becomes one of the greatest 
relapse-prevention tools God gives you. When you are connected, honest, accountable, 
and invested, you flourish. When you isolate, withdraw, or detach, you drift back into the 
shadows where addiction once ruled. Doing good builds spiritual muscle. 

Maintaining relationships also requires humility. This means picking up after yourself, 
not leaving chores undone, showing up to classes on time, not stirring gossip, 
apologizing when you mess up, and being teachable with staff. These small daily 
behaviors accumulate into a lifestyle of love. Jesus taught that the world would know 
His disciples by their love for one another (John 13:35). In the ranch environment, this is 
where love is proven—in the schedule, in the routine, in the small things that most men 
ignored for years. Christ teaches you that spiritual maturity is measured not by how loud 
you pray but by how well you love. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 71 

1.​ How did addiction shape the way I treated relationships?​
 

2.​ What does “doing good to the household of faith” look like in practical daily 
ways?​
 

3.​ Where do I still tend to take rather than give?​
 

4.​ How does brotherhood strengthen my recovery?​
 

 



 

DAY 72 — Building Trust Slowly Through Consistency, Not Words 

Why time, patterns, and faithfulness matter more than speeches. 

One of the deepest wounds addiction creates is the destruction of trust. You broke 
promises you meant to keep, swore you’d never use again, lied when you were scared, 
blamed others when you were cornered, and vowed change in moments of crisis. Over 
time, your words lost weight. People heard your apologies, your hopes, your plans, and 
your declarations so many times that eventually they stopped believing—not because 
they were cruel, but because they were exhausted. Trust is the emotional bank account 
of a relationship. Addiction emptied it. In recovery, God teaches you that trust is never 
rebuilt through emotion, speeches, intensity, or explanations. Trust grows through 
consistent, predictable, humble actions repeated over time. Scripture says, “A 
faithful man will abound with blessings” (Proverbs 28:20). The key word is faithful—not 
dramatic, not loud, not impressive, but faithful. 

Consistency is the new language you speak as a man in regeneration. When you show 
up on time for chores, when you complete your work detail with excellence, when you 
obey staff without arguing, when you honor the schedule, when you keep your bunk 
neat, when you finish what you start, when you take correction without 
defensiveness—these behaviors preach louder than any words you could ever say. 
Trust is built like a brick wall: one small brick at a time, day after day, with no shortcuts. 
Your family cannot be convinced by a phone call. Your brothers in the dorm cannot be 
convinced by emotion. Staff cannot be convinced by promises. They will trust you when 
the pattern of your life changes. And the pattern changes only when the Holy Spirit is 
forming new habits in you. 

In addiction, you were ruled by emotion and urgency. You acted impulsively, responded 
out of fear or shame, made decisions based on feelings, and expected people to trust 
you instantly when you felt sincere. But sincerity is not stability. A man can cry sincere 
tears and still repeat the same destructive behavior a week later. Consistency, however, 
is slow, unexciting, and powerful. It shows that Christ is forming character in you. Jesus 
said, “Let your ‘Yes’ be yes, and your ‘No,’ no” (Matthew 5:37). Consistency proves your 
“yes” and “no” are finally becoming stable again. 

Consistency also builds internal confidence. When you follow through daily, something 
shifts inside you. You start to believe the Spirit is actually changing you—not just 
emotionally in a service, but practically in your behavior. You begin to see yourself as 
dependable, capable, and disciplined. You gain spiritual momentum. Your conscience 



quiets. Your anxiety decreases. Your sense of identity stabilizes. The man who is 
consistent learns to trust himself again—something addiction stole years ago. 

But consistency requires humility. You will want people to acknowledge the new you 
quickly. You may feel frustrated when family stays guarded. You may feel 
misunderstood when brothers don’t instantly trust your motives. But remember: you 
spent years teaching them not to trust you. Now you will spend months—sometimes 
years—teaching them that Christ is truly transforming your life. This is not punishment; it 
is the natural process of relational healing. Humility accepts slow rebuilding. Pride 
demands instant results. Regeneration requires patience. 

God honors men who walk steadily. Psalm 37:3 says, “Trust in the Lord and do good; 
dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness.” Cultivate means you tend it daily like a 
garden. You water it, protect it, weed it, and return to it again tomorrow. Trust is 
cultivated the same way—through daily obedience, daily honesty, daily responsibility, 
and daily surrender. When trust finally returns, it will not be because of what you said, 
but because of how you lived. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 72 

1.​ How did inconsistency in my past destroy trust with the people I loved?​
 

2.​ Which daily behaviors right now are teaching others that Christ is truly changing 
me?​
 

3.​ Where do I still rely on words instead of consistent action?​
 

4.​ Why is slow rebuilding better and healthier than instant acceptance?​
 

5.​ What is one specific area of consistency I will choose to practic 

 

 

DAY 73 — Developing a New Value System in Relationships 

Loving people, using things—instead of loving things and using people. 



One of the most transformative parts of regeneration is the reordering of your value 
system. Addiction didn’t just damage your behavior; it damaged what you valued. You 
placed comfort above character, pleasure above responsibility, temporary escape above 
long-term purpose, and substances above people. You learned to love things—drugs, 
money, sex, attention, thrills—and you used people to get those things. This wasn’t 
because you were evil; it was because addiction hijacked your brain, warped your 
instinct, and rewired your priorities. But when Christ enters a man’s life, He begins the 
slow and powerful work of overturning the old value system and replacing it with the 
values of the Kingdom of God. Romans 12:2 says you are being “transformed by the 
renewing of your mind,” and nowhere is that clearer than in your relationships. 

A new value system means you begin to see people not through the lens of “What can 
they do for me?” but “How can I honor them as Christ has honored me?” Jesus teaches 
that the greatest commandments are to love God and love your neighbor (Matthew 
22:37–39). In addiction, you could not live this way; your priorities were warped. But in 
recovery, the Holy Spirit begins to untwist what addiction twisted. You start to recognize 
that every person you interact with has eternal value. Staff are not obstacles or authority 
figures to resist—they are spiritual guardians God placed in your path. Brothers in the 
dorm are not roommates or competition—they are fellow soldiers in battle with you. Your 
family is not a source of guilt or frustration—they are gifts you nearly lost but can now 
learn to cherish. This shift is the beginning of a new relational life. 

Loving people, using things—rather than loving things and using people—requires 
intentional surrender. It asks you to reevaluate how you treat others in the house. Do 
you honor them? Do you listen? Do you serve without expecting repayment? It 
challenges you to choose unity over ego, humility over pride, forgiveness over 
resentment, and patience over irritation. A man who values people will avoid gossip, 
sarcasm, and slander because he recognizes the weight of another man’s heart. He will 
watch his tongue because words wound or heal. He will think before acting because his 
actions influence the emotional and spiritual climate of the entire house. 

This new value system also changes what you pursue. Instead of chasing emotional 
comfort, you begin to pursue spiritual maturity. Instead of seeking to be understood, you 
seek to understand. Instead of demanding your way, you submit to God’s way. 
Philippians 2:3–4 teaches us, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves.” This verse becomes a training 
manual for your new daily life. It teaches you to consider how your choices affect others. 
It teaches you to live in a way that makes relationships healthier rather than heavier. It 
teaches you that spiritual maturity is measured not by how much you know, but by how 
much you love. 



A new value system also leads to new boundaries. Loving people does not mean you 
allow chaos, manipulation, or unhealthy attachments. It means you protect your heart 
and theirs. In addiction, you blurred boundaries—taking responsibility for others’ 
problems or expecting others to take responsibility for yours. Now, with a renewed value 
system, you learn to relate in truth and balance. You no longer rescue people 
emotionally. You no longer drain people with your neediness. You no longer depend on 
others to regulate your emotions. You honor yourself and others by valuing emotional 
honesty, personal responsibility, and spiritual independence. 

When your value system changes, your future changes. Relationships become 
healthier. Peace becomes normal. Brotherhood becomes genuine. Trust can finally 
grow. You begin to live as a man who reflects Christ—not perfectly, but faithfully. Values 
create direction; direction shapes destiny. And when your values reflect the heart of 
God, your relationships become the soil where the fruit of the Spirit grows. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 73 

1.​ How did my old value system lead me to love things and use people?​
 

2.​ What specific behaviors show that God is giving me a new value system?​
 

3.​ Who in my life has eternal value that I have not treated with honor?​
 

4.​ How does Philippians 2:3–4 challenge my approach to relationships today?​
 

5.​ What is one relational value I need to practice intentionally this week?​
 

 

DAY 74 — Serving Others as a Daily Amends for My Old Selfishness 

Galatians 5:13–14 — work detail, chores, and helping brothers as worship. 

One of the clearest signs of spiritual growth in a man is when he begins to serve rather 
than expect to be served. Addiction turned you inward—your needs, your cravings, your 
wants, your pain. When you were using, everyone around you became either a 
resource, an obstacle, or an afterthought. You didn’t serve; you survived. But 
regeneration flips this entire pattern upside down. Galatians 5:13 says, “Through love 
serve one another,” and this command becomes a blueprint for rebuilding character 



from the ground up. Service is not punishment. It’s not “payback.” It’s not something you 
do to look good. It is a daily amends—a lived expression of repentance for years of 
taking, draining, and harming. When you serve with the right heart, you are allowing 
Christ to carve new instincts into your soul. 

Serving others begins with the simple things: sweeping the dorm, cleaning the 
bathrooms, organizing tools, helping a brother find his footing, carrying someone’s load 
in the field, giving up your seat without being asked, noticing when someone is 
discouraged and sitting beside him. These actions seem small, but in the kingdom of 
God they carry eternal weight. Jesus Himself washed the feet of His disciples (John 
13:14–15), not because they deserved it, and not because He needed approval, but 
because love expresses itself in humble service. When you scrub a floor, mop a 
hallway, or rake a field, you are participating in the same spirit that moved Jesus to 
kneel before His followers. These moments are not chores—they are worship. 

Daily service also confronts your old selfishness head-on. It exposes laziness, 
entitlement, pride, and the habit of doing the bare minimum. Addiction conditioned you 
to avoid responsibility, cut corners, or work only when it benefitted you. Now Christ 
trains you to work when no one is watching, when no one thanks you, and when no 
applause follows. This is where character forms. Proverbs 12:24 says, “The hand of the 
diligent will rule,” reminding you that diligence isn’t about talent—it’s about faithfulness. 
Work detail strengthens discipline. Chores strengthen humility. Helping others 
strengthens compassion. Every act of service chisels a new identity into your heart. 

Service also becomes a stabilizer in your emotional and spiritual life. When you serve, 
you get out of your own head and into God’s will. Self-pity melts. Anxiety quiets. 
Resentments lose their grip. Depression lifts when you stop focusing on yourself and 
begin to bless others. You cannot serve and stay trapped in your old mental loops at the 
same time. Serving redirected your focus; it teaches you to live outwardly instead of 
inwardly. Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35), and men 
who truly serve discover this to be true—not as knowledge, but as experience. 

Serving brothers also builds unity inside the house. When you help someone without 
expecting anything in return, walls come down. Trust grows. Brotherhood strengthens. 
You stop seeing other men as competition and start seeing them as teammates. This is 
crucial for recovery because isolation is one of the strongest relapse triggers. Service 
pulls you into connection. It makes you part of something larger than yourself. You 
discover joy in meeting needs you once ignored. Your presence becomes a blessing 
instead of a burden. 

Finally, service roots you in the identity God is forming in you. You are no longer the 
man who took advantage of others. You are no longer the man who avoided 



responsibility. You are no longer the man who only gave when it benefitted you. You are 
becoming a servant—a reflection of Jesus, who said He came “not to be served, but to 
serve” (Mark 10:45). When service becomes natural, you know regeneration is taking 
deep root in your soul. 

Serving is not a task. It is a transformation. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 74 

1.​ How did selfishness show up in my relationships and behavior during addiction?​
 

2.​ What does Galatians 5:13–14 teach me about the spiritual purpose of serving 
others?​
 

3.​ What part of service—work detail, chores, helping brothers—challenges my pride 
the most?​
 

4.​ How does serving change my attitude, emotions, or thought patterns?​
 

5.​ What is one specific act of service I can offer today as a living amends for my old 
life?​
 

 

DAY 75 — Letting Christ Rule My Tongue in My Relationships 

No more sarcasm, gossip, cutting humor—speech that builds up. 

One of the quietest but most powerful signs of regeneration is when a man begins to 
surrender his tongue to the rule of Christ. Addiction distorted your speech—lying to 
cover guilt, exaggerating to get what you wanted, manipulating to avoid consequences, 
cussing to express anger, joking harshly to mask insecurity, and tearing others down to 
feel stronger. Over time, these patterns didn’t just hurt people; they shaped your identity. 
Scripture teaches that “death and life are in the power of the tongue” (Proverbs 18:21). 
In other words, your words have consequences—spiritual, emotional, relational. They 
can destroy trust, damage unity, spread resentment, fuel conflict, and reopen wounds. 
But when Christ rules your tongue, your words become instruments of healing instead 
of harm, clarity instead of confusion, humility instead of ego, and encouragement 
instead of criticism. 



At the ranch, the environment forces this transformation to the surface. Close living 
quarters mean that careless words have immediate impact. A sarcastic comment can 
start strife. A joke taken too far can wound a brother who is already fragile. Gossip can 
fracture unity in the dorm. Complaining can poison the atmosphere. Impulsive speech 
can escalate conflict in seconds. This is why God trains you to slow down your mouth 
and speed up your spirit. James 1:19 gives the blueprint: “Be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger.” Listening becomes a discipline. Silence becomes wisdom. 
Thoughtfulness becomes strength. A man who controls his tongue is a man who is truly 
learning self-control—a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23). 

Letting Christ rule your tongue means more than stopping bad speech; it means 
intentionally cultivating godly speech. Ephesians 4:29 commands, “Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth, but only what is useful for building up.” This 
means your words should add strength, not drain it. They should calm storms, not 
create them. They should make the house lighter, not heavier. When Christ rules your 
tongue, you speak respectfully to staff, gently to brothers, honestly during correction, 
humbly when owning wrongs, and peacefully during disagreements. Your mouth 
becomes a ministry tool, not a weapon. 

But this transformation requires vigilance. Old habits will try to surface: the quick 
comeback, the subtle jab, the cutting humor, the exaggerated story to impress, the 
defensive tone when corrected. When these moments come, the Holy Spirit will nudge 
you—pause. Think. Pray. Ask yourself, “Does this reflect Christ?” Many men fail not 
because of big sins but because they never address the small daily sins of the tongue. 
But Jesus said, “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). 
So when you surrender your words, you are actually surrendering your heart. 

Letting Christ rule your tongue will also heal relationships. Brothers feel safer around 
you. Staff trust your honesty. Family hears a new tone in your voice—soft, stable, 
respectful. People begin to believe change is real not because of your testimony but 
because of how you talk on an ordinary Tuesday morning. Your speech becomes a 
preview of your new life. And when you fail—and you will—you repair quickly: “I’m sorry. 
That was wrong. Please forgive me.” Quick confession keeps your heart clean and the 
atmosphere healthy. 

The ultimate goal is this: your mouth becomes a reflection of Christ’s character. You 
speak truth with love, correction with gentleness, boundaries with clarity, gratitude with 
sincerity, praise with humility, and encouragement with compassion. When Christ rules 
your tongue, He is ruling your whole life. 

 



Reflection Questions — Day 75 

1.​ How has my speech—sarcasm, gossip, lying, harshness—hurt people in the 
past?​
 

2.​ Which situations in the house trigger me to speak impulsively or defensively?​
 

3.​ What does Ephesians 4:29 teach me about the responsibility of my words?​
 

4.​ How can I practice James 1:19 today in real conversations?​
 

5.​ What is one speech habit I need to surrender to Christ right now? 

 

 

DAY 76 — Learning to Listen Deeply Instead of Defending Myself 

James 1:19—quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger in conflicts. 

One of the greatest relational shifts in regeneration is learning to listen rather than 
defend. In addiction, defensiveness was your automatic reaction. When someone 
confronted you, you explained. When someone questioned you, you argued. When 
someone challenged you, you minimized. When someone corrected you, you shut down 
or fought back. This wasn’t because you were evil—it was because you lived in survival 
mode. Defensiveness became your shield. It protected your ego when you felt small, 
covered your shame when you felt exposed, and kept people at arm’s length when 
closeness felt threatening. But defensiveness is poison in relationships. It blocks 
growth, damages trust, fuels conflict, and keeps you blind to the very areas God wants 
to heal. This is why James 1:19 is crucial in recovery: “Let every person be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.” 

Listening deeply begins with quieting your inner courtroom. When someone speaks 
to you—staff, a brother, or later your family—your mind often rushes to defend, justify, 
compare, or argue. But regeneration teaches you to suspend that internal trial and 
simply receive what is being said. You aren’t listening to agree or disagree—you’re 
listening to understand. You’re listening for truth, correction, wisdom, and insight. You’re 
listening because Christ listens to you. When you slow down your mouth and open your 
ears, your heart becomes teachable. And a teachable heart is fertile soil for 
transformation. 



Deep listening also trains emotional regulation. Many men in recovery have been 
conditioned to react quickly—especially when confronted. Anger, denial, shame, fear, 
and pride all rise up quickly. Listening slows your emotional reflexes. It teaches 
patience. It forces you to inhabit the moment instead of escaping it. When you listen, the 
Holy Spirit has time to speak before your flesh reacts. You gain clarity: “Is this correction 
true? Is God using this person to grow me? What do I need to own?” Listening exposes 
your blind spots and reveals your weak areas. Proverbs 12:1 puts it bluntly: “Whoever 
loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid.” God is forming 
you into a man who no longer resists discipline but embraces it. 

Listening deeply also strengthens relationships. When you truly listen to a brother, you 
honor him. You communicate that his thoughts matter, his feelings matter, his 
experiences matter. This builds trust. It creates safety. It lowers defenses. It fosters 
unity. Many conflicts in the house aren’t about the issue—they’re about people feeling 
unheard. When you listen well, relationships heal faster, misunderstandings shrink, and 
respect grows. Listening is one of the greatest gifts you can give someone, especially in 
a community of men who spent years being ignored, misunderstood, or dismissed. 

Listening also exposes your idols. Sometimes you defend yourself because your identity 
is still fragile. You need to “look good,” “be right,” or “stay in control.” But regeneration 
dismantles these idols. When you listen instead of defend, you admit: “I don’t have to be 
right. I don’t have to protect my ego. I don’t have to win. I just have to follow Christ.” 
This humility is where spiritual maturity begins. Jesus was the most secure and 
confident man who ever lived, and He listened deeply—not to defend Himself, but to 
understand, to love, and to lead. 

Finally, deep listening turns correction into growth. When staff gives feedback, when a 
brother confronts you, when the Word of God convicts you, or when the Holy Spirit 
whispers truth into your conscience—listening allows the correction to penetrate your 
heart. You become a man who doesn’t run from truth but runs toward it. You begin to 
welcome feedback instead of fear it. You start seeing correction as protection, not 
attack. This is maturity. This is freedom. This is regeneration. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 76 

1.​ What emotions rise in me when someone corrects me—fear, shame, anger, 
pride?​
 

2.​ How has defensiveness damaged relationships or blocked growth in my past?​
 



3.​ What does James 1:19 teach me about my posture in conflict or correction?​
 

4.​ Who in the house do I need to practice listening to more intentionally?​
 

5.​ What is one defensive habit I need to surrender to Christ today? 

 

 

DAY 77 — Repairing Fellowship When I Blow It in the House 

How to apologize quickly, own my part, and restore unity. 

One of the greatest proofs that regeneration is taking root in your life is not that you 
never fail—it is that when you do fail, you repair quickly. Living in a recovery community 
means you will bump into each other’s edges. You will misunderstand someone, speak 
too harshly, get irritated, forget a responsibility, disrespect a boundary, or let pride slip 
out in your tone. None of this is unusual; recovery is messy because people are messy. 
But what separates a spiritually maturing man from the old addictive self is the ability to 
recognize harm quickly, own it fully, and repair it humbly. Jesus taught, “If you remember 
that your brother has something against you, go; first be reconciled to your brother” 
(Matthew 5:23–24). This means unity is not optional—it is a command. And repairing 
fellowship is part of your daily discipleship. 

In addiction, you used denial, excuses, and defensiveness to avoid taking responsibility. 
You justified your behavior, blamed others, played the victim, or withdrew emotionally. 
You may have believed that saying, “Whatever,” “Forget it,” or giving someone the silent 
treatment fixed the issue. In reality, those habits fueled resentment, isolation, 
disconnection, and chaos. But regeneration teaches a new pattern: awareness → 
ownership → amends → restoration. Awareness means you acknowledge when 
you’ve contributed to tension. Ownership means you say, “I was wrong,” without 
excuses or explanations. Amends means you express genuine sorrow and offer to 
make it right. Restoration means unity returns and the spiritual atmosphere in the house 
stays clean. 

Quick repair keeps bitterness from taking root in you or others. Hebrews 12:15 warns 
that bitterness “defiles many.” In a recovery environment, bitterness spreads fast—it 
raises attitudes, creates sides, fuels gossip, and opens doors to relapse thinking. When 
you approach a brother quickly after conflict and say, “Hey man, I didn’t handle that well. 
I’m sorry,” you shut the door to the enemy. You keep your heart clean, your conscience 



light, and your relationships healthy. You also display courage and maturity. Many men 
can work a hard day; few can walk across a room and admit wrong. But those who 
do—those who repair quickly—grow spiritually at a rate that others can’t. 

Repairing fellowship requires humility. Apologies with excuses—“I’m sorry, but…”—are 
not apologies at all. Blame-shifting—“Well, you also…”—is not ownership. 
Deflection—“Other people do this all the time…”—is not honesty. Minimizing—“It wasn’t 
that serious…”—denies the reality of your impact. A clean apology is simple: “I was 
wrong. I shouldn’t have said that. I value our unity. Will you forgive me?” Humility 
rebuilds trust. Pride destroys it. Romans 12:18 commands, “If it is possible, as far as 
depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” As far as depends on YOU—your tone, 
your words, your choices, your initiative. 

Repairing fellowship also protects your spiritual sensitivity. When you allow conflict to 
linger, your heart becomes dull. Worship feels distant. Scripture feels flat. Prayer 
becomes harder. But when you set things right, your spirit becomes tender again. Jesus 
tied reconciliation directly to worship—He said don’t even bring your offering until you 
make things right. That means your connection with God is tied to your connection with 
people. A clean heart before others creates a clean heart before God. 

Repairing fellowship models Christ to the entire house. Imagine a community where 
men apologize quickly, forgive freely, communicate honestly, and refuse to hold 
grudges. Imagine the strength, unity, peace, and spiritual momentum that environment 
would produce. This is what God wants for you. This is how revival begins in a recovery 
program—not with loud worship but with humble hearts. 

And when you blow it—and you will—remember that failure is not the enemy. Pride is. 
Unity is restored through humility. Growth happens through repair. And the man who 
learns to repair quickly becomes the kind of man who keeps relationships for life. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 77 

1.​ What unhealthy patterns did I use in the past to avoid taking responsibility when I 
hurt someone?​
 

2.​ Which situations in the house tempt me to justify or defend myself instead of 
repairing quickly?​
 

3.​ What does Matthew 5:23–24 teach me about the urgency of reconciliation?​
 



4.​ How does quick repair protect unity, brotherhood, and my own spiritual 
sensitivity?​
 

5.​ Who do I need to repair fellowship with today—or the next time conflict occurs? 

 

 

DAY 78 — Education Night: Healthy Boundaries and Relational Sobriety 

Knowing when to say yes, when to say no, and how not to enable. 

One of the most important disciplines in a Christ-centered recovery community is 
learning healthy boundaries. Addicts struggle with boundaries in both directions—they 
either let everyone too close too fast, or they push everyone away. They either become 
rescuers who try to fix everyone else, or they become isolated loners who trust no one. 
They swing between people-pleasing and rebellion, over-involvement and avoidance, 
enabling and harshness. But relational sobriety requires learning the same skill 
emotional adults live by: the ability to love others well without losing yourself, and to 
protect your heart without shutting others out. Proverbs 4:23 commands, “Guard your 
heart with all diligence, for out of it flow the issues of life.” Boundaries are not 
walls—they are gates. They regulate what comes in and what goes out. 

Addiction destroys healthy boundaries. You may have grown up in a chaotic home 
where anger, abuse, inconsistency, or neglect forced you to either over-protect or 
over-expose yourself. Or maybe you became the “fixer,” trying to keep everyone happy 
so the house wouldn’t explode. These patterns followed you into adulthood: saying yes 
when you should say no, letting unhealthy people have too much influence, rescuing 
those who needed consequences, or expecting others to read your mind. Addiction 
itself is boundary-breaking—you ignored limits, violated trust, and allowed destructive 
people to shape your behavior. Now, regeneration requires learning the boundaries that 
create stability, peace, and relational health. 

One of the first boundaries you learn is the difference between responsibility and 
rescue. Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear one another’s burdens,” but Galatians 6:5 says, 
“Each one must carry his own load.” Burdens are crises—things too heavy to carry 
alone. Loads are daily responsibilities no one else should carry for you. Enabling 
happens when you carry a man’s load for him—covering his mistakes, excusing his 
behavior, doing his chores, managing his emotions, or protecting him from the 
consequences that could actually save his life. True love refuses to remove 



consequences God is using to shape character. Boundary work means letting people 
feel the weight of their choices while still being present with compassion. 

Another critical boundary is emotional honesty. Many men think boundaries mean 
shutting down or withdrawing. In truth, boundaries require communication. You must 
learn to say phrases like: “I’m not comfortable with that,” “I need space right now,” “That 
crossed a line,” “Here’s what I can do,” and “Here’s what I can’t do.” Boundaries clarify 
expectations so relationships can stay clean and stable. Lack of boundaries leads to 
resentment—one of the biggest relapse triggers. When you serve, help, or give without 
clear limits, you eventually burn out or explode. Jesus Himself modeled boundaries—He 
withdrew to pray, He refused to let people manipulate Him, He confronted unhealthy 
expectations, and He chose when to give and when to rest. Following Christ means 
learning to give like Him and to guard your heart like Him. 

Boundaries also protect you from old patterns: gossip, codependency, manipulation, 
unhealthy attachments, controlling behavior, jealousy, and emotional entanglement. 
Relational sobriety means refusing to recreate the same dysfunctional dynamics that 
fed your addiction—triangles, alliances, victim-mindsets, unhealthy closeness, or “best 
friend dependency.” In the house, that means respecting personal space, avoiding 
inappropriate emotional intimacy, and refusing to carry another brother’s recovery on 
your back. Encouragement is healthy; rescuing is toxic. Correction is loving; control is 
destructive. Learning the difference is spiritual maturity. 

Finally, boundaries create safety. When everyone knows the rules of 
relationship—respect, honesty, space, accountability, kindness—trust grows. The 
environment becomes peaceful. Conflicts become manageable. Brotherhood becomes 
real. Psalm 16:6 says, “The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places.” 
Boundaries don’t trap you—they bless you. They give you the freedom to love without 
fear and to live without chaos. As you grow in boundaries, you learn to walk in relational 
sobriety—loving others deeply, while staying anchored in Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 78 

1.​ Which boundary patterns from my past (people-pleasing, rescuing, avoiding, 
controlling) still show up in the house?​
 

2.​ How does Galatians 6:2–5 help me understand the difference between helping 
and enabling?​
 



3.​ What boundary do I need to communicate more clearly to a brother or situation 
right now?​
 

4.​ How have unclear boundaries led to resentment, conflict, or relapse thinking in 
my life?​
 

5.​ What would relational sobriety look like for me this week inside the house? 

 

 

DAY 79 — Seeing Step 12 on the Horizon: My Story as a Message of Hope 

Recognizing that God is preparing me to help other addicts and families. 

One of the most powerful moments in a man’s regeneration journey is when he realizes 
that God never intended for him to stay stuck in Step 1 forever—broken, defeated, 
ashamed, and overwhelmed. The ultimate goal is not simply sobriety, not just emotional 
stability, not even just character formation. The goal is multiplication. Step 12 says, 
“Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried to carry this 
message to other alcoholics and practice these principles in all our affairs.” In other 
words, God rescues you so He can rescue others through you. You are not just being 
cleaned up—you are being commissioned. Your story is being rewritten so it can 
become a lifeline for someone else drowning in the same waters that once pulled you 
under. 

At this stage in the program, you may not feel ready for Step 12, and that’s okay. Most 
men don’t. You may still feel ashamed of your past, fearful about your future, or 
uncertain about your place in the Kingdom. But God sees beyond your current 
condition. He sees who you are becoming. He sees the strength rising underneath the 
discipline, the humility forming under the correction, the compassion developing through 
the pain, and the wisdom growing through the process. What you see as a mess, God 
sees as a message. What you see as failure, God sees as training. What you see as 
random chapters, God sees as the testimony He is crafting for someone else’s 
breakthrough. 

Your story—your real story—has power. Not the polished version. Not the bragging 
version. Not the victim version. But the honest, redeemed, Christ-centered version. 
Revelation 12:11 says, “They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word 
of their testimony.” Two weapons: the finished work of Christ and your testimony. The 



enemy hates your testimony because it exposes his lies. When another addict hears 
what Christ has done in your life, their excuses crumble. Their hopelessness cracks. 
Their denial weakens. Your transformation becomes proof that change is 
possible—even for someone as broken as they feel. You become a living example of 
grace. 

Seeing Step 12 on the horizon means realizing you are preparing to become a message 
carrier. Every lesson, every correction, every devotional, every workday, every conflict 
you repair, every amends you make, every Scripture you memorize, every old pattern 
you surrender—God is shaping you into a man who can walk beside others. Your pain 
from the past becomes empathy for the hurting. Your mistakes become warnings that 
save others from destruction. Your healing becomes hope for the desperate. Second 
Corinthians 1:4 says God comforts you “so that you can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort you have received.” You cannot give what you don’t have. But once 
God gives it to you, you are responsible to pass it on. 

This also means learning to live EVERY day with Step 12 in mind. This is not something 
you wait to use “after the program.” You start now. You encourage brothers. You help 
new guys. You pray with someone who is struggling. You share honestly in groups 
instead of performing. You model integrity. You work hard. You take correction humbly. 
You show consistency. You live in such a way that others can follow your example. Your 
life becomes a training ground for ministry. You are becoming a man others can trust, a 
man they can lean on, a man they can watch to learn what sobriety, integrity, humility, 
and Christian maturity look like. 

Seeing Step 12 on the horizon should fill you with both sobriety and excitement. 
Sobriety because you realize that your life will impact others—and you must stay 
surrendered to Christ. Excitement because God is inviting you into a purpose greater 
than your past, greater than your failures, greater than anything addiction stole. A man 
who once felt useless becomes an instrument of hope. A man who once felt cursed 
becomes a carrier of blessing. A man who once felt alone becomes a brother to many. 
Step 12 is not the end of recovery—it is the beginning of ministry. And God is preparing 
you right now. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 79 

1.​ What areas of my story still feel too shameful to be used by God—and what does 
Scripture say about that?​
 



2.​ How has God already used parts of my journey to encourage or help another 
brother?​
 

3.​ What does Revelation 12:11 teach me about the power of my testimony?​
 

4.​ What kind of example am I currently setting in the house—one that leads others 
toward Christ or away from Him?​
 

5.​ What part of Step 12 do I feel God calling me to prepare for right now? 

 

 

DAY 80 — Checkpoint: Where Have My Relationships Changed the Most? 

Guided journaling and sharing on family, brothers, staff, and God. 

Day 80 is a milestone. You have now lived long enough in this Christ-centered 
community for real relational patterns—old and new—to show themselves. You’ve had 
time to observe your reactions in conflict, your ability to work with others, your level of 
humility, your willingness to receive correction, how you handle stress, and whether you 
truly invest in relationships or only take from them. You’ve also had time to see whether 
you push people away, cling too tightly, or begin developing healthy, balanced 
brotherhood. Most importantly, you’ve begun to see how your relationship with God 
affects every relationship around you. Recovery is never only about substances—it is 
about relationships being healed by the power of Christ. 

Scripture constantly ties spiritual maturity to relational maturity. First John 4:20 says, 
“Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar.” In other words, your 
connection with God is proven by your connection with people. These eighty days have 
become a laboratory for your heart. You have discovered places where you still react 
with anger too quickly, where defensiveness still rises up, where victim-thinking tries to 
creep in, and where pride wants to justify itself. But you have also likely noticed new 
fruit: patience, gentleness, honesty, compassion, courage in apologizing, willingness to 
listen, and the beginnings of real integrity. These are not small things—they are 
evidence of regeneration taking root. 

Your relationship with family is another piece of this checkpoint. Even if you haven’t 
spoken to them yet, your perspective on them has shifted. You now see the ways your 
addiction wounded them—financially, emotionally, spiritually, and in trust. You see their 



fear, exhaustion, and disappointment differently. You also see why Step 8 and Step 9 
matter so much: because reconciliation begins long before amends are made. It begins 
in humility, in honest ownership, and in prayer. Some relationships may heal quickly. 
Others may never return to what they used to be. But Christ is teaching you to accept 
what you cannot change and to honor what you can. The Father is re-parenting you, 
strengthening your identity, and preparing you to show up differently than you ever have 
before. 

Inside the house, your relationships with brothers and staff have also revealed your 
growth. Brotherhood is sanctifying. It exposes selfishness, impatience, and 
insecurity—but it also builds character like nothing else. Living with men who are also 
being refined forces you to learn communication, forgiveness, respect, and emotional 
regulation. Staff correction has shown whether you receive guidance with humility or 
resist it out of pride. Proverbs 9:8–9 says, “Rebuke the wise and they will love you… 
teach the righteous and they will add to their learning.” Your reactions to correction tell 
the real truth about your spiritual maturity. This checkpoint invites you to look honestly at 
how you have responded. 

Your relationship with yourself has changed too. You are beginning to see yourself less 
as a hopeless addict and more as a man in Christ—loved, called, and being 
transformed. You are noticing progress where once there was despair. You are 
recognizing that your emotions do not have to control you. You are learning to identify 
triggers, challenge lies, regulate cravings, and ask for help before you collapse into old 
patterns. You are beginning to believe that your future does not have to repeat your 
past. The Holy Spirit is renewing your mind day by day (Romans 12:2), and you are 
slowly becoming someone you never believed you could be. 

Most importantly, your relationship with God is deepening. You have begun to hear His 
voice in Scripture, sense His conviction in conflict, feel His comfort in loneliness, and 
receive His strength in temptation. You are learning to pray honestly instead of 
religiously. You are discovering that God is not distant—He is present, patient, and 
deeply invested in your healing. As your relationship with Him strengthens, every other 
relationship in your life will rise to a new level. 

Today’s checkpoint is not about shame—it's about clarity. Growth begins with 
awareness, and this awareness sets the direction for the next 10 days, the next 10 
weeks, and the rest of your life. You cannot change what you refuse to examine, and 
you cannot heal what you refuse to bring into the light. But everything you bring into the 
light, God heals with grace. 

 



Reflection Questions — Day 80 

1.​ Which relationship in the house has changed the most—and what caused that 
change?​
 

2.​ How have I responded to correction from staff, and what does that reveal about 
my humility?​
 

3.​ What relational patterns from my past still show up today, and which ones has 
God begun to break?​
 

4.​ How is my relationship with God influencing the way I treat people around me?​
 

5.​ What specific relational goals do I need to set for the next 10 days of 
regeneration? 

 

 

DAY 81 — Where Am I Going? A Clear Picture of Health in Christ 

Reviewing the five signs of recovery as my new “destination” picture. 

One of the biggest reasons men relapse after a program is simple: they leave without a 
clear picture of what health looks like. They know what destruction feels like, but not 
what a Christ-centered, disciplined, relationally healthy life actually is. Recovery cannot 
be navigated by feeling; it requires a destination. Just as no man walks into the woods 
without a map, no man should walk out of a regeneration program without a clear vision 
of the life he is now pursuing. Proverbs 29:18 warns, “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish.” In this moment—Day 81—God is calling you to lift your eyes from where 
you’ve been and focus on where you’re going. Not the man you were, not the man you 
fear becoming, but the man Christ is forming inside of you. 

Lesson 17 gives five signs of genuine Christian recovery. These signs are not wishful 
thinking—they are your roadmap, your “destination picture,” your future identity. The first 
sign is total abstinence with serenity. Not white-knuckling, not just “staying clean,” but 
surrendering permanently to a life free from drugs, alcohol, pornography, and 
compulsions. Total abstinence means there is no “just one,” no “one drink to celebrate,” 
no “I can handle it now.” Serenity means your peace comes from the Holy Spirit, not 
substances. You learn to stay steady when storms hit because your anchor is Christ 



(John 14:27). Without total abstinence, nothing else stands; with serenity, everything 
else grows. 

The second sign is admittance and acceptance—the humility to continually 
acknowledge your weakness, stay teachable, and walk in truth. You no longer pretend, 
minimize, or blame. You accept that recovery is a lifelong process and that you will 
always need Christ, community, accountability, and structure. Acceptance protects you 
from the pride that destroys more men in recovery than temptation does. 

The third sign is becoming Christ-like. You begin shifting from self-centeredness to 
self-sacrifice, from impulsiveness to patience, from anger to gentleness, from 
dishonesty to integrity. Galatians 2:20 becomes real: “It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me.” Christ-likeness is not perfection—it is progress fueled by surrender. 

The fourth sign is a new self-image and value system. You no longer see yourself as 
an addict trying to do better—you see yourself as a child of God learning to walk in truth 
and responsibility. Your values shift from comfort to character, from instant gratification 
to eternal purpose, from shortcuts to discipline. You begin to love people and use things 
instead of using people and loving things. 

The fifth and final sign is maintaining healthy relationships—with God, yourself, and 
others. This is where relapse is won or lost. Isolation kills; connection heals. A healthy 
man repairs quickly, forgives freely, communicates honestly, serves consistently, and 
avoids unhealthy attachments. He guards his heart while staying connected to people 
who sharpen him spiritually (Proverbs 27:17). 

These five signs are your destination picture. You are not walking into an uncertain 
future—you are walking into God’s design for your life. The man who embraces these 
signs becomes spiritually stable, emotionally mature, relationally trustworthy, and 
practically responsible. That is where you are going. That is who God is forming you 
into—slowly, steadily, powerfully. 

Today is about clarity: What does Christ-centered health look like for me? Who am I 
becoming? What am I aiming at? Without a clear picture, you drift. With a clear picture, 
you walk with purpose. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 81 

1.​ Which of the five signs of recovery feels strongest in my life right now—and why?​
 



2.​ Which sign feels weakest, and what is God revealing about it?​
 

3.​ What does “total abstinence with serenity” look like for me personally?​
 

4.​ How does having a destination picture change the way I face temptation and 
stress?​
 

5.​ What part of my future “healthy self” excites me the most—and what scares me 
the most?​
 

 

 

DAY 82 — Designing a Relapse-Prevention and Relationship-Maintenance Plan 

Practical steps: meetings, DCI, quiet time, accountability, and ongoing amends. 

One of the greatest dangers in recovery is believing that “graduation equals freedom.” 
In reality, real freedom begins after you leave the structured environment of the ranch. 
Inside the program, your life has guardrails—wake-up times, brothers, staff, chores, 
devotions, and accountability everywhere. Once you leave, you must build your own 
structure or your flesh will build one for you. Jesus warned in Matthew 26:41, “Watch 
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” A relapse-prevention plan is not optional; it is a weapon. It protects your mind, 
your sobriety, your relationships, and your calling. A man without a plan becomes a man 
led by old emotions, old triggers, and old patterns. But a man with a plan becomes 
someone who walks intentionally with God. 

A strong plan begins with ongoing spiritual disciplines. Quiet time is not a 
sentimental idea—it is oxygen for your soul. You must set a daily time to read Scripture, 
pray honestly, journal your temptations, and reconnect your heart to God. Without daily 
renewal, you drift. Romans 12:2 says transformation happens by “renewing the mind,” 
not once, but daily. If you skip your quiet time, the world becomes loud and your flesh 
becomes louder. You need God’s voice louder than cravings, fear, shame, or old 
trauma. 

Next is community and accountability. You cannot do recovery alone—not in the 
world, not in ministry, not in marriage, not in fatherhood. Proverbs 18:1 warns, “Whoever 
isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all sound judgment.” 



Isolation is the first step toward relapse. You need meetings, support groups, mentors, 
pastors, and brothers who know you well enough to spot danger before you see it. You 
must choose someone you trust—someone who will ask hard questions, challenge you, 
and pray for you. Accountability is not about being policed; it is about being protected. 

Your plan must also include DCI or a similar weekly self-examination. The Discipline, 
Character, and Integrity evaluation forces you to look at yourself honestly: your attitude, 
work ethic, conversations, triggers, reactions, and spiritual temperature. Step 10 says, 
“We continued to take personal inventory and when we were wrong promptly admitted 
it.” Step 10 is daily housecleaning for the soul. If you don’t keep short accounts with 
God and people, resentment builds, shame grows, secrets form, and relapse thinking 
follows. DCI keeps you honest with yourself and with others. 

Another critical part of your plan is ongoing amends. Not just the big Step 9 
conversations, but daily relational maintenance. Healthy relationships require repair, 
humility, and consistency. If you fail to maintain relationships—family, brothers, 
accountability partners—you will drift toward secrecy, which is the birthplace of relapse. 
Your plan must include a commitment to repair quickly, communicate clearly, serve 
faithfully, and practice forgiveness. Relationships do not stay healthy 
automatically—they must be maintained intentionally. 

You also need a plan for triggers. A relapse-prevention plan outlines what you will do 
when you feel lonely, angry, stressed, bored, overwhelmed, or tempted. Not “if”—but 
“when.” You must identify your biggest triggers and write practical steps: call a brother, 
go for a walk, pray Psalm 51, listen to worship, go to a meeting, journal instead of 
isolate, confess instead of hide. You must also avoid high-risk environments—people, 
places, and situations that awaken old appetites. First Corinthians 10:12 warns, “If you 
think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall.” The strongest men fall when 
they trust their flesh. 

Finally, your plan must point you back to Christ, not just tools. Recovery tools are 
powerful, but tools without the Holy Spirit become self-help. Christ is the center of 
relapse prevention. He is your strength, your identity, your refuge, and your wisdom. He 
is the One who transforms your desires and teaches you to walk in newness of life. 
When you design your plan, you are not creating a cage—you are building a runway to 
launch into the life God has prepared for you. 

Today’s assignment is to build this plan—not in theory, but in writing. A written plan 
becomes a covenant. A covenant becomes a lifestyle. And a lifestyle becomes a new 
future. 

 



Reflection Questions — Day 82 

1.​ What has my quiet time revealed about my spiritual condition over the last two 
weeks?​
 

2.​ Who will be my main accountability partner, and what do I need to tell them 
honestly?​
 

3.​ Which triggers do I need to plan for immediately, and what healthy responses will 
I use?​
 

4.​ How will I maintain my relationships and keep short accounts with people?​
 

5.​ What Scripture will be the foundation of my relapse-prevention plan? 

 

 

DAY 83 — My New Identity: Child of God, Not Just a Recovering Addict 

Standing in who Christ says I am as I leave this block. 

One of the greatest battles you will ever fight in recovery is not cravings, triggers, or 
pressure—it is identity. Addiction trained you to see yourself through a distorted lens: 
failure, screw-up, disappointment, criminal, liar, burden, lost cause, “addict for life.” 
These labels dug deep into your soul, shaping your view of God, people, and yourself. 
Even now, after months of regeneration, those labels whisper in the back of your mind. 
But Christ did not save you to patch up your old identity—He gave you a new one. 
Second Corinthians 5:17 declares, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come.” Your past is real, but it is no longer your 
identity. Your addiction is part of your story, but it is not your name. Your failures are 
chapters, not titles. You are a child of God—deeply loved, fully forgiven, permanently 
accepted, and eternally secured. 

As a recovering addict, you needed to acknowledge weakness, unmanageability, and 
the fatal nature of your addiction. Step 1 humility is essential. But now, in Step 7 through 
Step 9, God calls you deeper—beyond weakness into identity. You are not a “broken 
man trying to get better.” You are a son learning how to walk in what already belongs to 
you. First John 3:1 says, “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God—and that is what we are!” That identity is not earned; 



it is received. Not maintained by performance; secured by Christ. You are His because 
He chose you before you ever chose Him. This changes everything about how you 
move into your future. 

Identity shapes behavior more than rules ever will. If you see yourself as worthless, you 
behave like it. If you see yourself as a perpetual addict, you will always feel one 
decision away from disaster. But if you see yourself as a son, you begin to walk like 
one—with dignity, discipline, reverence, and confidence. Shame loses its grip. Fear 
loses its power. Addictive thinking loses its authority. When you stand in who Christ says 
you are, temptations do not hit the same way. Lies do not land the same way. 
Condemnation does not stick the same way. Romans 8:1 becomes your shield: “There 
is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

Identity also heals your relationships. You no longer approach people out of insecurity, 
manipulation, or fear of rejection. You no longer need others to validate you. You no 
longer need approval to feel okay. When you’re a son, you don’t beg for scraps—you 
walk in blessing. This frees you to love without clinging, serve without expecting, and 
engage without pretending. It also empowers you to handle rejection without collapsing. 
Some people will not trust your change, and that’s okay. Their disbelief does not 
determine your identity. Your Father does. 

Identity anchors you in storms. When stress hits, when loneliness hits, when triggers 
flare, when old lies whisper, when shame rises, when emotions spiral—your identity 
becomes your foundation. “I am a child of God” is not a slogan; it is spiritual reality. 
Jesus did not die to make you a better addict—He died to make you a son. Ephesians 1 
says you are chosen, adopted, redeemed, sealed, and valued. That means God did not 
just save you from addiction—He saved you into a family, into purpose, into destiny, into 
relationship. You belong. 

Your new identity also calls you into responsibility. Sons grow. Sons serve. Sons 
mature. Sons follow their Father. You cannot claim sonship and cling to old slavery at 
the same time. You must reject the voice that says, “This is who you’ll always be.” That 
voice is a lie. Identity does not come from your past, your feelings, your charges, your 
failures, your mistakes, or other people’s opinions. Identity comes from the One who 
created you, redeemed you, and calls you His own. 

Today, God invites you to stand tall—not in pride, but in identity. Not in shame, but in 
security. Not as “just a recovering addict,” but as a beloved son learning to walk in 
freedom. 

 



Reflection Questions — Day 83 

1.​ What old labels still try to define me, and which Scriptures destroy those lies?​
 

2.​ How does seeing myself as a son—not just an addict in recovery—change my 
future?​
 

3.​ In what situations do I still act out of shame instead of identity?​
 

4.​ How can I anchor my identity daily so temptations lose power?​
 

5.​ What relationships in my life will change as I walk in my true identity? 

 

 

DAY 84 — Writing My “Past, Present, Future” Regeneration Testimony 

3-D testimony: where I was, what God is doing now, where He’s taking me. 

One of the most powerful tools God gives a man in recovery is his testimony—the 
honest story of who he was, what Christ has done, and who he is becoming. Your 
testimony is not a speech. It is not a performance. It is not a chance to make yourself 
look good or to sensationalize your past. It is a declaration of the saving, transforming 
power of Jesus Christ. Revelation 12:11 says, “They overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony.” Your testimony is spiritual warfare. It destroys 
shame, exposes the devil’s lies, strengthens faith, and gives hope to others. And when 
you write it in 3-D—past, present, future—it becomes a roadmap of God’s redemption in 
your life. 

Your past is where your story begins, but it is not where your story ends. Writing about 
your past requires honesty, not glorification. You tell the truth about addiction, chaos, 
wounds, trauma, pain, crime, selfishness, manipulation, and broken relationships. Not to 
shame yourself—but to testify to the pit God rescued you from. Psalm 40:2 says, “He 
lifted me out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock.” When 
you write your past in your testimony, you are not celebrating darkness—you are 
shining light on the greatness of His rescue. But you also include your personal 
responsibility. You own your choices, your sins, and your part in the destruction. This is 
not a blame story—it is a redemption story. 



Your present is the chapter God is writing right now—the regeneration, not just the 
recovery. This is where you describe what God is doing in you today: how He is 
renewing your mind, healing your heart, restoring your relationships, disciplining your 
character, purifying your desires, breaking your patterns, and shaping you into a man of 
God. The present part of your testimony should include what you’ve learned about 
yourself—your defects, your temptations, your emotional patterns, your relational 
tendencies—and how God is teaching you to surrender them daily. You include the 
Scriptures that have become anchors, the moments where conviction awakened you, 
the breakthroughs you’ve had in Step 7 and Step 8, and the changes others have 
begun to notice. This part of your testimony reveals that salvation is not a moment—it is 
a process. Philippians 1:6 says He “who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion.” You testify to the work in progress. 

Your future is the part most men find hardest to write, because shame has always told 
you, “You’ll always be the same.” But regeneration rejects that lie. When you write your 
future, you are not fantasizing—you are declaring what God has promised. Jeremiah 
29:11 says God has “plans to give you hope and a future.” Your future testimony 
includes the man you are becoming—clean, sober, disciplined, relationally healthy, 
spiritually anchored, emotionally mature, servant-hearted, faithful, trustworthy, and 
stable. You write about the relationships you hope to repair, the responsibilities you will 
carry, the ministry you will participate in, the family you will love well, and the calling you 
will walk into. The future part of your testimony is not pride—it is prophetic alignment 
with God’s purpose for your life. 

Writing your 3-D testimony also protects you from drifting. When temptation comes, you 
can read what you wrote. When shame rises, you can remind yourself who you are. 
When doubt whispers, you can speak God’s truth over your future. When fear tries to 
pull you back, your testimony becomes your weapon. This is why Step 12 begins long 
before you graduate—your testimony is training for ministry. It prepares you to lead, to 
encourage, to counsel, and to speak life to other broken men. 

Your 3-D testimony becomes a covenant between you and God. A written declaration of 
where you were, what He is doing, and where He is taking you. Write it with honesty. 
Write it with gratitude. Write it with faith. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 84 

1.​ What parts of my past still feel hard to write about—and what might God want to 
heal as I write them?​
 



2.​ What evidence can I see of God’s work in my life during this block of 
regeneration?​
 

3.​ What Scriptures describe the man I am becoming in Christ?​
 

4.​ What fears do I have about my future, and how can my testimony speak truth to 
those fears?​
 

5.​ How can my 3-D testimony help someone else who feels hopeless or trapped 
like I once did? 

 

 

DAY 85 — Committing to Lifelong Work on the 12 Steps With Christ at the Center 

Seeing this block as a beginning, not a graduation. 

One of the greatest dangers in recovery is believing that “finishing a phase” means you 
have completed the work. Many men in programs fall into the trap of thinking that once 
they have worked through Steps 1–9 in a structured setting, they can relax spiritually, 
emotionally, and relationally. But the truth is this: the real work begins AFTER the 
structure is removed. The 12 Steps—when Christ is at the center—are not a checklist; 
they are a lifelong pattern of spiritual maturity, emotional sobriety, and daily surrender. 
Philippians 2:12 says, “Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” Not 
earn it—but work it out, meaning to let what Christ has done internally become visible 
externally. Day 85 is where you acknowledge that the Steps are not just a 
program—they are a way of life. 

Step 1 (powerlessness) doesn’t go away when cravings stop. You must keep admitting 
your weakness so pride doesn’t destroy you. Step 2 (believing God can restore sanity) 
doesn’t end just because you feel stable—you must keep turning to God when stress, 
triggers, loneliness, and disappointment come. Step 3 (surrender) must become a daily 
practice, not a one-time prayer. If you don’t wake up each morning and consciously 
hand your will and life to Christ, your flesh will take the steering wheel before breakfast. 
Recovery is not fighting drugs and alcohol—it is surrendering to the lordship of Jesus 
Christ every single day. 

Steps 4 and 5 (inventory and confession) also must become ongoing disciplines. You 
will always need to examine your motives, look at your reactions, confess when you fall 



short, and stay honest. Secrets are the soil where relapse grows. Proverbs 28:13 says, 
“Whoever conceals his sins does not prosper.” Living a transparent life with God and 
with safe people is non-negotiable. Step 6 and Step 7 (removing defects and asking 
God to change you) must also continue. Character defects don’t disappear in one 
season. Pride, lust, anger, avoidance, fear, control, and self-pity will try to reappear. 
These steps keep you surrendered, teachable, and humble. 

Steps 8 and 9 (making and completing amends) must also continue. You may finish 
your official list inside the ranch, but relational maintenance is a lifetime commitment. 
You will need to apologize quickly, repair relationships often, forgive others continually, 
and stay humble even when others refuse to trust you yet. Restoration takes years, not 
weeks. These steps protect your heart and keep you free from guilt, resentment, and 
emotional buildup. 

Step 10 (daily inventory) becomes your guardrail for the rest of your life. This step is 
how you keep short accounts—spiritually, morally, emotionally, and relationally. It 
prevents buildup. It slows down old patterns. It exposes danger early. A man who 
practices Step 10 daily is a man who rarely returns to Step 1 in crisis. 

Step 11 (prayer and conscious contact with God) is the foundation of everything. 
Without daily connection to Christ, relapse is not just likely—it is inevitable. You are not 
strong enough to stay sober without Him. But with Him, you can walk in victory, stability, 
and peace. Your quiet time must become sacred. Worship must become a lifestyle. 
Scripture must become your food. Prayer must become your first response—not your 
last resort. 

Step 12 (carrying the message) must also continue. A man who stops serving stops 
growing. Recovery becomes stagnant when you hoard what God gave you. Freedom 
expands when you give it away. Serving others—inside the house, outside the house, in 
your church, in your family, in your community—is what keeps your heart soft, your 
character sharp, and your recovery strong. 

Today, God is reminding you: you are not finishing a block—you are building a life. And 
when Christ is at the center of every step, recovery becomes regeneration, and sobriety 
becomes transformation. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 85 

1.​ Which step do I tend to relax on or forget when life gets easier?​
 



2.​ How can I make Step 10 and Step 11 daily rhythms, not occasional practices?​
 

3.​ What character defects still rise up quickly, and how do Steps 6–7 speak to 
them?​
 

4.​ How does serving others strengthen my long-term recovery and spiritual life?​
 

5.​ What does “lifelong steps with Christ at the center” look like for me personally? 

 

 

DAY 86 — Gratitude for the Journey: Thanking God for What I Once Despised 

Finding gratitude for court orders, consequences, and the ranch. 

Gratitude is not just a feeling—it is a spiritual weapon, a mindset, and a discipline. In 
addiction, gratitude was nearly impossible because everything felt like suffering, loss, 
disappointment, or punishment. You resented people who tried to help you. You 
resented the law. You resented probation. You resented judges. You resented programs. 
You resented boundaries. You resented consequences. You resented the idea of 
surrender. Addiction trained you to interpret every limit as an attack and every 
interruption as a threat. But regeneration opens your eyes to see something radical: the 
very things you once despised were the instruments God used to save your life. 
Romans 8:28 says God works all things together for good—not just blessings, but 
consequences; not just victories, but the disasters that brought you to your knees. 

Think back to the moments you called “rock bottom”—the arrest, the overdose, the 
eviction, the betrayal, the broken relationships, the lost job, the court order, the 
intervention, the ultimatum. At the time, you felt cursed. Today, you can see that without 
those breaking points, you might be dead, in prison long-term, or hopelessly lost. God 
used those moments, not to destroy you, but to bring you to a place where you could 
hear His voice again. Psalm 119:71 says, “It was good for me to be afflicted so that I 
might learn Your decrees.” Only a man transformed by Christ can look back at affliction 
and call it good. 

Gratitude also transforms how you see court involvement and consequences. Most 
men arrive at the ranch angry, defensive, or feeling victimized by the legal system. But 
over time, God opens your eyes: that judge, that probation officer, that court mandate, 
that jail cell—those were not enemies. They were rescue tools. God was using the 



justice system to interrupt a path that would have destroyed everything in your life. What 
felt like punishment was actually protection. What felt like judgment was actually mercy. 
Many men have died without ever receiving the kind of intervention you received. 
Gratitude begins when you stop asking, “Why did this happen to me?” and start saying, 
“Thank You, God, that You didn’t leave me to my own destruction.” 

Gratitude also reshapes how you see the ranch, the rules, the structure, the 
discipline, and the long-term process. In addiction, structure felt suffocating. Here, 
structure is saving your life. You used to run from accountability; now it’s keeping you 
alive. You used to resent leadership; now you’re learning from men who walk with God. 
You used to hate routine; now routine is stabilizing your brain. You used to despise 
correction; now correction is building character. Gratitude grows when you realize that 
the things that frustrate your flesh are the things that strengthen your spirit. 

Gratitude also rewires your brain. Science shows that gratitude reduces stress 
hormones, increases stability, strengthens emotional regulation, and rewires neural 
pathways damaged by addiction. Spiritually, gratitude shifts your focus from what you 
lost to what God is building. It turns complaints into worship, anxiety into peace, and 
resentment into humility. First Thessalonians 5:18 commands, “Give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Gratitude is not thanking 
God for every circumstance, but thanking Him in every circumstance—because He is 
present, sovereign, and working. 

Gratitude prepares you for the next block of your journey. Men relapse when they forget 
what God has done. Gratitude anchors you to the truth: God rescued you, God 
sustained you, God called you, God provided for you, and God is not done with 
you. Gratitude protects your heart from entitlement, comparison, bitterness, and 
spiritual laziness. It keeps you humble, teachable, and hopeful. 

Today is about looking back with clarity and saying:​
 “Lord, thank You for saving me from myself. Thank You for what I once hated. Thank 
You for using everything—even my pain—to bring me here.”​
 This is not the end of your journey, but gratitude will determine how strongly you walk 
into the next chapter. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 86 

1.​ What specific past consequence or crisis do I now see differently through the 
lens of gratitude?​
 



2.​ How did God use something painful to protect me from something far worse?​
 

3.​ What part of the ranch experience am I learning to be grateful for, even if my 
flesh still resists it?​
 

4.​ How can I practice gratitude daily so resentment doesn’t regain power in my life?​
 

5.​ Who do I need to thank—God, staff, family, legal authorities—for their role in God 
rescuing me? 

 

 

DAY 87 — Praying Over the People I’ve Made Amends To—And Those I Still Hope 
To 

Blessing, not controlling, the outcomes of my efforts. 

One of the hardest parts of Steps 8 and 9 is accepting that you can control your 
obedience, but you cannot control the outcome. You can humble yourself, you can 
write the letter, you can make the call, you can apologize with sincerity, you can own 
every bit of your wrongs—but you cannot dictate how someone responds. You cannot 
rush their healing, force their forgiveness, rebuild their trust on your timeline, or change 
how they feel about the past. Many men stumble here because they expect amends to 
instantly fix everything. When it doesn’t, they feel rejected, discouraged, or ashamed. 
But regeneration requires learning a spiritual discipline that most men have never 
practiced: blessing people in prayer without trying to control them in real life. 

Jesus taught in Luke 6:28, “Bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you.” Notice that He doesn’t say, “Wait until they’re ready,” or, “Bless them if they treat 
you well.” Christ commands us to pray for people who are angry, distant, bitter, or 
wounded—even when we caused the wound. This is where amends becomes spiritual 
warfare. When you pray for the people on your Step 8 and Step 9 list, something 
supernatural happens: your resentment dissolves, your self-pity breaks, your pride 
softens, your heart becomes tender again, and your identity shifts from “the rejected 
one” to “the redeemed one.” You begin to treat them the way Christ treated you—loving 
you before you loved Him, forgiving you before you confessed, moving toward you 
before you turned toward Him. 



Praying over these people is also how you stay free from emotional hooks that used to 
dominate your life. In addiction, the reactions of others controlled you. If someone 
rejected you, you spiraled. If someone loved you, you clung to them. If someone 
criticized you, you got angry or ashamed. If someone pulled away, you chased them or 
numbed the pain. But in Christ, you learn a new emotional pattern: release, don’t 
grasp; bless, don’t manipulate; surrender, don’t demand. Philippians 4:6–7 
promises that when you pray with thanksgiving, “the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Prayer is how 
your heart stays guarded—not by walls, but by God’s presence. 

Praying over your amends list also acknowledges a simple truth: God is the only one 
who can heal a wounded heart—not your apology, not your changed behavior, not 
even your good intentions. You cannot heal what you broke. Only God can. Your job is 
humility; His job is restoration. Your job is obedience; His job is timing. When you pray, 
“Lord, bless them… heal them… protect them… soften their heart… restore what was 
lost…” you are aligning yourself with God’s work, not trying to replace it. This prevents 
you from slipping into old patterns—controlling, manipulating, rescuing, or demanding 
reconciliation. Prayer keeps your motives clean. 

It is also important to pray for the people you are not ready to make amends to yet. 
Some relationships are unsafe. Some are closed. Some are legally restricted. Some are 
so emotionally charged that approaching them too soon would injure them or you. Step 
9 warns, “except when to do so would injure them or others.” But even if you cannot 
reach out physically, you can begin restoring them spiritually through prayer. This 
prepares your heart for the day when God may open a door—or gives you peace when 
He does not. Prayer is how you release control over relationships that are out of your 
hands. 

Finally, praying over your amends list is how you prevent bitterness from returning. 
Bitterness is relapse fertilizer. It blinds your judgment, increases cravings, hardens your 
heart, distorts your perception, and reopens emotional wounds. But when you pray 
blessing instead of harboring resentment, your soul stays clean. You become a man 
who is no longer defined by the reactions of others, but by the character of Christ within 
you. You walk in freedom, not fear. You walk in love, not insecurity. You walk in peace, 
not pressure. 

Today, God invites you to place each name—every pain, every rejection, every 
hope—into His hands. Your future does not depend on how others respond. Your future 
depends on how you surrender. 

 



Reflection Questions — Day 87 

1.​ Which person on my Step 8 or Step 9 list is hardest for me to release to 
God—and why?​
 

2.​ How have I tried to control or rush reconciliation in the past?​
 

3.​ What happens in my heart when I pray blessing over someone who is still hurt or 
angry?​
 

4.​ Who do I need to begin praying for today, even if I am not ready to make amends 
yet?​
 

5.​ How does surrendering outcomes help protect my emotional sobriety and 
long-term recovery? 

 

 

DAY 88 — Preparing My Heart for Ongoing Inventory (Step 10) 

Learning to keep short accounts with God and people daily. 

Step 10 is one of the most important habits you will ever develop—not just in recovery, 
but in discipleship. Steps 1–9 clean up your past, but Step 10 protects your future. The 
moment you leave the ranch, you will not have dorm monitors, DCI scores, staff 
feedback, constant correction, or the controlled environment that keeps you honest. 
What you will have is the Holy Spirit—and Step 10 is the tool He uses to keep your spirit 
clean, your conscience sharp, and your relationships healthy. Step 10 says, “Continued 
to take personal inventory and when we were wrong promptly admitted it.” That word 
continued is everything. Not occasionally. Not when things get bad. Not when your 
flesh gets loud. Daily. Sometimes hourly. This is how a man lives in spiritual and 
emotional sobriety. 

Step 10 requires three things: awareness, honesty, and action. Awareness means 
you are paying attention to your heart, your attitude, your tone, your reactions, your 
temptations, and your emotional temperature. You cannot walk through life asleep 
anymore. You must notice the shift when pride rises, when irritation builds, when lust 
whispers, when resentment stirs, when fear clouds your thinking. Awareness is spiritual 
maturity. The Holy Spirit will nudge you—but Step 10 means you have to listen. 



Honesty means telling the truth about what you see. Not sugarcoating it, not minimizing 
it, not blaming someone else, not making excuses. A man who practices Step 10 
refuses to hide. Proverbs 28:13 says, “Whoever conceals his sins will not prosper, but 
whoever confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.” Mercy is unlocked by honesty. 
Step 10 is where you admit: “I was harsh. I was selfish. I was impatient. I was wrong. I 
sinned.” You call your defects by name so they lose their power. 

Action means you promptly admit it—to God first, then to others. A delayed apology 
becomes a strengthened stronghold. When you say, “Lord, forgive me,” your heart 
softens. When you tell a brother, “Hey, I was wrong earlier,” unity is restored. When you 
apologize to your spouse, children, or coworkers, you maintain relational integrity. Men 
relapse not because they messed up—but because they refused to make it right. Step 
10 keeps you clean, connected, humble, and free. 

Practicing Step 10 also protects you from relapse thinking. Relapse does not begin 
with a pipe, bottle, or sexual acting out. It begins with unprocessed resentment, secret 
shame, unchecked anger, unconfessed sin, ignored correction, emotional withdrawal, 
and spiritual drift. Step 10 stops the drift early. It prevents small cracks from becoming 
fractures. It exposes lies before they grow into self-destruction. It cleans out the clutter 
that accumulates in your heart day after day. When you neglect Step 10, your emotions 
stack up like unpaid bills—eventually something collapses. 

Step 10 also strengthens your relationship with God. When you keep short accounts, 
you stay sensitive to the Spirit. Worship stays alive. Prayer stays honest. Scripture 
speaks loudly. Conviction comes quickly. Peace flows easily. But when you let sin, pride, 
or resentment sit unaddressed, your heart grows dull. You stop hearing God clearly. You 
start leaning on your own strength. You lose joy. Step 10 keeps the channel open 
between your heart and God’s presence. 

Step 10 is also the foundation for healthy relationships. Apologizing quickly makes you 
safe to be around. People can trust you. They know you won’t hide, blame, or 
manipulate. They know you will repair quickly. You become a man of integrity—not 
perfection, but responsibility. That is what builds long-term relationships and restores 
families. 

This is why Day 88 matters: you are preparing your heart for a lifestyle, not a phase. 
You are learning to be a man who owns his mistakes quickly, repents deeply, and 
restores relationships faithfully. This is what emotional sobriety looks like. This is what 
spiritual maturity feels like. This is how you stay free long after the ranch. 

 



Reflection Questions — Day 88 

1.​ What signs show me that I need to pause and take inventory—tone, tension, 
attitude, triggers?​
 

2.​ What emotions or reactions do I tend to minimize instead of admitting honestly?​
 

3.​ Who do I usually avoid apologizing to quickly—and why?​
 

4.​ How does keeping short accounts protect my sobriety and spiritual sensitivity?​
 

5.​ What will my daily Step 10 routine look like once I leave the ranch?​
 

 

 

DAY 89 — Covenant of Regeneration: A Written Commitment to Live Differently 

Writing and signing a covenant prayer that ties together Steps 7–9. 

Throughout this block, God has been doing deep interior work—exposing character 
defects, softening pride, renewing thinking, rebuilding relationships, and shaping 
humility through Steps 7, 8, and 9. But none of this transformation will last without a 
covenant. A covenant is more than a promise, more than a goal, more than an 
intention. In Scripture, a covenant is a sacred agreement between God and 
man—serious, binding, relational, and life-shaping. It is a declaration of who you belong 
to and how you intend to live. Today, Day 89 calls you to write your own covenant of 
regeneration: a personal, written commitment before God that the man who entered this 
block will not be the man who walks out. 

In the Bible, covenants were turning points. Noah stepped into a new humanity with a 
covenant. Abraham stepped into calling and identity through covenant. Israel entered 
promise through covenant. David entered kingship and mercy through covenant. Jesus 
gave us salvation through a new covenant in His blood. God uses covenants to seal 
new beginnings—and regeneration is a new beginning. Your covenant does not earn 
God’s favor; it aligns your heart with His. It is your way of saying, “Lord, I’m not 
stumbling into freedom by accident. I am choosing it. I am committing to it. I am 
surrendering my future to You.” 



A covenant of regeneration begins with honesty: acknowledging who you were and 
refusing to forget it. Not in shame, but in humility. You write: “Lord, I remember the 
brokenness You rescued me from. I remember the sin You forgave. I remember the 
relationships I harmed. I remember how powerless I was without You.” Psalm 103:2 
says, “Forget not all His benefits.” Remembering your past keeps pride from rising and 
keeps gratitude alive. 

Then your covenant moves into surrender: “Lord, I commit my will, my desires, my 
mind, my habits, my relationships, and my future to You.” This ties directly into Step 
7—becoming “entirely ready.” A covenant acknowledges that you cannot remove your 
defects, fix your heart, or rebuild your life by your own strength. It is an ongoing 
surrender to the Holy Spirit. It says: “Change me where I cannot change myself. Break 
what needs to break. Build what needs to be built. Lead me where I am afraid to go.” 

Next, your covenant embraces responsibility. Regeneration is not passive. You commit 
to daily disciplines—quiet time, prayer, accountability, Step 10 inventory, community, 
meetings, Scripture, correction, work ethic, and relational repair. You declare: “I will 
show up. I will stay consistent. I will obey even when I do not feel like it. I will walk in the 
principles You have taught me.” Proverbs 3:6 says, “In all your ways submit to Him, and 
He will direct your paths.” Your covenant is your submission. 

Your covenant also includes relationships—the crucial part of Steps 8 and 9. You 
commit to being a man who repairs quickly, forgives freely, apologizes honestly, and 
refuses to carry resentment. You write: “Lord, teach me to love well. Teach me to be 
safe for others. Teach me to walk in humility. Give me the courage to face those I have 
hurt and the grace to handle their response.” This keeps you grounded in unity, not 
isolation. 

Finally, your covenant includes future faith. You declare what kind of man you are 
becoming: a servant, not a taker; a man of integrity, not excuses; a man of 
responsibility, not chaos; a man led by the Spirit, not the flesh. You are not scripting 
events—you are aligning your character to God’s plan. Jeremiah 32:40 captures the 
heart of covenant: “I will make an everlasting covenant with them… I will put My fear in 
their hearts so they will not turn away from Me.” Your covenant is your agreement to 
follow His leading. 

Today, write your covenant prayer. Sign it. Date it. Keep it. Let it become a reminder 
when temptation comes, when discouragement hits, when pride rises, or when fear 
whispers. Covenants stabilize men. Covenants anchor destinies. Covenants seal the 
work God has begun in you. 

 



Reflection Questions — Day 89 

1.​ What parts of my past do I need to acknowledge honestly in my covenant to stay 
humble and grateful?​
 

2.​ What areas of my life (mind, habits, relationships) need the deepest surrender in 
my covenant?​
 

3.​ Which spiritual disciplines must I commit to so that my regeneration continues 
after this block?​
 

4.​ What relational commitments (forgiveness, amends, communication) must be 
included in my covenant?​
 

5.​ What kind of man am I declaring myself to become through this covenant? 

 

 

DAY 90 — Closing Service: Sealing This Block and Entrusting My Future to Christ 

A final reflection, prayer of surrender, and blessing as I move into the next block. 

A closing service is not a graduation, a pat on the back, or a celebration of your 
strength. It is a marker, a spiritual altar—like the ones built in Scripture when God 
brought His people through a defining season. It is the place where you stop, look back 
at what God has done, and acknowledge: “This was the Lord’s doing, not mine.” Just as 
Israel placed stones in the Jordan (Joshua 4), today you place down a marker in your 
heart. Day 90 is not the end of regeneration; it is the doorway to the deeper work ahead. 
You have walked through confession, character formation, amends, humility, and 
identity. Now you stand at the threshold where everything learned must become a 
lifestyle. What God has started in you must be entrusted to Him to continue. 

A closing service begins with remembrance. You remember the man who walked into 
this block—fearful, guarded, ashamed, wounded, impulsive, defensive, spiritually numb. 
You remember the defects you once denied, the relationships you once avoided, the 
secrets you once protected, the patterns that once controlled you. You remember the 
pride that resisted correction, the anger that erupted without warning, the self-pity that 
kept you trapped, the lies you believed about yourself, and the hopelessness that made 
you feel like nothing could ever change. And then you remember what God has done: 



convictions awakened, forgiveness accepted, amends begun, identity formed, humility 
learned, relationships softened, thinking renewed. You remember moments where the 
Word opened your eyes, where a brother sharpened you, where correction humbled 
you, where the Spirit comforted you. This remembrance is worship—it is giving glory to 
God for progress you could never create alone. 

A closing service continues with surrender. You stand before the Lord and release the 
future you cannot control. You say, “Lord, I place my next steps into Your hands. Lead 
me where I fear to go. Expose what still needs healing. Strengthen what is weak. 
Complete what You have begun.” This mirrors the heart of Psalm 37:5: “Commit your 
way to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will act.” Surrender is not passive; it is active trust. 
It means acknowledging your ongoing weakness and God’s ongoing faithfulness. It is 
refusing to believe the lie that finishing this block means you are “good now.” It is 
admitting you still need community, accountability, structure, Scripture, prayer, and 
correction. Surrender says: “I cannot walk forward without You.” 

A closing service includes commitment. You commit not to emotion but to action. You 
commit to living out Step 10 with consistency, Step 11 with reverence, and Step 12 with 
courage. You commit to repairing quickly, working hard, serving faithfully, listening 
deeply, forgiving freely, and humbling yourself often. You commit to guarding your heart, 
renewing your mind, and surrendering your will daily. You commit to the man you are 
becoming, not the man you were. Romans 12:1–2 becomes your banner: offering your 
body as a living sacrifice and letting your mind be transformed daily. Commitment is how 
a season becomes a life. 

A closing service also involves blessing. You ask God to bless your future 
relationships—family, brothers, staff, mentors, accountability partners—and to give you 
wisdom to walk in peace. You ask Him to bless your mind with clarity, your emotions 
with stability, your spirit with sensitivity, and your character with strength. You ask Him to 
bless your coming steps, assignments, and responsibilities. You receive the truth that 
you are not stepping out in your own power—you are stepping out in the authority, 
presence, and grace of Jesus Christ. 

Finally, a closing service ends with entrustment. You place your entire regeneration 
story—past, present, and future—into the hands of a faithful God. Second Timothy 1:12 
says, “I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that He is able to guard what I 
have entrusted to Him until that day.” Entrusting means letting go of fear, control, 
comparison, and pressure. It means embracing the truth that the God who brought you 
this far will not abandon you in the next block. His grace didn’t run out. His patience 
didn’t run thin. His purpose didn’t expire. What He started, He intends to finish. 



Day 90 is a holy moment. Not because you are strong—but because Christ is. Not 
because you’ve arrived—but because you’re willing to keep walking. Today you lay 
down a marker, lift up a prayer, and step into the next block with the courage of a man 
who knows he belongs to God. 

 

Reflection Questions — Day 90 

1.​ What specific work has God done in me during this block that I must never 
forget?​
 

2.​ What fears or uncertainties about the future do I need to entrust fully to Christ 
today?​
 

3.​ Which commitments do I need to solidify to ensure this transformation continues?​
 

4.​ How has God used brothers, staff, and Scripture to shape me during these 90 
days?​
 

5.​ What does “entrusting my future to Christ” practically look like in the next block? 

 

 

CONCLUSION — Stepping Into the Divine Block: From Regeneration to Healing 

You have walked through the last ninety days that most men never allow God to take 
them through. You have faced your past with honesty, taken responsibility for your 
choices, surrendered your defects, repaired relationships, made amends, written your 
testimony, and committed yourself to ongoing inventory and daily dependence on 
Christ. This was not surface work—this was foundation work. God has torn down the old 
structures that addiction built, exposed the lies that shaped your identity, confronted the 
pride, fear, shame, and self-pity that controlled your thinking, and begun rebuilding your 
life from the inside out. The block you just completed was not a behavioral program—it 
was spiritual surgery. But surgery is not the end; it is the preparation for healing. 

As you close this block, you must recognize something vital: regeneration prepares the 
heart so that healing can finally enter the deepest places of your soul. Many men 
want God to heal them without ever facing the truth. They want deliverance without 



repentance, breakthrough without brokenness, freedom without honesty, and 
transformation without surrender. This is why so many remain stuck. But you have done 
the hard work. You have allowed God to peel back layers you once protected. You have 
let Him expose the roots—not just the fruits—of addiction. You have let Him strip away 
the excuses, the blame, the denial, the masks, and the old identities. What God does 
next could not have happened ninety days ago. Your heart wasn’t ready then. It is 
ready now. 

The next block—Healing—is what we call the Divine Block. This is where the Holy 
Spirit goes beyond discipline and steps into deep restoration. This is where soul ties are 
broken—emotional, spiritual, and sometimes demonic ties that kept you chained to old 
relationships, old wounds, and old identities. This is where God confronts generational 
patterns, inner vows, trauma imprints, spiritual bondage, childhood wounds, hidden 
shame, father wounds, mother wounds, abandonment, rejection, bitterness, and the 
spiritual residue of past sin. This is where the cross doesn’t just forgive you—it cleanses 
you. This is where the blood of Jesus doesn’t just save you—it breaks chains. This is 
where freedom becomes real at a level you have never experienced before. 

Healing is not soft or passive. It is a collision between your deepest wounds and God’s 
deepest love. It is the place where tears are holy, where memories become ministry, 
where pain becomes prayer, and where brokenness becomes breakthrough. It is where 
God reaches into the places addiction numbed, trauma silenced, and shame buried. It is 
where He touches not just what you did—but what was done to you. Where He heals 
not just your actions—but your heart. Where He restores not just your behaviors—but 
your identity as a son. Psalm 147:3 declares, “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
their wounds.” The Divine Block is where this scripture becomes personal. 

But entering healing requires humility, courage, and expectation. You must not bring 
fear into this block. You must not bring pride. You must not bring control. Healing 
requires permission. God will not force Himself into your wounds; He will only move 
where you open the door. The posture of this next block is simple: “Lord, have Your 
way in every part of me.” 

You must come with faith—not in yourself, but in the God who has already carried you 
through ninety days of transformation. You must come with honesty—not hiding the 
wounds that still whisper in the dark. You must come with surrender—not trying to 
decide how God should heal you. You must come with patience—not expecting instant 
emotional perfection, but trusting the process of divine restoration. And you must come 
with courage—because healing means facing what you once ran from. 

What God does next will not be you working steps. It will be God working on you. He 
will lead you. He will confront you. He will comfort you. He will break chains you can’t 



see. He will free you from things you don’t understand. He will untangle battles you’ve 
carried your whole life. He will restore parts of your heart you thought were dead. He will 
heal what no counselor could reach, no medication could fix, no relationship could fill, 
and no addiction could numb. 

The Divine Block is not about becoming “better.” It is about becoming whole. 

So stand at this threshold with reverence. With hope. With faith. The God who began 
this work in you is ready to go deeper. And now, with the foundation laid, the heart 
softened, and the soul awakened— you are ready. 
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	Introduction: From Examination to Restoration 
	You are now stepping into one of the most transformative phases of your entire recovery journey. Block 3—Regeneration—is where the deep inner work of Block 2 (Examination) begins to bear fruit. Over the last 90 days, you faced yourself with a level of honesty many men never reach in their entire lives. You took a fearless moral inventory (Step 4). You admitted the exact nature of your wrongs to God, yourself, and another person (Step 5). You became willing for God to remove your defects (Step 6). 
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